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Demonſtrating, from the common Reaſons * 1 
Nature, that Moſes left to himſelf, and un- 1 
aſſiſted with the Spirit of God, never could 
have ſketched out ſuch a Plan of Things 
as H has left us, upon the CREATION and 
Fai of Man, _ 

To which is prefixed, 

A Supplemental Diſcourſe on the Image of God, 

as it diſtinguiſhed A pA N from all other Crea- 


, tures in NaTVuRE, and ſet him at the ON 
of the CREATION. | 
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AM obliged to make this Grand Apology for 
my ſelf, becauſe divers Gentlemen have been 
pleaſed to jay ; That, if there,was any Truth, in 
that Pofition, relating to the primitive Dignity 
of Adam, and his Ekvation above | Angels, it 
was @ Point fo far above the Reach of [Ax Ja 
Apprehenfions, that it would paſs upon the Ge- 
nerality of the learned World for an n 
benfible- Parador. | 
I confeſs the Manner of treating this Subject 
is new: L alſo acknowledge, that it will require 
almoſt an Herculian Labour to unfetter Mens | 
| 
| 
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Thoughts, from thoſe abject, erronequs Opinions, 
that they have too long imbibed concerning the. | 
Hiſtory of the Serpent; the Temptation of Eve 4 
and the Fall of Man. But, notwithſtanding 
theſe Prejudices, yet if Gentlemen will but exert 
their Faculties, and ;mpartially reflect upon the 
Reaſons of Nature, according to the Maxims of 
Scripture Revelati on, I nothing queſtion, but 
that the Truth will ſbi ne out in its fulleſt Luftre ; 
and the ſeveral Poſitions advanced, as well in 
the firſt Book, as this Supplement and Appendix, 
appear confift ent with the Laws both 2 God r 
Nature. 

Thoſe Gentlemen, that impeach the pri mitive 
Per fections of Adam, ought to reflect: That 
neither the Continuance of Time, nor the moſs ris | 
vetted Errors of Men, can ever change the Rea= 
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A 
Jm of Things, or ſhake the unalterable Princi. 
ples of Nature: So that if it was true, in tbe 
Beginning, that Almighty God created Adam 
in his own Image; and that this Image ſet him 
at the Head of the Creation, then it will cunti- 
nue the ſame immutable Truth, for eternal Ages 
get to come, tho' few or none in the World ſboull 
believe it: Nay, it would continue the ſame e- 
ternal Truth, tho never a Man in the Worll 
ſhould give Credit to its Voice, an 
For it is not the greateſt Numbers of Men, 
Joining in a Set of Principles, and giving tbeir 
Aﬀent. to Propoſitions grounded on thoſe Princi- 
ples, that conflitute Truths either Natural or 
Moral: But the Principles, whereon all Truths \ 
are founded, muſt have a Conformity with the | 
Reaſons of Things, as they exiſt in Nature: And 
bis Conformity muſt be perceived by the Mind, 
to give them that Rectitude in the Soul, whereby 
we denominate Things true, and diftinguiſh them | 
from all Objects, in Nature, that are falſe. 

Aſter I had reſolved to compile a Hiſtory of 
the Humane Nature, and confider Man under 
all bis fucceſſive Changes, I was at a Lofs to diſ- 
cover, either a perfet# Definition of him, as be 
exiſts in this imper fect State of Nature, or point | 

out any Mark or Token, that would comprebend 
the whole Species: I judged it highly improper 

fo attempt a Hiſtory of Man, without firſt being 
able to aſcertain the proper Characters, that bound 
bis Nature, and diſtinguiſh his Species, from e- 
Creature of brutal Inſtinct. For this Pur- 
pose, J conſulted Plato, Ariſtotle, and all the | 
greateſt Philoſopbers of Antiquity, that had treat- 
ed of the bumane Nature, but in vain.—The 
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Animal rationale: Aud che Animal implume bi. 


latis unguibus, neither pleaſed, nor gave me that 


Satisfaction, I expected from ſuch profound Maſ- 
ters of Science,” Beſides, there is mt one of theſe 
Philoſopbers, that aitempts to ſix the preciſe, in- 
/ eherable Boundaries, where the Brute ends, and - 

e Man begins: A Circumſtance extremely nt». 
9955 to 7 taken Notice of, by bim that would 
ſolidly write a confiſtent Hiſtory f Man and his 
Nature. 

After this I bad Recourſe to the Muderns z, - 
and above all, paid a particular 'Deference ta 
the Wr ritings of - great Mr. Locke: This Gen- 
tleman, in his excellent Eſſay upon the humane 
Under A e, has carried his Searches, as far 
into the Nature of Man, as any that had gone 
1 are him: Yon. mo inſtead clearing up 

e Difficulty in Queſtion, he ſeems the. moſt con- 
25 of any Writer upon this Subjet#. Theſe 
are his own Words, * © Fain would I nin, 
faith this great Philoſopher, ©* wherein —_ 
*« the preciſe and unmovable —_—_— 2 
« human Species: Tis plain, if we examine, 
« there is no ſuch Thing made by Nature, and 

* eflabliſhed amongſt Men. And a iittle after, 
Sg far are we from certainly knowing what 


« this Creature Man is, and how to 5 the 


te Boundaries of the Species, and and the preci 

« Number of fimple Ideas, that make = 
tc Com poſition, that many material $5 7 
ec Concezve, may ftill ariſe about them.” And : 


then immediately follows, And I i imagine, 
that none of the Definitions of the Word Man, 
e or the n ptions of that Animal, A We 
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«got have, are ſo perfect and exact, as to o ſaticfh 
* 4 conſiderate, inguiſitive Perſon.—T, bus he. 
What naw remains to be done, 'amidft theſe 
perplexing eee ? To whom ſhall we have? 
Recourſe, to explain this knotty Point, concerning 


the ofſential 7 roperties of the human Nature; ¶ and 


and where diſcover thoſe deſcriminating C harac- 
ters, that make up, that Complex Idea we call 
Man: For a full and compleat Definition or 
Deſcription muſt either comprehend ſome Mark 


or Token, inſeperably annexed to the whole Spe. © 
cies, or it never can properly be ſaid to contain ll 18 
the T hing, whereof it is a "Definition. care 
Now, had but this great Philoſopher applied 744 
himſelf, as much (in bis Search after Truth, ¶ did 
and the Improvements of the human Underſtand: * 7 
ing) to the Books of the Old, as it's vijible be ¶ vi 
bas done to "thoſe of the New Teſtament; and cr. 
fludied the Hiſtory of Moſes, relating to the Wil tu 
Creation and Fall of Man, with as much At- þo 
tention, as he has done the Epiſtles of St. Paul, Wil th 
and the other Apoſtles, there is nd Queſtion to be = 
made, but that jo great a Genius (as be was 7 
certainly Maſter of) af in that: Hiſtory, have 4. 
diſcover'd a Character, that per fettly coincides 4 
with Man, and no other Creature in Nature be- n 
des; and, which, is not taken Notice of by any Will 9 
of the Philoſep hers : For neither his being a ra- 
tional Creature, or a two-footed Animal with- / 
out Hair, will ſo entirely comport with his ef | i 
fential Properti es, but that divers other Ani- t 


mals will claim a Share with him in theſe Mt. 
tributes. 1 

If then, after all, it appears, that the moſt 
learned Philoſophers cke ven Were . in 
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their Attempts to define, and explain the Nature 
Man? If the great Mr. Locke, with all bis 
immenſe Reading and profound Fudgment, was 
unable to know what to make of him, or aſcer= 
ning WM ain the true Boundaries, where the Brute end 
are; ¶ ond the Man begins, in vain would it be for us 
o explore this ſublime Myſtery, did not Revela- 
tion afeft our Enquiries with further Helps, tban 
what are to be had, from the moſt enlightened 
Fro Natere o n 

So that tho none of the Philoſophers can belp 
us out, under theſe perplexing Difficulties; th all 
art filent, as tothe Changes of Man's Nature; yet 


lied Wl that much neglected Book of God ! Neglected, 
th, = did Lay; I revoke the Word: I mean, that' 
d- nuch eſpiſed Book, the Bible, will furniſh us 
e WM 0th 4 perfect Criterion, that univerſally diſs: 


3 | S 6 o 
criminates the Individuals of the human Na- 


6 


the il ture, fromall Animals of beftial Inſtinct, tho never 
. / nearly related to them, from the Similitude f 
vl, Wi their Properties : God, I think, was willing to ſer 


a Mark upon Man; that if he ſhould, at any 
Time, after the Tranſgreſſion, ſo far degenerate 

as to eraſe the very Principles of God, Reaſon, 

and Religion, out of bis Mind“ Et nulla ſacra 
haberet, nulla Idola; that is, ſhould be dgſtitute 

of both Prieſts and Temples; yet, under his moſt 
abjeet Depravity, he never ſhould be able to fink 
ſo far beneath himſelf, as to forget, that he was 
the tainted Offspring of a finful Parent and. 
this, more eſpecially, as he was conſtantly to carry 
abouttwith him the indelible Mark of bis Original 
Guilt, 3 


But 
Locke's Ef * on the Humane Underuanding, Vol. I. 80. 
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But, as I have greatly enlarged upon this Suk. 
ject, in the preliminary Diſcourſe to the Secanſ 
Boat; and laid down thoſe diſcriminating Cha. 
raters, that Jen agree with Man, an 
can dccord with none elſe, but the Individuals 9 
the bumane Nature alone, jo I ſhall beg Leau 
70 poſipone this Point, till I came ta treat of th: 


Propofitions formed out of theſe diſcrimnating 


Principles. es 
It is upon theſe Grounds, that I made Chaine 
of the Bible preferable to all other Books, as it 
tets us inta a more intimate Knowledge of the 
Vature of Man, than any other Writings whats 
euer: And if I am guilty of ſuperſtiticuſiy Ids 
lizang any one Thing in the World, preferable t 
all others, it is in that exceſſive Veneration (i 
there can be 225 85 Veneration, where. all i 
Ref en) that I pay to thoſe ſacred Rooks | 
For I believe, from the very Bottam | 
my Heart, that if all the SI FT of the Phi. 
lefepbers, relating to Man and his Nature, that 
hgue been fince the Foundation of the World, 
were couched into one Volume, yet, that this Volume 
would come infinitely ſhort of that real Knaus | 
ledge treaſur'd up in theſe facred Page: of this] 
divine Bock, we call the Bible. „ «oa 
Woo, tho 1 ſhall not preſume to flatter ] 
own native Country, yet, with the Approbatiom 
of the moſt learned Foreigners, I believe I may | 
juſtly ſay: That this liti * of Earth, named 
Great Britain, has produced abler Men, in all tle 
Branches of the Sciences, than . are to ble 
| 1 found in the whole Globe beſides. Our Bacon, 
Boyle, Newton, Lock and Harvey, ſcarce have 
their Equals: And it is remarkatle, that all theſe 
IEICE Th an . NLerea, 
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rigid Bolieuers of Scripture 


great Men were 
Revelation, | 2 
If we examine into the Grounds, why theje 
great Lights have riſen up in this and, abobe 
moſt of the Nations around us, no other Reaſon, as 
I bumbly conteive, tan be given, but that weof © 
this Nation, enjoy a greater Share of publick Li 
berty and Freedom of Enquiry, than any other 
People whatever : For as Men are all equally de. 
rived from the ſame original, humane Nature of 
Adam, ſo it neceſſarily follows, that there muſt 


þ by nature, be equally great Men, in all Countries, 

Languages, and People, through the World: But 

7 tbe Misfortune of all is, that Men, in moſt other 

"ol Countries, equally Great, have thei Underſtand- 

1 1 ings ſo narrowed, and their Genius's ſo cramped 

Thu! and ſhackled, from the Severity of their reſpectiue 
9 = Governments, that they cannot take in any great 

* Ona of Times or Things, for fear of jarting 

- 2 with the Santtions of their eftabliſhed Doctrines: 


So that, many times, they are obliged, under the 


rid, = /evere/} Penalties, to take Things as they find them, 
nt without the leaſt further ſearch into the Reaſons 
. and Grounds of their Eſtabliſhment. | 


To cloſe this Apology : I wiſh, withal my 
Heart, that the Infidels of this licentious Age, 
would attentively peruſe the holy Scriptures; and 
ſeriouſly reflect upon that great NOW, that will 
as ſurely exiſt to their Confufion, as the pre- 
ſent Moment does to their Shame: A Time which 


@ will lay open the Secrets of all Hearts : A Pe- 
' * WH rfoid * when the righteous Man ſhall ſtand with 
55 great Boldneſs, before the Face of ſuch as have 


heretofore afflicted him, and made no Account 
| of 
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Strangeneſs of his Salvation, fo far Abe the 
Reach of all their Thoughts; And they, repent. 


ing and groaning for very Anguiſh of Spirit 


the Saints. This will be that great Cataſtrophe, 


| "7s x) 1 
of bis | Idol: When hos ſee it, ey tht 
be confounded and terribly amazed, at the 


*4 1 5 . . | 


ſhall fay within themſelves; This was the 
MAN, whom we ſometime had in Derifion, 
and aProverbof Reproach: We Fools account. 
ed his Life Madneſs, and his End to be with- 


out Hope, but now he is numbered amongſt 
the Children of God ; and his Lot is amongſt 


when the Athieft and Infidel ſhall, in vain, e. 
to the * Mountains, — Fall on us; and to tht 
Hills — Cover us, from the incenſed Wrath 9 l 
that tremendous Fudge, whoſe Long-ſuffering ur : 
bave ſighted; whoſe Clemency we have abuſed; ll | 
and whoſe divine Records we have had in Deri- 


fon. This will be the Fate of theſe Miſcreants, 
in the midſt of Nature in Ruins; and of a Mori 
OE in the Flames Li 6 od's fiery . 


: College of Phy- 
fictans, Feb. 8. 
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- that Image of God, which diſtinguiſbed Adam 
From all other Creatures in Nature, and ſet - } 
bim at the Head of the Creation. % 1 4 


INTRODUCTION: 


Have alen to divide this little Trac 
into two Parts, becauſe it treats of Sub- 
jects that are extremely foreign to each 
aber The firſt I call a Supplement, becauſe 

it- compleats the Fir Book, corrects di- 
vers Miſtakes that were liable to Exception, 
and attempts, from a double Fact, to demon- 
ſtrate wherein the peculiar Excellencies of 
the Image of God conſiſted, that adorned 
Adam in his primitive State of Creation, and 43 
ſer him at the Head of all created Nature. - 
#1214 % B The FF" MY 
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The ſecond, I denominate an Appendis, 
becauſe it gives ſuch demonſtrative Evidences 
of the moral Tranſactions, that preceded, that 
accompanied, and were the Conſequences of the | 
generating Cauſes of original Sin (hitherto the 
Laugh and Sport of Infidels) as would for ever ſi- 
lence all Oppoſition from that Quarter, were it 
not, that Mens Heads are more govern'd by their 
vicious Paſſions and falſe Appetites, than the 
Dictates of right Reaſon and ſound Judgment. 
Now, a ſolid Judge of Mankind, and one 
that has enlarged Notions of the humane 
Nature, no ſooner reflects upon the Proceſs 
laid down in the firſt Book of the Chr:/t:an 
Philoſopher, but he quickly perceives, that the 
Truths of Revelation and Nature perfectly 
coincide, obſerves the Connexion and Depen- 
dence of their various Parts upon each other; 
and gives a ready Aſſent to the Proofs as they 
lie before him: All he is further concerned 
for, is, to know how the Author will proceed 
to execute the Remainder of this Plan, draw 
out his Reflections upon Revelation, form the 
ſeveral Parts that are yet to come, and finiſh 
the whole Work conſiſtent with the Laws of 

God, of Nature, and of Providence. . 
Upon theſe Grounds it was, that I judged. 
it highly neceſſary to ſuperadd to the firſt Book, 
after this ſupplemental Diſcourſe, an Appendix, 
as a Medium more ſtrictly to unite the Fall 
with the Creation of Man: For, the great 
Foints I ever keep in View, and labour to 
demonſtrate, through. all the five , ; | 
x : 
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That Man, upon his firſt Creation; was fas 
perior to Angels, Arch-Angels, Principalities, Þ * 
and Powers; that he held the firſt Place in 
the various Arrangements of Creatures, as they | 
ſubſiſt in the Scale of Nature, and was next, 
and immediately ſupreme under God himſelf: 
That, upon the Fall, he loſt this glorious, en- 
nobled Station; wis driven out from the Place 
of his primitive Reſidence; and ſunk down 
to the Level we now perceive him to poſſeſs 
in this fallen State of Nature: But tho' great- 
ly fallen and degraded, from what he origi- 
nally was, yet Revelation aſſures us, that, by 
the Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and me- 
diatorial Interceſſion of Chriſt, he ſhall again 
re-aſcend to thoſe glorious Regions of Bliſs 
and Immortality, and be united to the Son, 
even as he is with the Father. 8810 
For as there is an indiſſolvable Bond be- 
xt Chriſt and us, from his partaking of the 
me humane Nature, out of which we were 
originally hewen; ſo is it impoſſible, in the 
Nature of Things, that he ever can be ſepa- 
rated from us, or advanced to any Preroga- 
tiyes or Dignities, that we ſhall not be Parta- 
kers with him in, unleſs we defeat our Title 
by a looſe Converſation or wicked Life: And 
for this Reaſon we are ſaid to judge Angels; 
to judge the World: And our Saviour tells 
the twelve Apoſtles, that they ſhall ſit on 
twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of 
Irae]: But theſe ſeveral Titles of Dignity, 
conferred upon the Individuals of the humane 
LEGIT B Nature 


, 


Nature, can only be underſtood. of Man, as 
1555 relate to the Saints, who are to be Aſſeſ- 

nals with Cbriſt in his Judgment-Seat ; and 
with him, at that dreadful Day, to paſs a fi- 
nal and irreverſible Sentence upon Angels 
Mien, and the World. 

So that however I may be miſtakes j in di- 
vers Things, relating to ho ſeveral Parts of 
this Divine Eſſay, and which I ſhall- moſt 
readily retra&t upon fuller Information; yet, 
in what relates to the Dignity of Man above 

Angels, as he was originally created in the J. 
mage of God, I can never give up; becauſe, in 
this Particular, I am not only * perſuaded, 
but perfectly know I am right, if the Word 
of God be true; and doubt not, if I am en- 
couraged to go on, but to make this Point 
clearly out to the Satisfaction of every impar- 
er and unprejudiced Reader.. 

But divers Perſons perhaps will be 24 
to aſ . Jo what Ends and Purpoſes do you 
advance this Doctrine relating to the Dignity 
of the humane Nature: And what are the Be- 

nefit's you propoſe: to Religion, by thus heighten- 

ing the Dignity of Man, above the moſt favoured 

Creatures of God? To theſe Queſtions I an- 

ſwer: To very great and important Purpoſes 
every way; for, ir, as it is a Truth eſta- 

[aj 1 bliſhed in Revelation; ſo, upon that very 
14 Ground it ought to be received, and inculca- 
114 ted by all, that believe the Scriptures of the 
1 Old and New Teſtament to be the inſpired 
Word of God: But, ſecondly, This Doctrine, 
A S & 5 relating 
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relating to the Dignity of the humane Nature, 
will manifeſtly ſerve to raiſe our Concep- 
tions of Religion itſelf, eſpecially of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as nothing leſs than a Re- 
velation from God could ever have let us in- 
to the Myſtery of this great Truth: For,* 
from all Hiſtory it appears, that the gentife 
Philoſophers never could conceive, that Man 
had ever been in a more perfect State of Na- 
ture, than what we find him in at preſent; 
and which fallen State, does not ſeem to have 
the leaſt Reſemblance with that Image of 
God, in which he was originally created. 
Thirdly, It will give us a true Notion of the 
future Dignity of our Nature, and of that 

Glory which e'er long ſhall be revealed to all 
Men :' And, therefore, this great Point could 
only be aſcertained by the Spirit of God, ma- 
nifeſting this Truth to us by a Revelation of 

his Will. And, Jafly, It will prevent us from 
either falling into mean Actions, or, from a- 

ny Cauſe, ſinking beneath the Dignity of our 
Character: For, no Man, while he has in 
View, the Honour of his Deſcent from tge 

Deity, and the Glory he ſhall be reſtored 10, 
can ſuffer himſelf to be ſeduced, either to 

think a mean Sentiment, or do a baſe or un- 

_ wotthy Action; fo that ſuch noble, elevated 
Thoughts and Conceptions of the humane Na- 
ture, muſt neceſſarily have an Influence upon 

our Lives and Converſations; and, once they 

are generally embraced, make us both better 
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(6) : 
Men, and better Chriſtians in all the impore 
tant Offices of Life. | 
But, if Gentlemen, notwithſtanding this 
glaring Evidence, are reſolved to keep to the 
old Grounds in Defence of Religion, and will 
not ſuffer Adam to have been any higher in 
his primitive State of Creation, than what we 
| And Man in, under this fallen State of Things, 
ſave that he was clear of Sin, and Crime, and 
Guilt ; then the Temptation of Eve, the 
Speech of the Serpent, and the moral Attri- 
butes of God, in ' ſuffering Adam to en- 
gage againſt ſo mighty an Enemy, are ſuch 
ſtrong Fences for Infidels to reſt their wick- 
ed Cauſe upon, that the Advocates, in fa- 
vour of Revelation, can never get over: For, 
it is from the little Satisfaction, that has hi- 
therto been given upon this great Event of the 
Fall, that theſe Gentlemen triumph: How 
unreaſonable, ſay they, was it to ſet that 
mighty Arch-Angel Satan againſt poor Adam, 
with little Reaſon, and leſs Strength; that 
mighty Arch-Angel (as they puſn the Objec- 
tion) accuſtomed to war againſt the puiſſant 
Armies of the living God: What Wonder if 
he fell; or rather would not the Wonder have 
been greater, had he ſtood, ſurrounded by ſo 
potent an Enemy. Thus Infidels, in their Rea- 
ſonings, err; for, Adam was ſo far from being 
leſs, that he was formed greater in Power, 
and higher in Dignity, than even that fallen 
Cherub himſelf, when an Angel of Light. In 
ſhort, there are ſo many Ups and Downs, 
RS e 9 5 5 Chaſms 
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Chang and Breaks, in the Fall of Man, th 


give Light and Evidence to a Matter of that 


high Importance; yet all theſe Difficulties en- 
tirely vaniſh, and the Truth ſhines out with 


the greateſt Luſtre, if you ground the Defence 
of Revelation, rejating to the Fall, upon the 
Poſitions laid down in the following Pages. 


Not that I advance Adam into this ſupreme 
State and Dignity, becauſe it makes for my 


Purpoſe ; but I raiſe him to this Preheminence, 
becauſe it is conformable to Revelation, ma- 
nifeſtly accords with divers Texts of Scrip- 


ture, and perfectly coincides with the Maxims 


of Nature, and the moral Reaſon and Fitneſs 
of Things. However, I am not flaviſhly at- 
tached to any Party or Sect of Men; neither 
do I condemn any Man, that may differ from 
me upon theſe Notions and Principles. My a- 
vowed Deſign, in going upon this Work, was 
the univerſal Good of Mankind: And as I 
pretend to no Inſpiration, but what is the 
ordinary Allotment of Men, living under the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel ; ſo I ground my Faith and Hopes 
of a better Life upon. the moſt Catholick 
Principles, 2212; The Belief of one God, and u- 
mverſal Charity for all Mankind. © 

Now, as I am neither a Prieſt, nor the Son 
of a Prieſt, and conſequently under no Temp- 


| fations, that may warp my Affections from 


the Standard of Truth ; fol judged that theſe 
al „ Con- 


going upon theſe Principles, you never can 
diſcover that Connexion of Facts neceſſary to 
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Conſiderations wou ron with the Infidele 
themſelves, more readily to read and examins 
the Proofs brought, 2 Nach an unbiaſſed Ad- 


ſpire 


vacate, in Favour of Revelation, and in 
the Clergy to ſupport the Intereſts of a Gen- 
tleman engaged in the ſame glorious Cauſe 
with themſelves; but I was deceived in both: 
For, divers of the Infidels, having nothing in 
View, but the Indulgence of their lawleſs 
Luſts and Paſſions, expreſſly told me, That if 
I could demonſtrate every Paſſage of my De- 
fence to be conformable to Revelation, and 
every Text of Scripture'to be the infallible 
Word of God; yet they would continue to-livs 
as they liſt; and enjoy the Pleaſures of this 


Life, whatever became of them in the next. 


I confeſs, as we Phyſicians are under ma- 
nifeſt, publick Prejudices, in Relation to Relis 
gion, ſo I was told, that the greateſt Diſcoun! 
tenance would ariſe from that Quarter: But 
how great was my Surprize, when 1 received 
divers Letters from Gentlemen of the Profeſſion, 
expreſſing their Pleaſure at a Defence, ground 
ed upon Principles ſo likely to ſucceed. A. 
gain, how great was my Surprize, when di- 
vers of the Clergy cenſured my Attempt; 
and entreated me not to proceed further 
upon theſe Subjects; for, that the fame 
Things had been much better handled by 0 
ther Authors before. 
I readily acknowledge, that, in the Firſt 
Book, there are divers Things liable to Ex- 
ception ; But, Beg theſe Gentlemen pres 
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(9) 
their old Friend, Horace's Advice, they would. wy 
not ſo haſtily have condemned. that Werk. 
Di. plurk nitent Non ego pautis"offendar . 
Macubs. Where divers Things are elegant; 
where many conſort with Nature; I am not 
wont, ſays the Poet, to cenſure a Tow tifling 
Miſtakes. | SUES 

Now, the Point in btb, is not whethes | 
1 am miſtaken in ſome Patticulars of that. 
Book, yea, greatly miſtaken; but the great 
point to be refolved, is, whether re Plan 1 
go upon is right; whether it coigeides with 
the Maxims of Nature, the true Phlloſop 
of Being; and is ſupported by the Evidence 
of Scripture-Revelation : And, ib it perfect 
tallies, in all its Branches, with the 
Principles, then it ought to be emb 


all that believe the Scriptures of the Old hee | 


New Teſtament to be the revealed Willof God. 


For my own Part, as I engaged upon this 
Work, with a fincers Intent, to ferve the In- 
tereſts of Religion; ſo, upon the foregoing 
Remonſtrances, I have reſolved not to interfete 
any farther in the Controverſy; but ſhall leave 
theſs trite Obſervations, upon the Riſe and 
Fall of Man, 'to be improved b Gentlemen 
who underſtand the Idiom of Lin nguages, and 
the critical Diſtinctions of Words much bet- 


ter than my ſelf. 
ppland due cb | 


For tho' 1 mightily. 3. 


graphers that labour to aſcertain the true Senfe 


and Derivation of Words, yet, certain 1 am, 


that the — of Things is much more 
excel- 


10) ] 
_ txcellent;; and the Knowledge of divine Thingy 
-Ipfinitely/preferable to all other Learning in 
the World: And for this Reaſon, as it pleased 
God to endue me with a little Portion of com. 
mon Senſe, ſo I have laboured to improve that 
Talent in the beſt manner I was able, both 
In Divinity, Philoſophy, and Phyſick : And 
whether I have been ſo happy as to make any 
Advances in theſe three ſupreme Branches of 
the Sciences, is.a Point I ſhall leave to the De- 
termination. of the Learned World. 
Throygh all this Work, I labour to eſtabliſh 
the internal Evjdence of Scripture, by demon- 
ſtrating all along, that there are divers Marks, 
Fokens, and Characters, that fo clearly bear 
the Image and Authority of God, that. none 
but he alone could poſſibly be their Author, I 
was thus, that in reading thoſe ſacred Records, 
andperceiving the Connexion of divers Paſſages, 
with the Events of Nature; and judging from 
| theſe Events, what may reaſonably be expec- 
ted to happen: That I am _ both a 
better Man, and a better Chriſtian, in all the 
focial Offices of Life ; and (if I do not greatly 
miſtake) an abler Phyfician alſo, than I ever 
ſhould have been, in caſe I had 1 never peruſed 
thoſe ſacred Volumes. 
For Moſes has treaſured up, in the Penta: 
teuch, much real Knowledge of Nature, not to 
be met with in any other Books whatever. 
And this divine Legiſlator has couched a Pro- 
_ Poſition in fix or ſeven Monoſyllables, that 
when rightly explained x and properly * 
6ut 


8 1 

out into all its polible Conſequences "Clears 
up a weighty Phenomenon in Nature, that 
baffled the profound Ari ſtotle, the learned Ga- 
n, and al the great Philoſophers, Phyſicians 
and Anatomiſts, that have engaged upon the 
Subject, from thoſe Times down to our oven: 
They all attempted to explore the ſublime 
Cauſe, and numberleſs Volumes have been 
writ to explain the Difficulties, that encumber 
the Subject, but in vain: And yet, as Moſes 
treats the Poſition, it anſwers through all 
the Tribes of Animals i in the Creation ; and is 
confirmed by Experience and matter of Fact, 
as far as our Obſervations reach, 

In ſhort, the Scriptures of the Old and Neu 
Teſtament contain a Syſtem of the human 
Nature, the grandeſt, . moſt. extenſive, and 
compleateſt, that ever was divulged to the 
World fince the Foundation of Nature; and 
ſuch a Scheme as the greateſt Wits that ever 
were, never could diſcover, unaſſiſted by the 
Spirit of God; And therefore, moſt certainly 
we muſt allow this Almighty Sovereign to 
have a Reach in his Councils, beyond the 
Depths of our ſhallow Wiſdom to fathom ; 
different Meaſures to proceed upon, than what 
naturally lie open to the compaſs of our ſcanty 
Views; and, which, without the Aſſiſtance of 
Divine Revelation, muſt for ever have con- 
tinued in Darkneſs and Obſcurity. For who, 
but God alone, could regulate ſo many great 
Events; reconcile ſo many jarring Intereſts; 
remove ſo many mighty Obſtacles ; and * 

only 
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(9 
only Foraſes but provide againſt all thoſe nu- 
merous Conſe 
dictions, that from the Creation and Fall 
thro' fo many diſtant” Ages, were to embarrak 
the Seed of the Woman. 

Now the firft Promiſe upon the Fall was, 
Ther the Seed of the 'Woman fhnuld bruiſe th 
 Serpent's Head ®. The Promiſe to Abraban 
was, Wat in thy Seed all the Nations vf thi 
Earth ſhall be blefſed. All the Fews behicyed 
this Seed of Abraham to be the fame with the 
Seed of the Woman: How could an honeſt 
well-meaning, tefle&ting Few ſee this, and 50 
diſcover an inſurmountable Difficulty; afl 
4 Difficulty equally as obſcure as the ' Myſ. 


tery of the Tano itſelf can be to any 


Cbriſtian Man: Nay, to a judicions Te, 
muſt be a manifeſt Contradiction in "Terms; 
and a ſeeming Contradiction in the Natute d 
Things: Fot if the Meſiab was to be abſo. 
lutely and properly the Seed of the Wemat 
that is Eve, how could he poſſibly be the Seed 
of Man that is Abraham; ; yet we Know thit 
God, by diſperſing the Darkneſs, that obſcured 
this Revelation, under the Moſaick Diſpenſi- 


tion, has ſafficiently made out: That the A 


fab was both the Seed of the Woman, and 


the Seed of Man, according to the true an 
literal Import of the Words. And the Har- 
mony of the New Teftament, that diſcowen 
the N of that” great Event, 0 
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quences, and ſeeming Contra 
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the wonderful Con eption, and Birth of Chriff, 
perfectly reconciles all theſe inſurmountable 
Difficulties, with which this Event of the In- 

carnation was befote embarraſſed; and which 
never could have been cleared up, without a 
Revelation, atteſting the * Matter of Fact, as 

it was fully compleated in the Perſon of Chriſt. 
To conclude: I think proper here to adver- 
tiſe the Reader, that I have not always, in what 
relates to the Propoſitions, either in the Firſt 
Book, or this Supplement and Appendix, kept 
vp to the ſtrict Rules of Logical Inferenge: 
For, ſometimes the Proofs go before the Pro- 
poſition, and then the Propoſition itſelf is an 
eee and the ſubſequent Diſcourſe a Scho- 
lium upon it: Sometimes the Proofs follow, 
and then the Propoſition is a ſtated Fact, and 
the Diſcourſe upon it an Inference that de- 
monſtrates the Truth of that Fa&. And thus 
I have placed Things in that Point of View, 
as I judged might beſt help to inform an or- 
dinary Reader, in what relates. to the various 
Events, as revealed under both the eib and 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation: For, the Propoſitions 
themſelves, are only particular Heads of the 
Sections contracted into a narrower Compals ; 
that the Connection of the preceding and ſub- 
ſequent Facts, may more eafily be comprehend- 
ed by a Perſon fincerely attach'd to Truth. 
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St. Luke, i. 34, 35. 
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of the Temper, Genius, and Difpofitioni of 


Mind, neceſſary to form a right Fudement 
of the. ot on, Fall, and K — of 
Man; as theſe ſublime Doctrines are reveal. 
ed in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament. | Ac 


N the * Firſt Book I obſerved, with what 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind we ought 


to write of God and his Attributes; and how 


difficult it is to reach the Sublime, and form 


our Thoughts and Words aright, when the 


Almighty is the Object of our Contempla. 
tions. I am now come to ſpeak of the Tem- 

r and Genius neceſſary to judge of the 
ublime Truths of Revelation, once we are aſ- 


fared that this Revelation comes from God. 


For I judge it highly neceſſary, before we 


proceed to give the Hiſtory of the Serpent ; 


the Temptation of Eve; and the Changes 
that happened to Adam upon that fatal Event; 
to make ſome ſhort Reflections, upon the Scrip- 


ures of the Old and New Teſtament ; and, 


as much as poſſible, fix the Senſe of thoſe 
Texts that ſpeak of the Image of God, as it 
was in Man upon his firſt Creation : For, if 
we only read thoſe facred Volumes, as we do 
« other 
—  ___ 
Ste Sei. I. p. 35, 36. 
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„ 
6ther Pieces of Hiftory ; then it is abſolutely 
impofſible, that we ever can diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the * Spirit, that lies concealed under 
the obſcure Veil of the Letter, and the obvious 
import of the Words, as they comprehend the 
« of W manifeſt Senſe of the Text, and which a Hea- 
ment WW then may equally underſtand with a Chriftzan : 
„ of MW And it is upon theſe Grounds, that I, with 
veal St. Paul, all along ves between the 
New © Spirit and the Letter of Revelation. The 

former gives Life and Wiſdom to him that 
hat £2ds it: The latter threatens Death and De- 
ſtruction to all that reſt their Hopes upon ſo 
precarious a Principle. | 

If therefore Revelation have a ſpiritual 
\ th Meaning, diſtin& from the Letter; and is con- 
verſant about Things ſuperior to our fallen 
Nature, then, in judging of the ſacred Truths 
che ontained in this Revelation, we ought to ele- 
vate the Soul, ſpiritualize our Affections, and 
enlarge our Thoughts to take in thoſe revealed 


ede Events, according to their Dignity and Im- 
ent; Portance: For there is a peculiar Greatneſs of 
3 


Sentiment in Revelation, anſwerable to the 
Grandeur of Ideas the ſacred Text treats of: 
If the Objects are lofty, ſo muſt the Genius be 
that attempts their Diſcovery; or elſe the De- 
ſigns of Providence will appear clouded with 
Darkneſs to him. 
For tho the Tranſactions of the primitive 
Ages, before the Flood, are contracted into a 
very narrow compaſs; and do not take up 
above 


EY 
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en. u. 2 7, 29. 3 
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above five or ſix Chapters; yet the Varies of 
- Circymſtances attending that Period; and ne. 
ceſſary for Man to know, are fully revealed: 
So that in thoſe ſhort Hints, relating to the 
Ante-diluvian State, every Word almoſt con- 
tains a Page; every Page a Book, and every 
Book a Volume: And, many times in this ori-. 
ginal Revelation, the Reader, in order to get 
at the true Drift and Deſign of the ſacred Wri- 
ter, will be obliged to draw out divers Deduc- 
tions from one ſingle Text in Geneſis, and 

muſt ſeek for their Explanation in the 0 
diſtant Parts of Scripture. 

Thus, when God tells us: That Adam was 
formed in the. Image of God; we muſt not 
take this Image, and level it with the abject 
Notions we have of Things, or any Likeneſ,, 
we find about us, in Nature; but we muſt 
lift up our Minds, to conceive Ideas, if poſſi- 

ble, Mabie to the Dignity of the Expreſiion 
5 conſider this Image as a peculiar Grace 
and Fayour vouchſafed to Adam by Almighty 
God ; ; and to imply ſomewhat in Man ſupe- 
rior to all other Creatures, and what no IT th 
Claſs of Creatures received u pon their Crea- th 
tion beſides himſelf: And the Reaſons of this w. 
are not to be drawn from the“ Letter in the MW v. 
Old; but from the Spirit under the new Dif- I th 
penſation, as will more clearly appear, when ty 
we come to ſpeak of theſe Subjects. ſu 

In a Word, the glorious Scenes, that this St 
humane Nature, (vile as now it may appeal) 
| ſha 


„ Nom. vii. 6. 


3 (7) 
ſhall be advanced to, in the Reſurrection to 
Eternal Life, are repreſented by the Apoſtle, 


as moſt aſtoniſhing and inexpreflible: For we 
know, from the Reaſons of Nature, that Eye 
has ſeen, Ear heard; and the Heart of Man 


has been able to conceive the mighty Glories 
of Alexander: The ſplendid Triumphs of Cæ- 
ſar ; and the moſt affecting Scenes, that can 
adorn the Magnificence of the greateſt Mo- 
narch upon Earth; but the Apoſtle expreſsly 
aſſures us, that Eye has not ſeen, Ear heard; 
nor has it once entered into the Heart of Man 
to conceive thoſe tranſcendent, glorious Re- 
wards, that God has treaſured up for all thoſe 
that devoutly love and fear him. 

Now the Truth of thoſe exalted Scenes, who 
could better deſcribe than himſelf, who was 
caught up to the * third Heaven, and there per- 
mitted to ſee thoſe ſurpaſſing Glories that ex- 
ceeded all Deſcription: So that, upon his Return, 
neither his Ideas, nor his Words could reach the 
ſublime Height of thoſe aſtoniſhing and inex- 


preſſible Objects. And how is it poſſible, that 


there could be this Difference in theſe Glories, if 
the primitive State of Perfection in which Adam 
was created had not been different, from what 
we now perceive ourſelves in: And how could 
that exceeding, or moſt aſtoniſhing Stateof Glo- 
ry, we ſhall hereafter be advanced to, be ſo far 
ſuperior to what we now enjoy, in this fallen 
State of Nature, if there was not to be a 
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_ Change 


(1) 
Change in our vile Bodies; and how could 
there be any Neceflity for this Change, if 
thoſe Bodies had not funk down from their 
primitive State of Nature, and become thus 


vile upon the Fall: And thus it appcars, that 


thoſe heavenly Objects would dazzle our Fa- 
culties, and confound our Nature, were our 
Bodies to remain the fame identical Bodies, in 
the Reſurrection to Eternal Life, that they 
are in this fallen State of Nature: And, upon 
theſe Grounds it is, that St. Paul tells us: 
* That Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the King- 
dom of Heaven, and that theſe vile Bodies of 
ours, before the Enjoyment of thoſe glorions 
Scenes, muſt be changed like unto Chrifs 
glorions Body; which is a Truth, that neither 
Nature nor Reafon could ever have diſcovered, 
and which only can be aſcertained from the 
ſacred Word of God. 
. It is a great Misfortune, and one great 
Cauſe of our falling mto dangerous Errors; 
that we moſt commonly judge of revealed and 
Heavenly Objects, by thoſe that affect out 
Senſes, in this fallen State of Nature; and la- 
bour to bring down all reveal'd Truths to the 
level of our natural Faculties. But if we 
would judge according to right Judgment, 
and ſet a nt 5 pr ro Privi- 
leges of Revelation, we ought to raiſe the 
Mind, elevate the Soul, and lift up the intel 
lectual Faculties out of the ordinary Scenes of 

Nature; that, by the Aſſiſtance of this neu 
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(#9) 
revealed ti NAY we may entertain & jult Idea 
e 1 ſet before us, in the 
s Chrift 
pr ef it be a New Light; then it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that the 5 — uſe of out 
Faculties, could not comprehend it; and if 
a Revelation was wanting; then, in judging 
of the Truths contained in that Revelation, 
we muſt elevate the Underſtanding to take in 
thoſe reveal'd Ideas, according to the Intention 
and Will of God; and not depreſs thoſe Ideas 
to the Meaſure of our natural Light. For if 
we are to attach them to what we call natural 
Objects; how cornes Revelation to be a Light 
at all: If every Thing revealed be correſpon- 
dent with our 2 Powers, how comes the 
Apoſtle to call it 4 marvellous * 1 wel 75 
rious Light of the Goſpel; a Light to emigbten 
the Gent 4 orld, . „ before that Period, ſat 
in Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death; 

In ſhort, 1 doubt not to fay, that all thoſe 
People, that have fubmitted to the Mahometan 
Religion; and other Nations, that labour un- 
der thick Darkneſs, have come into that mi- 
ſerable Bondage, from their depreſſing this glo- 
rious Light of the Goſpel; for was it not fit, 
in the Nature of Things, that God ſhould re- 
move both the Candle and Candleſtick out of 
the Tents of thofe impious Men, and give 
them up to believe a Lye, and fall into the 
moſt ſottiſh Deluſion and Enthufiaſm, who 
made no better Returns for the hae... 
of this tranſcendent Merey. 


; (20 
It is upon theſe leveling Notions, that che 
Generality of Men have judged, that the Rea- 
ſons of Nature were originally grounded upon 
the ſame Principles, that ſupport them in this 
fallen State of Things: They proceed to ſay, 
that Adam had but little Preheminence and 
Dignity above us his fallen Offspring, ſave, 
that he was in a State of Innocence; and clear 
of Sin, of Crime; and of Guilt. They judge the 
Argument well founded, and think there is 
good Warrant for explaining the Creation and 
Fall of Man in this manner, becauſe, ſay they, 
our Saviour aſſumed his Nature from Adam, 
in the ſame upright Circumſtances, in which 
that firſt of Men was created: Theſe are the 
Sentiments of theſe Gentlemen upon the Crea- 
tion and Fall of Man, 

But if we examine the Thing thoroughly, 
we ſhall quickly perceive, that no good In- 


| ference can be drawn, from that Event of the 


Incarnation of Chrift, that will any ways affect 
Adam's primitive State of Glory; becauſe the 
Redemption of Man made it neceſſary, that 
our Saviour ſhould be in the ſame upright Cir- 
cumſtances with Adam, according to his pri- 
mitive State of Innocence, and yet derive his 
Manhood from our fallen, not our original State 
of Nature: And from whence I infer 

Prop. I. That the Revelation of the Old and 
New Teflament is a glorious Light, containing 
divers myſterious Truths in Nature; that the 
moſt enlarged Capacity of Man never could have 
di cover 'd, without the Aſſiſtance of the Divine 
Spirit of Cad. Now 


| (21) 
| Now as Revelation is the Will of God ma- 
nifeſted to Man in a State of Nature; ſo there 
is a peculiar fixed Senſe in the reveal'd Word, 
which is as eternal and immutable as the Laws 
of Nature themſelves; and which cannot be 
reverſed, altered, or amended by any Power 
upon Earth: And whoever has the Happineſs 
to diſcover the Connection of Ideas affixed 
to this true Senſe will, at the ſame time, be 
able to diſcover all thoſe Truths, that relate to 
God, Nature, and Providence, as revealed in 
thoſe ſacred Volumes. 0 | 
To render us capable of comprehending 
thoſe ſublime and important Truths, it is high- 
ly neceſſary, that the Mind be perfectly diſen- 
gaged from all Paſſion and Prejudice, from all 
Parties and Factions; and, as far as poſſible, 
diveſted of all thoſe Vices and Immoralities, 
that are incident to affect our Nature: Under 
theſe Circumſtances, the Man will be moſt 
properly diſpoſed to contemplate thoſe Divine 
Books, the Fountain and Treaſury of all Science. 
Under this Diſpoſition, the Soul is moſt ſuſ- 
ceptable of the facred Impreſſions; and her 
Faculties open to the Influence of the Holy. 
Spirit of God. But the Misfortune of all is: 
That Men's Actions will ſeldom bear the Teſt 
of this Scrutiny : Moſt Men live a perpetual 
Lye, in their Lives and Converſations, to thoſe 
ſacred Truths; and therefore they blind their 
Eyes, cloſe their Ears, and ſear up their Con- 
ſciences, leſt the glorious Brightneſs of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould diſcover their Crimes, 
ny _ inter- 


(22) 
interfers with their Intereſts, and oblige them 
to abandon their habitual Vices and Laſts: 
It is for theſe Reaſons alone, that Men love 
Darkneſs rather than Light, viz, becauſe their 
Deeds are evil, and will not bear the Teſt of 
Day: They are reſolved aforehand, from a 
Depravity of the Will, rather than a Want of 
Rectitude in the Underſtanding, to continue 

in the Ways of Wickedneſs and Sin, purſue 
their brutiſh Inclinations, and depart from the 
Knowledge of the Path of Life. 

Would you know then the real Cauſe, why 
ſo many People are tinctured with the Prin- 
ciples of Infidelity in this licentious Age? 
Look into the World, examine the Lives and 
Converſations of Mankind, and compare them 
with the Divine Writings of Chriſt and od ba A- 
poſtles, and you will quickly perceive; that 
there cannot be two Objects, in Nature, more 
oppoſite in Colour and nate, than Mens 
Lives and Actions are diſtorted from the Pre- 
cepts of thoſe Sacred Volumes. This is the true 
Cauſe of Infidelity ; this the Grounds of all that 
Contempt, that is daily flung upon the Clergy, as 
they are the Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 

Now, the Revelation of the Old and New 
Teſtament is nothing more, than the Reaſons 
of that Branch of Nature, revealed to Man in 
2 State of- Nature; and of which he could 
not entertain the leaft Nation or Idea, withe 
out its Aſſiſtance: For, while Man was left 
to be governed by the mere Dictates of Na- 
ture, be neyer could know, that any Thing 
- EC n 


in Nature, had ever exiſted upon a di 
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Footing, than what we now perceive it to ob- 
tain; or that Man had ever been in a more 
upright State of Bliſs and Happineſs, than 


what he now enjoys in this imperfect S ate of 


Things: And, from theſe vifible Defects of 
our natural Knowledge, I infer. _ . 
Prop. Il. That Reaſon is not an adequate 


Judge 7 Divine Revelation, becauſe there are 


divers Paſſages in thoſe ſacred Books, that infi 
nitely tranſcend the Reach of natural Reaſon 

to comprehend. 85 
To judge properly of Truths relating to 
this Divine Light, we muſt not only refine 
our Reaſon, elevate our Conceptions of Things, 
and diveſt our Minds of all Biaſs from the 

Paſſions, as we obſerved above; but there 
muſt be ſuperadded to Man's Nature, the 
Gifts of a Spirit, different from thoſe he en- 
joys as Man; or elſe it is abſolutely im- 
poſſible, he ever can make a tight Judg- 
ment of the Doctrines contained in Divine 
Revelation &. For, St. Paul extremely well 
diſtinguiſhes between that carnal Wiſdom, 
the Effects of Man's natural Spirit (and 
which is neceflary to perfect him in the Po- 
licies of this World;) and that Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom ariſing from the Effects of a ſupernatu- 
tal Gift; and which is equally neceſſary, to 
enable Man to live up to the Dignity of his 
reſtored Nature. The Apoſtle tells us, that 
the Princes of this World, and all thoſe that 
= inceſſantly 


® 1 Cor. ii. 8 7. 45. 


.. = 
inceſſantly labour to enlarge their Dominions, 
heap up Wealth, and get Riches, often ob- 
tain great Portions of this firſt Knowledge, 
which he calls carnal Wiſdom, or, the Wiſdom 
of this World, But, the Wiſdom of God, or 
the Books of Divine Revelation, as he there 
goes on, contain ſuch ſublime Truths, as muſt 
neceſſarily be looked upon as Fooliſbneſi by the 
carnal and vitious Man; and thoſe that are 
habitually immerſed in the Luſts and Plea- 
ſures of this Life. | 

This latter Wiſdom, as the Apoſtle finely 
_ obſerves, is the Gift of God; and an Effect 
of that Spirit, which is in Man by the Sancti. 
fication of the Holy Ghoſt *. This is that myf- 
terious or hidden Wiſdom, which none of the 
Princes of this World knew'; nor, as Princes, 
could know : But you will aſk perhaps: How 
came they not to know it? Why; the Apo- 
ſtle will tell you. Becauſe they never ſought 
it, upon the Principles of true Virtue, Good- 
neſs, and Piety : For, had they ſought it up- 
on theſe Grounds, then they certainly would 
have known it, and never have facrificed to 
their Ambition and Luſts the Lord of Glory. 
David, Solomon, Fofiah, (and a very few 
more) were the only Princes we read of, 
under the Jeuiſb OEconomy, that obtained 
this Wiſdom ; and they obtained it, becauſe 
they ſought it upon the Principles, that al- 
ways will obtain it, viz. Humility, Obedi- 
ence, and Prayer, | 9 


Reaſon, 
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(25), 
- Reaſon, as we obſerved i in the * Firſt: Book” 
was not an original Appurtenance of our firſt 


Nature, but a baſtard Principle, that came in 


upon the Fall, to ſupply the Defe& of our 
intellectual Knowledge, that was greatly im- 
paired upon that fatal Event: For, we know 
very well, that Reaſon is an Effect of our 
Perceptions; ; and theſe Perceptions, the Re- 
ſult of our ſenſitive Nature, as the Ideas of 
Objects affect the ſenſitive Organs, and are 
conveyed to the Mind by their Impulſe: 
That we cannot reaſon without Objects, nor 
can Objects be conveyed to the Mind without 
a due Modulation of the ſenſitive Organs: * 
follows therefore, that the Fall was that 
ticular Period, when our Reaſon firſt com- 


menced: And, that, before this fatal Time, 


the whole Soul was intellectual; and could 
have an intuitive View of every Object, with- 
out the leaſt Obſtruction from the corporeal 
Vehicle, in which it was incloſed : But, when, 
upon that great Event, the carnous Cruſt, or 
this Weight of corrupted Fleſh, we now car- 
ry about us, was ſuperadded to the corporeal 
Vehicle, as a Puniſhment for our Sin; then 
the ſenſitive Powers -firſt roſe up in Man; 
then the Soul herſelf became impriſoned un- 
der this Veil of Fleſh : Then Objects darken- 
ed to the Underſtanding, and ſhe no longer 
received any Ideas from without, but what 


made their Entrance through thoſe Organs of 


the Senſes : Then it was, that numberleſs Or- 
: ders 


JT 


* See Book I. Pag. 52. &c. 


* 
| (a6) 
ders of intellectual Creatures (as we ſhall prove 
in the Sequel) vaniſhed from our Eyes, that 
Adam, or we, never ſaw from that Moment: 
Then, that which before was intellectual and 
certain, became now only reaſonable, pro- 
bable, and a Ground for Belief; for the 
Soul could not now intuitively. ſee, by the 
native Force of her intellectual Powers, the 


Connection of Objects, as ſne could under her tha 
primitive State of Perfection: And this Bar C. 
or Lett could be occaſioned from nothing elſe Cr 


but this carnous Cruſt, that then took Poſſeſ- the 
ſion, not only of Adam and Eve, but of us tin 
their tainted Seed alſo, and which greatly ob- th 
ſtructed our Knowledge of both Nature and Wl © 
the Laws of Nature. : 7 

Now, if a Philoſopher, notwithſtanding J 
what we have faid, is reſolved to meaſure this Wl ” 
glorious Light of Revelation, by the narrow Ml ©* 


Scantlings of his faded Reaſon : If he wil M © 
form his Conceptions of Adam and Eve, as ill © 
of Beings no higher in the Scale of Nature, Wl * 
than what we are in this fallen State of Things; 1 
and from thence conclude, that thoſe illu- Il © 
trious Perſonages did obtain, in their primitive P 
State of Creation, little Preheminence aboye 1 
us their fallen Offspring, ſave that they were : 
clear of Guilt, and Sin, and Crime ; then he | 
will neither be able to draw out a conſiſtent 1 
Scheme of Creation, nor diſcover the Fall to | 
have any Relation with the Redemption of 
Man, according to the Courſe of Nature: c 


Then all will be irregular, and in Confuſion : 


GIN 
and none of theſe great Events, the Founda- 
tion of our Faith, appear to have any Con- 
nexian with each qther: Then this Want of 
Rectitude, in theſe great Events, will be ſuf- 
kcient to defizoy the whole Plan, as neither 
confiſtent with the Laws of God or Nature. 

But if, according to the true Philoſaphy of 
Nature, you eleyate Man into the Station, 
that God really placed him in, upon his firſt 
Creation : If you advance bim to be the ficſt 
Creature under Heaven, and impreſs upon him 
the Divine Image of his Maker; then, from 
theſe Poſitions, it neceflarily follows: That 
the Principles we laid down in the Firſi Beal, 
as the Grounds of this noble Scheme, [viz. 
That Man, in bis - original Creation, was 
formed ſuperior to Angels, and the moſt fa- 
vourite Creatures God] will perfectly coin- 
cide with the whole Plan: Then, the inſpi- 
red Hiſtorians of the Old Teſtament will ſhine 
upon Moſes; the Prophets upon both, with 
a Light ſuperior to either of the former: 
Then, the New Teſtament will give a Sanc- 
tion to the Old; and Chriſ and his Apoſtles 
perfectly coincide with Moſes and the Prophets 
in all the great Events, as they relate to the 
Redemption of Man, and the Dignity of the 
humane Nature: So that (proceeding upon theſe 
Meaſures) the further you go from the Fountain 
Head of Revelation, the Streams will till run 
clearer; and the Lights ſhine brighter: Then, 
the Connection of all the Parts, relating to the 
Creation, Fall, and Redemption of Man, will 

| 3 clearly 


(2) 

clearly appear to be grounded upon both Reaſon 
and Nature, and to have an entire Dependante 
on Revelation: Then, a moſt beautiful, regy- 
lar, and ſurpriſing Harmon will run through 

the ſeveral Branches of this Divine Order, from 
Geneſis to the Revelations, without the leaf 
Jar, Break, or Chaſm, to interrupt the U. 

nity of this noble Complotment: And then 
(to conclude all) we ſhall be obliged, from 
the irreſiſtable Evidences of theſe glaring Proofs, 
to give a ready aſſent to this Divine Light; 
and, ſtrive to ſquare our Faith and Practice in 
Life conſiſtent with the Principles and Pre- 
wn of thoſe facred Volumes. | 
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SECT. Il. 


O Bf the Attributes and Properti, es of that Di 
vine Image of God, that ſet Adam at the 

Head of the Creation; and was to diſti nguiſh 

Man from all other Claſſes of Creatures; in 

caſe he had not fallen, from the primi tr ve Rec- 
titude of his Nature, 


LAID it down in the firſt Book of the 
Chriſtian Philoſopher, as a fundamental 
ofition : That Adam was created in the Imagt 
of God: And that this Image gave him a Su. 
pereminency over all created Nature. I judged 
that this 2 of Man's Dignity above = 
other 


, (29) 

other Creatures, was well ſupported; and con- 
ſiſtent, in all its Parts, with the Princip les of 
both Nature and Revelation. 1 e 1 
could not then foreſee divers Objections, that, 
ſince the Publication of that Work, have been | 
made to that Poſition, I did- not. conceive, 
that any Man would find fault with the: Defi- 
nition, I had given of Adam, as created in his 
primitive. State of Perfection, viz. * That be 
was formed the living Image of the ever livi 
Gad. This Noten 4 image of juſt ; and, a 
the Words clearly implied ſomewhat great and 
glorious ; and. what no other Creatures obtain d 
upon their Creation beſides himſelf. 3 
However a Gentleman, of great Parts and 
Learning, has been pleaſed to raiſe divers Douhts 
and Objections againſt this Principle, viz. Of 
the Image of God as conferr'd on Man, by 
Almighty God, in his firſt Creation. He 


formed his Exceptions from the indeterminate 


Idea of the Word Image; and the forced 
Senſe I had laboured to put upon theſe Paſ- 
fages of Scripture, + Let us nale Man in our 
Image. So God created Man in bis own Image. 
In the Image of God created be bim. He pro- 
ceeded to ſtate his Objections againſt the Dig- 
nity of Man, as maintained in that Book in 
theſe Words. You have founded, ſays he, 
te the Dignity of Man, above all other Com 
* tures, upon a precarious Hypotheſis; and 
«an Hypotheſis, that by: no means will ſerve 
© your 


. See Book I. * Ih... - i. 26, 27. 


| (30) 


4 rational Inference from theſe Texts to ſup « ] 
tte your Poſition, in relation to Man « f 


0 Dignity, yon ought in the firſt Place to . 4 
* certain the Meaning of the Terms. Moſes, 
et who was * God's Amanuenſis, without il 
«© Qveftion, intended a determined, fixed Sent 
c to the Words, — Image of God ; and ac: 
0c cording to which Senſe all Mankind weren 
« underſtand them, as applied to Man. 
„ Now as you have taken upon you 9 
e treat of Adam, as created in the Tmage i 
ce God; ſo it lies upon yon, in the firſt Place 
tc to aſcertarn the Senſe of the Terms, and fi 
« the preciſe Signification of the Words; fir 
_«« as they ftand in the firſt Book of the Chriſtin 
* Philofepher, they do not carry any determi. 
* nate Senſe at all, but may ſtand for thi 
thing, that thing, any thing, every thing, or 
.« nothing: So that according to your vagu 
.« way of handling the Subject, yon may 
t affix what Ideas yon pleaſe to the Words, 
, and elevate or deprefs their Senſe, according WM 
cc -7s may beſt futt the Defigns you have to | 
* favour. In thort, Sir, you never can de- 
6% monſtrate, that Adam was that great Crea - 
44 ture you reprefent him, in that Work, un- 
c leſs you firſt fix the Senſe of the Words, — 
Image of God, as it was originally in Man, 
by ſome Idea, Notion, or Thought, founded 
'« upon Scriptare Revelation, that will mani 
« feſtly 
3 the Objection in the very Words of this leamed 
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(37 ) 
« feſtly apprize us; of the true Drift and 


« of 177 es's sDiſcourſe, relati . 


% Man: For we very well 80. that every thing 


in Nature bears the Image of God, as it was _ 
« both made by him, and received its Exiſtence 
« from the Wiſdom of his creative Power.“ 
This is the very Objection in its full Force; 
and, as near as I can recollect, in the ve 
Words he ſpoke it. I readily acknowledge, 
was not aware of this Objection. I confidered 
the Image of God to be a ſubſtantial Emana- 
tion iſſuing out from the Eternal Source of Be- 
ing: And which, excepting Man, not any 
Creature received befides himſelf ; no, not the 
Angels of God, thoſe glorious Inhabitants of 
Heaven. It was upon theſe Grounds I in- 
fert d, that whatever Species of Creatures 
ſhould have this Image of God imparted to 
them, muſt neoeſſarily be diſtinguiſhed, both 
in the Dignity of their Nature, and in their 
near Relation to the Divine Being, from aff 
other Creatures in Nature beſices. 
Nor did I reſt the Point only upon thoſe re- 


cited Paſſages of Moes, that ſpeak home to the 


purpoſe ; but produced divers Texts from the 
New Teſtamznt, that gave a Weight and 


Sanction to the Argument, as it related to the 
Dignity of Man. 


I hope the learned Objector does not expect 
from me, that J ſhould define, in ex 


Terms, what this Image of God was, that 


received from his Maker upon his firſt Drew 


tion. In this he will require a thing irnpoffible 


(a) 

in Nature; and demand the Diſcloſure of a Point 
that cannot be reſolved: For our beſt Faculties, 
in their moſt exalted Elevations, ſince the Fall, 


reach not to Definitions, but . the Pro- 


perties of the Objects lie level to our Capacities, 
and can be clearly ned by the 
Mind. 

However, as this is an Objedton of very 
great Importance; and a Point in which the 
Gentlemen of this way of thinking, ought to 


have all imaginable Satisfaction given them; 


fo I ſhall do my beſt Endeavours to clear up 
the Subject from all Embarraſſment; and la- 
bour to determine in what Senſe, we ought to 
underſtand the Terms — Image of God, — as 
conferr'd upon Adam; and what Place it gave 
him above all other Creatures in Nature, 125 
| 0; No what will theſe Infidels ſay, if, in the 

laſt Scenes of Revelation, we again diſ- 
=_ this Image of God, reſtored to an Indivi- 


dual of the humane Nature fince Adam, that 


formerly had been in the Fleſh as we are: 
What will they object, if we clearly prove, 
that an Apoſtle miſtook the glorious Appea- 
rance of this Image, and fell at his Feet to pay 
him Divine Adoration, as if he had been God: 

Will theſe Proots prevail with our Adverſa- 
ries to ſuffer us to fix the Terms, or deter- 
mine the Senſe of theſ2 primitive Words — 
Tmage of God, — to this Notion. That the J- 
mage of Adam was an exact Reſemblance of 
the Divine Perfections; and that ſuch a Re- 


ſemblance was ſufficient to 4 him at the 
Head 
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Head of the Creation; and advance him above 


all Angels, Arch- Angels and every Creature 
that is named in Heaven or in Earth. + 
Upon theſe Conſiderations, I judged 3 it ki: 
ly expedient, (before I preſumed to undertake © 
the ee of Chriſtianity, and adjuſt the 
moſt exceptionable Paſſages of Holy Writ, _ as 
they relate to the Creation, F all and Re- 
demption of Man) to acquaint myſelf perfectly 
well with the divine Oracles of thoſe ſacred 
Records: And, for this Purpoſe, I reſolved to 
read them twice over, with the greateſt Attene 
tion, in the following manner. | Firſt, I be- 
at Genefis, and went through the 'Penta- 
teuch ; the hiſtorical Parts of the Bible, relat- 
ing to the Tranſactions of Foſuah ; the Judges 
and Kings of Iael, with the Chronicles of 
their reſpective Reigns: I then read over the 
Moral and divine Sayings and Exhortations 
of Job, David and Solomon, as contained in 
their reſpective Books; and cloſed all by an 
N peruſal of the greater and leſſer Pro- 
ets. 
k After I had finiſhed theſe Books, in the Or- 
der they ſtand, according to our Engl fo Tranſ- 
lation ; I then proceeded to the New Teſtament; 
and read That over in the ſame Order: And 
this I-did, with, my very beſt Attention, Care- 
fully comparing the marginal Notes, with 
their reſpective eferences, through both the 
Goſpels and the Epiſtles « of St. Paul, and. the 
* A 2 N 
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After I had refted ſome time, and made di- 
vers Reflections upon the Contents of thoſe 
facred Books, I began again, and read them 
over a ſecond time, but varied mightily from 
the Courſe I purſued the fitſt Reading: For as 
1 generally read four Chaptets a Day; two in 
the Morning, and ſo many in the Evening; 
ſo I joined the firſt Chapter of Genefis with 
the laſt of Revelations ; the ſecond of Genefis, 
with the twenty-firſt of the Revelations ; the 
third of that Book with the twentieth of the 
Revelations ; and ſo proceeded on reading the 
Revelations ;the Epiſtle of St. Jude; the Epiſtles 
df St. John; and of St. Peter with Genefss: 
This Courſe I held till the Extremes united in 
the middle of the Bible. And it was here, in 
this laſt Chapter of the Revelations, that diſ. 
covered the Image of God again reſtored to 
Man; that fame individual Image, that Allan 
teceived upon his firſt Creation : From whence 
Tinfer, Z 
PRO. I. That there are certain Characters, 
Attributes, and Prager es, ſuperadded tola com- 
on Nature expreſsly revealed in Scripture, that 
clearly diſcover, what that Image of God was it 
Man, that diſtinguiſhed Adam from all other 


Creatures in Nature. 

While T was bufily employed in the ſecond 
reading of the Bible; and comparing the * nin- 
teenth and twenty- ſecond Chapters of the Ræue- 
lation, with the firſt and ſecond of Cage 
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li- was moſt agreeably ſurprized, not only to ſee the 


primitive Perfections of the humane Nature 
m again reſtored to Man, but the Tree of Life 
alſo, that Adam was debarred from, after his 
Tranſgreſſion and Fall: Thoſe laſt Scenes of 
Nature moſt certainly unvail to us, what that 
Image of God in Man did originally import, 
and was made to ſignify, according to the 
Light of Scripture z For it is often from com- 
W- and adjuſting thoſe diſtant Parts of 
cripture, that we are enabled to diſcover the 
molt elevated Stenes; recolle& the greateſt 
Lights; and furniſh out the moſt important 
Connections; as they relate to the Truths of 
God and Nature ; and, without which Refe- 
rences, we ſhould ſcarce ever be able to adjuſt 
the Reaſon of thoſe diſtant Texts, or make 
common Senfe of | thoſe ſeparated Paſſages. 
But if People will read the Scriptures without 
due Attention ; and not draw the proper Infe- 
rences, that naturally ariſe from the Adjuſt» 
ment of different Texts, they muſt then thank 
themſelves, if thoſe ſacred Books appear dark 
and obſcure to them; and they find innume- 
rable Obftacles and Difficulties in the way; 
and conſequently are unable either to diſcover 
the proper Meaning, or determine the fixed 
Senſe of any remarkable Event. 1 
I think it is a Matter of Fact atteſted by the 
Divine Hiſtory: That Adam was ereated in 
the Image of God: But, in what that Image 
did confaft, and how the Divine Reſemblance 
K-15 was 


3 
was delineated upon his Nature, is a Point 
not poſſible for us to diſcover from any Paſſage 
in the Book of Genefis : Nor ſhould we be able 
to make a true Judgment of this Image of 
God in Man, were it not, that other Parts of 
the Divine Writings clearly diſcover to us: 
That Adam muſt neceſſarily have been formed 


the moſt glorious Creature, that ever God 


created in Nature; ſince no ſubſequent State 
of Glory, according to the Nature of Things, 
could ever exceed Adam's primitive State of 
Creation, as ſhall be more clearly made out in 
the following Pages. e 
Now, in the Revelations, it clearly appears, 
that this Image was the Spirit of God diffuſed 
through the corporeal Nature of Man; and 
the Reſemblance was ſo exact, that an Apoſtle 
was deceived by the glorious Appearance; and 
took a glorified Prophet, or one that had been 
reſtored to his primitive State of Nature again 
for the Preſence of God; and fell down to 
worſhip this glorious, reſtored Image, as if 
he had been the very God that made him, till 
better informed. The Apoſtle had ſeen di- 
vers Angels; had frequently converſed with 
theſe glorious Spirits; and perfectly knew he 
was not to worſhip any but God alone: And 
as God was manifeſted in the Fleſh, ſo Chrif 
by this ennobled Union was the Object of Di- 
vine Adoration ; but neither Angel; Cherubim 
nor Seraphim, how high ſoever in the Scale of 
Nature, enjoy'd this Privilege of Divine Wor- 
ſhip. From whence I inter, 
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Prop, II. That it is inconſiſtent with either 
Reaſon or Revelation to believe, that an Apoſtle 
would ever fall down and attempt to pay Divine 
Adoration to any Being ; unleſs the Attributes of 
that Being enjoy d the expreſs Image of God; and 
was a glorious Reſemblance of the Divine Majeſty. 
I readily own, that this is anticipating the 
Subject; and diſcovering of Points, that would 
much better have appeared in the Courſe of the 
Work: For this Doctrine of the Image of 
God, again reſtored to Man, was not deſigned 
to have come in view till towards the Conclu- 
ſion of the two Volumes: But as I do not deſign 
to proceed on with the Plan; ſo I was willing to 
eroud as much of my Deſign i into this Supple- 
ment and Appendix, as would come within the 
compaſs of fix or ſeven Sheets: Beſides . the 
Gentleman, in ſtating his Objections ſo fully, 
called upon me to clear upthe Point in queſtion; 
and I was obliged to explain this Doctrine of 
the Image of God, to give Satisfaction to this 
Perſon, for whom I retain a moſt grateful Eſ-. 
teem; and who, from his great Learning and 
Reading thought he had me nene ſure 
and faſt upon this Subject. "As 
But, before I proceed to prove this Propo. | 
fition, there are two Paſſages in Holy Writ 
that I muſt beg leave to clear up, from thoſe 
Embarraſſments, that divers Commentators, 
have flung upon them: Theſe two Texts are 
in the nineteenth and twenty-ſecond Chapters 
of the * Revelations; and when ſet in a clear 
D 3 15 tis Point 
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Point of Light will mightily contribute to 
ſtrengthen our Proofs. The whole Context 
of the latter Paſſage reads thus; And T John, 
o theſe Things and heard them: And when 
T had heard and feen, TI fell down to worſhip 
before the Feet of the Angel, which ſbeued me 
theſe Things. Then ſaith he unto me. — See 
thou do it not — For I am thy fellow-Servont. 
— And of thy Brethren the Prophets — And of 
them which keep the * Sayings of this Book, — 
Now the great Queſtion is, whether the 
Word Angel, here ſignifies an Individual of 
the Angelick Nature, propetly ſo called; or 
an Individual of the fallen, humane Nature, 
deriving originally from Adam's fallen Nature, 
but now reſtored to his primitive State of Glo- 
ry again by the omnjpotent Power of God, All 
Commentators, I think, agree that the Word An- 
gel isanambiguons Term, and has divers Signifi- 
cations, whoſe different Senſes are to be gathered 
from the Propriety of the Context. This Word 
ſometimes fignifies a heavenly & Meffenger, or 
one of the Orders of the heavenly Spirits, or 
an Angel properly fo called. In other Places 
of Scripture it fignifies the Biſhops of the 
Churches, or Men having the Charge of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Dignities: And therefore St, Fohn is 
commanded to write | Unto the ſeven Angels 
of the feven Churches of Afia, But, in pe 
has EE Place 
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Place alone, it can ſignify neither of theſe: 
For it cannot be an A ſo called 
becauſe he declares himſelf St. Jobn 8 Fellow 
Servant, and deſcended of his Brethren the 
Prophets, Beſides, we know very well, that 
the Age. are not under the Okconomy of 
the Golpet : The Goſpel of —_ way only 
preached to. Man, and .promulged to the 

orld for the Ute and Benefit of Mankind: 
And therefore the Divine Meſſen er telling him 
— That. be was, of them, that. keep the 2 
of this Book, was of the ſame import, as if be 

ad ſaid — I àm one that Sich was in 
the humane Nature, ſubject to the ſame Laws; 
and liable to the ſame Strictures with your | 
ſelf; which no Avgels, we know of, ever were: 
Again * * T am one. that baue t be 7, eftimony of 
11 or keep the Sayings of this Book? What 

ook : Why e dae Sehe e | 
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1 2 but this 
Divine 312 A e , from the very 
manner of Ex preſſion, had been under that 
Diſpenſation, and therefore muſt neceſſarily 
be an Individual of the humane Nature, and 
could not poſſibly be enumerated in any Clas 
of Angelick Natures. 
I have been the more prolix in drawing up 
the Evidence of this Proof, becauſe the main 
© 94 Tres ſtreſs 
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ſtreſs of the Argument reſts upon it; and be- 
cauſe moſt of the Commentators upon thoſe 
Texts are againſt me; and will have the two 


Paſſages to relate to Angels Proper'y ſo called, 


tho'I do not know any one Paſſage through 
the whole Book of God, that ſpeaks out more 
plainly for a different Senſe,  __ 

Thus having, ſettled the true Interpretation 
of theſe Texts; let us now refle&, how the 


FFP ee 
Apoſtle could be drawn in to fall down, and 


VVV 
that thus appeared in Glory. He muſt be per- 
fectiy aſſured, that all Homage, as well to the 


Images of Creatures, as the Creatures them- 


ſelves, (whether in Heaven above, or in the 
Earth beneath, or in the Waters under the 
Earth,) was expreſsly forbidden, both in the 
ſecond Commandment and divers other Texts 
of Scripture. Nothing, therefore, that was in 
the Creature as ſuch, could be a proper Induce- 
ment to prevail with the Apoſtle to attempt 


8 E 


this Adoration. He' had ſeen Chriſt after his 


 Glorification, and the very Brightneſs of his 
Appearance, ſtruck the. Apoſtle * as dead, 
Does not this Example plainly demonſtrate, 
that this Deiform Creature, that appeared to 
St. Jobn in the Revelations, was enrobed with 
the fame Ornaments of Glory, that adorn'd 


Chriſt after his Aſcention, which, we have the 
higheſt Reaſon to believe, were the ſame, that 


Adam obtained upon his, firſt Creation! Does 
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not this Argument clearly prove, that an 
was, what I defined him to he in the firſt | 
viz, * The living Image of the everliving Gad. 
Does not this demonſtrate; that the Immor- 
tal Nature, who was thus cloathed ih-Glory; ' 
had a Deiform Countenance; ; and that the 
Semblance between him and Chi was fo 
exact, as not to be diſtinguiſhed by an Apoſtle; 
who, from the Tenour of the Text, appears 
to have. been unwarily drawn in to offer him 
Divine Homage as if God; yet this glorified 
daint expreſsly declares: That he Wa but one 
of the old Prophets, that formerly was in the - 
Flefh;* as we are, who thus appeared in Glory: 
But againſt theſe Pöſitions, Which clearly - 
tenivrlfirite the Point in Queſtion, the learned 
+ Author, of the Divine Fo Hon "of [Moſes 0 
offers at an Argument, that if — 85 would 
not only deſtroy all we have ſaid upon this 
dubject, but entirely overthrow-his own Scheme. 
This Gentleman ſeems to inſinuate; that Man 
was not originally formed with thoſe dignified 
Attributes, but only created a libing Soul; for 
ſo he comments upon the ume Paſſage re- 
lating to Man's Creation. And the Lord God 
firm'd Man of the Duſt of the Ground; and. 
breathed into his 'Neftrils the Breath of Life : 
And Man becume à living Soul. Now upon 
this Text the learned Author obſerves: That 
nt only the Propriety of the Terms; but the ve> 
ry Senſe of the Context requires us to confine tbe 


Meaning Ug living Sou! fo — mene — 
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in this Conſtruction upon the Text, 
forming — the Grounds I * upon; be- 
_caulc dil be able to prove: That the ori. 
ginal Dignity of Man was ſhaded under the 
Moſaick Diſpenſation, in the ſame manner, 2 
the Doctrine of a Future State, was implied 
under the demporary Fromiſes made to that 
People, 
Did Mr. TFarburton reflect, wat living 
Soul that was, that received the Impreſla 
the Diving Image: Docs this 8 think, 
that every Creature that lives; and conſequent- 
ly has a living Soul, is of the ſame Dignity 
with Man: Wil he make no Diſtindlan E 
tween living Soul; and Auer. Soul, as that 
Principle is in Brutes ;.:and as it is in Man. if 
it was not his Intention, and the Drift af bi 
Diſcourſe to depreciate the Dignity of Man, 
and lay him on a level with e Beate why 
does he limit the Senſe. of [wing Soul to li- 
ing Animal, which only ſignifies a Creature, 
- capable of bare Life. and Subüitence. Thus 
it appears, that the very Words here, living 
Soul, imply a Being, chat had Life in it 1 
as it received, upon its Creation, the Imptreſ 
Ia of the Divine Image of God: And any 
Arguments this Gentleman can bring fom 
that Text, to invalidate. the original Digoit 
of Adam, will equally. affect the. Doctrine 
of a Future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
which he owns, tho omitted, and did not 
make Part of the Jewiſb Diſpenſation, yet 
was veiled under the Leu * the Text. 


2 Now 
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Now if Moſes was ſo careful to omit ak 
Mention of a Future State of 1 5 and Pu- 
niſhments to the ol eat 3 then, by pari ty of 
Reaſon, he muſt y carefub to — 
f aking of the Doctrine, — to a Future 
tate of Glory: And the ſame Reaſon weuld 
oblige him alſo to ſay little or nothing of A 
dam original Creation, that might glance at 
his pfimitive Dignity and Grandeur: For that 
would neceſſarily infer a Queſtion! of Fact; 
and excite the Maelites to enquire, When that 
happy Period or Revolution 'would? return 
and the Anſwer to this Queſtion would natu- 
rally ha ve led the Divine Legiſlator to treat of 
a Future State, which he wavcaretully to a- 
void, under that Dif penſation, according to 
the Sentiments of Mr, Warburtune And, there: 
fore when St. Paul, comes to comment 
the Text, he only takes Notice of Moſes's ex- 
preſs Words; and not of the Spirit that lay 
concealed under the Letter. * The int Man A- 
dam, ſays he, was made a troing Soul; the loft 
Adin: a quickening Sherit : Is it not evident, 
that this Cantraſt, between the /ving Soul 
Adam, and the quickening Spirit Chr - 
can only have Relation to the Fall: For 
viſible, had not Adam tranſgreſſed, and — 
ſubjected himſelf to Death, we never ſhould 
have wanted this qurchening Spirit: And there- 
tore what follows upon the ſame Subject from 
the Apoſtle, can only concern Adam, as it re- 
lates to his NT State of Nature: For Chriſt 
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was earthy, as deriving his humane Nature 
from an earthly Parent; and heavenly only 
as he was God incarnate, or the Lord from 
Heaven, and the Spirit of Deity dwelt in him 
without Meaſure. | 122 $90] 
Now if Moſes was thus careful to conceal 
from the {ſrealites, a Future State of Reward; 
and Puniſhments; if the Reaſon of this Con- 
cealment was to ſhew to the World, the So. 
vereign Wiſdom and Power of God, above all 
the Legiſlators of the Earth: And if. the 
Grounds of this Reaſon were to demonſtrate; 
that the Jeuiſb O Economy, unſupported by 
a Principle, judged abſolutely neceſſary by 
the Legiſlators of all Nations, for the Support 
of Government, could, notwithſtanding, ſup- 
port it ſelf without that Principle: Then it 
follows, by an evident Deduction ; that the 
Government of ſuch a People muſt neceflarily 
be'influenced by a Power, that, under all the 
Exigencies of State, could of it ſelf operate 
equal to that Principle: And the Conclufion, 
upon theſe Poſitions, is, that, that Power could 
be nothing leſs than the Authority and Wit 
dom of God himſelf, diftating the Laws, form- 
ing the Councils, and preſiding over the Go- 

vernments of ſuch a People. „ 
And indeed, nothing, as the learned Mr. 
Warburton himſelf well obſerves, could be 2 
ſtronger Proof of the Spirit of the Almighty, 
reſiding amongſt that People, than this: That, 
whereas all other Laws, in any long Series of 
Time, are defective, become obſolete, and often 
| | want 
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want mending ; on the contrary, theſe Laws, 
intended for the Government of the Maelites, 
were promulged by a Law-giver, that either of 
himſelf, or inſpired by a ſuperior. Power, could 
direct the Plan, avoid the Inconveniencies, and 
ſupport a large, reſtleſs, ſtubborn People with 
civil Injunctions, Laws, and religious Rites, 
that at once ſhould ſerve all their various Oc- 
currences of Life, while their OEconomy was 
to laſt : And that all this ſhould continue for 
the appointed Time, without the leaſt Altera- 
tion, will appear to any who have duly reflected 
upon theſe Events, as great a Miracle, as Moſes 
ever wrought, either in the Land of Egypt, or 
during the Sojournment of that Poeple in the 
Wilderneſs. | 3 
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an Obſervation proving : That the Angel in 
down to worſhip, was the Image of God, 4. 
gain reſtored to an Individual of the human 
Nature fince the Fall: Demonſtrating fron 
. this Matter of Fact: That Man was both 
created in Dignity above Angels ; and ſbal 
again, in the Reſurretion to Eternal Biſe, 

e aduanc d to a State of Glory ſuperior to 
75 bleſſed Spirits. 


IVE me leave here to purſue this Point 
a little farther; and to confirm, from 
Oblervation and Fact, the great T ruths, that 
I think are ſufficiently proved, from Revela- 
tion, both in the preeeding Section, and di- 
vers Paſſages of the firſt Book. | 
We know very well, that the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin diſcourſed with an Arch-Angel : That Za- 
cariah the Prieſt, talked with an Angel : And 
that an Angel came to St. Peter in the Priſon, 
and delivered him from the Cruelty of the 
Fews, that then ſought his Life; yet not one 
of theſe Perſons ever offered to fall down, and 
do Divine Homage, to theſe angelick Na- 
tures: They knew it was their Duty to wor- 
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ſhip God, and none but him alone: And if 
the cœleſtial Meſſenger, that talked with the 
Apoſtle, had not been the expreſs Image of 
the moſt adorable Deity, he never could have 
been miſtaken in the Object of Adoration," as 
its viable De Wa... 1 2n0pg 
St. John had ſeen divers Angels; diversof theſe 
Bleſſed Spirits, great in Power, had frequently 
talked with him; yet we never read that he 
onee offerred to fall down and worſhip thoſe 
glorious Creatures: He always kept his Feet, 
till CHriſt the perfect“ Root of the humane 
Nature appeared in Glory, and then A he fell 
at his Feet, as dead; till the & two celeſtial 
Meſſengers came in the Likeneſs of the ſame 
Glory ; and then he fell down to Worſhip 
with the ſame Adoration due to God. This, 
I think all the Papiſis, in their Diſputations 
with Proteſtants, readily confefs, This I think is 
implied in the Text: And this I think the very 
Angel himſelf determines ; for if the Adora- 
tion had only been an honourary Worthip, 
without all Queſtion, the Complement had 
paſſed without the leaſt Cenſure or Admoni- 
tion: But what was the Reſult of this Con- 
ference? Why the angelick Form tells him in 
the plaineſt Words, to diſtinguiſh - himſelf 
from an Angel || See thou do it not, for I am 
thy Pellmw-Servant : — And of thy Brethren 
the Prophets: — And of -them that keep the 
Sayings of this Book : Worſhip God, This glo- 
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rious Individual, therefore, could be nothing 
leſs than the Image of God originally given 
to Adam in his firſt Creation; and now again 
reſtored to two Individuals of the humane 
Nature upon their Tranſlation to thoſe Re. 
gions of Bliſs and Immortality: From all which 
1 infer. „ rid goes BY 32 

Prop. I. That it is abſolutely repugnant to the 
Laus of Creation, that God ſbould ever change 
the Natures of any Creatures; or advance then 
in any ſucceſſive States of Nature, ſuperior. ty 
that, in which they were originally created, 

We now have the Misfortune to live in eyil 
Times, and in an Age, when Men more con- 
cern themſelves, in ſtarting wild Objections 
againſt revealed Truths, than in conſidering 
how theſe Truths may be brought out d 
Darkneſs, and ſet in a clearer Point of Light: 
And though this Subject, Iam now pon; might 
properly enough be accounted of, as one df 
"thoſe Myſteries that was hidden from Ages, 
and from the Beginning, and conſequently 
from the Fews ; yet, as the Apoſtle well ob- 
ſerves, God has been pleaſed to unveil it to us 
by his Son: For as we are taught in Geneh, 
that we were created in the Image of God; 
fo, in the Revelations, we are given to under- 
ſtand what that Image was, that diſcriminated 
Man from all other Creatures in Nature, and 
ſet him at the Head of the Creation. 
Nov, it is inconfiſtent with the common 
Dictates of Nature to believe, that God will 
ever advance Creatures, by any Changes in 


— 


their 


. 
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theit Natures, above what they were originally 
created; for this would be to bring Confuſion 
into the Works of Nature, and for God to 
make and unmake his Creatures at the ſame 
Time; a Conduct that we ſcarce allow to fal- 
lible, wiſe Men; how much leſs to the great 
God of Heaven, whio is infinite in all his Per- 
_ Beſides, ſuch a Proceeding would deſtroy 
the very Eſſence of Rewards and Puniſhments: 
For. how could any Man be legally puniſhed 
for that, which was done in another Nature 
or rewarded for thoſe good Deeds he never 
was conſcious of in himſelf. Flie humane Na- 
ture is one progreſſive Whole, diverſified into 
numberleſs Individuals, without the leaſt Break 
or Interruption from Adam, as the Fountain and 
Head of all Mankind: And the Reaſon why 
the Identity of the humane Nature, is ſo ſtea= 
dily preſerved, through a ſucceſſion of ſo many 
Ages, and ſhall ſo continue to the Conſumma- 
tion of all Things, was intended to demon- 
ſtrate to all the World; that God will puniſh 
and reward no other Natures, but thoſe which 
ſinned, and were obedient : And the Intent of 
promulging the Sanctions of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments was to diſcover to Man; that the 
ſame. Nature ſhall ſuffer or be rewarded, in 
which the Godd or Evil was done, and not 
2 different Nature. Df | 
Again, ſuch a Procedure would directly 
thwart the moſt important Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith; The Reſurrection of the Dead; 


( 30) 


which always implies the Reſurrection of ſuch 


a Body, as the Individual ſome time enjoyed 


| fince the Creation. Add to all this; that it is 


directly impeaching the Creation itſelf, and 
finding Fault with the Operations of the Al- 
mighty, as if God had introduced ſomething 
into his Works not perfectly right: Now we 
know, that upon a retroſpective View, he pro- 
nounced every thing very good: And very 
good, in the Language of Scripture, without 
all doubt, expreſſes the Perfections of Nature; 
and implies, that every thing was conſtituted 
in the moſt perfect manner, that their ſeveral 
Natures would admit: So that whatever Im- 
perfections our firſt Parents were to bring up- 
on themſelves, by any Breach of future Cove- 
nants or Laws, the Advancement of their Na- 
ture, or their future Reſtoration could never 
exceed that original Dignity, they received up- 
on their firſt Creation, from the Hands of God 
as we obſerved above: From whence I infer, 

_ Prop. II. That the angelick Meſſengers, that 
thus appeared in Glory; and at whoſe Feet the 
Apoſtle fell down to Worſhip, were two Indivi- 
dual of the bumane Nature, adorned with that 
expreſs Image of God, that Adam originally re- 
ceived upon his Creation; and could, according 10 
the Reaſons of Nature and of Things, be no other. 

We obſerved above, that the Apoſtle St. 
| Fobn, both had ſeen and converſed with di- 
vers Angels, but never attempted to worſhip 
any of thoſe Blefſed Spirits: Now why ſhould 
he make the Diſtinction between the Angels, 


properly 
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properly ſo called, and thoſe two glorified- 
Fndividuals of the humane Nature, if there had 
not been a real Difference in their Natures ;- 
and why did he offer to fall down and wor- 
ſhip the one, and not the other, if that Di- 
ſtinction had not been founded on the real Dig- 
nity of the latter above the former: That they 
were two diſtinct Perſonages of the ſame Na- 
ture, diſtinguiſhed ſome how by different, in- 
communicable Properties or Habiliments, L 
think appears evident, both from the ſacred. - 
Text it ſelf, and the repeated Adoration of St. 

abt... 0. 9a Bot; . 

4 Does not theſe Tranſactions now fully des; 

monſtrate; that this Dignity of Man above; 
Angels, in his primitiye State, conſiſted in that 
individual Image of God, which Adam ob. 
tained upon his firſt Creation, was loſt upon 
the Fall; and which was now again reſtored 
to theſe two glorified Saints, upon their Tranſ- 
lation to thoſe Regions of Bliſs and. Immorta- 
lity. Who they were, that ſhone out with 
ſuch a peculiar -Luſtre, we cannot be certain, 
becauſe the Scriptures are ſilent: But if we. 
may indulge a Conjecture; and call in. Rea- 
ſon to our Aſſiſtance; then Reaſon will ren 
der it highly probable: That the firſt was * E- 
nach the Patriarch of the Old World: The 
ſecond + Elijah the great Prophet of the 
Jews: And this appears highly reaſonable, 
becauſe they two, of all Mankind, are the only 
Perſons, that, without paſſing through the 

DG , TRE Vail 
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Vail of Death, were-ever previleged with an 
Advancement to thoſe glorious Scenes of Bliſs 


and Immortality, © 
Here, then, we find the laft Scenes; the 
ultimate Conclufions of Revelation perfectly 
tallying with the firſt; and the Creation and 
Conſummation of all Things in the utmoſt 
Harmony and Accord: And we ſhall ſee anon; 
Fhat all the intermediate Ideas, thro' the vaſt 
Profound of Nature, are united in Concert; 
and that the whole Syſtem derives a Light and 
Majeſty from the ſacred Books of. God: Fot 
Here we have the perfect Image of God,. that 
was conferred on Adam, upon his: firſt Crea- 
tion, again reſtored to two Prophets, deriving 
their Nature from that firſt of Men: This ap- 
pears from the very Words of the Text. 
See thou do it not; for I am thy fellow Servant: 
— And of thy Brethren the Prophets — And 
of them which keep the Sayings of this Book. 
Now, how. could he properly declare himſelf 
his Brother, and a Prophet, if he had not once 
been Man; and how. could he be Man, if he 
had not derived his humane Nature from A. 
dam: And how could an Apoſtle, and one, 
at leaſt, ſecond in the ſacred College, fall 
down. to worſhip at the Feet of this Meſſenger 
of God, if he had not had the ſame Image of 
God again reſtored to him, that was confer d 
on Adam upon his firſt Creation. 
To what End do you think, Almighty G 
ſent theſe two Meſſengers to converſe with the 
Apoſtle ? Do you imagine, that he io 
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them here, upon the cloſe of the laſt Scenes of 
Revelation, as mere Cyphers, to fill up a Chaſm? 
If ſo: Why do they appear in that Splendor 
and tranſcendent Glory ? Why, ſo much re- 
ſembling the Perſon of Cbriſt, that one of the 
moſt intimate Apoſtles was unable to make the 
Diſtinction: Ts it not then highly reaſonable 
to believe: That theſe glorious Scenes were 
now introduced, to diſcover to Man that tranſ- 
cendent Glory he loſt upon the Fall; was te- 
cover'd by Chriſt; and ſhall again be reſtored 
to our Nature 1 in the Reſurrection to Een 
Life? 

Beſides, if any farther Revelatiorl, of this 
Image of God in Man was neceſſary; then this 
was the Time; this the Place moſt proper for its 
Introduction: And here we find it, in the ve- 
ry Place where we ought to find it; that is, 
in the Cloſe of Revelation: For as we are aſ- 
ſured in Gene/is, that the Image of God was 
given to Man upon his firſt Creation ; fo it was 


proper, that the ſame Image ſhould again be 


exhibited to his View, as a Means to diſcover, 
what were the divine Properties and Attributes, 
that originally formed that Image in Man : 
And here we have two Examples, to make the 
Apoſtle certain and ſure of the Fact; and to 
diſcover to him, in the ſtrongeſt Light; that 
Man both was created in the Image of God, 


and ſhall again have that immortal Image re- 


ſtored to his Nature. 

1 ſhould be glad to know wh thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, that oppoſe this Explanation, will ſay 

E 3 to 
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to theſe Examples? Why they are only two z 
and why ſo near the Cloſe of Revelation? Can 
'any other Reaſon be alledged, conſiſtent with 
Reaſon and Truth, but that they were here 
introduced to explain to us in Action, what 
that Image of God was, in which Adam was 
created; and which was impoſſible to be ex- 
preſſed in Words. e Wo 
Do you now aſk me, to explain in expreſs 
Terms, what this Image of God was, which 
Adam enjoyed in his primitive State of Crea- 
tion; in ſo doing you aſk a thing impoſſible in 
the Nature of Things: As ſoon may you bid 
me number the Sands of the Sea: The Drops 
of the Ocean, or comprehend the Days of E- 
ternity, as bid me deſcribe this immortal Image 


of God in Man. It is above all Deſcription: | 


Nor the Pen, nor the Pencil, can reach the ſub- 
lime Height; and Words themſelves loſe their 
Force in the Attempt. 

When we ſay, this Image was a Reſem- 
blance of the divine Perfections engraven on 
the humane Nature of Adam: When we add 
to this Deſcription: That it wal a divine Bright- 
neſs, that ſhone, with ſurpaſſing Glory, on 
that firſt of Men. And, laſtly, when we 
compleat the Deſcription, by ſaying; it was the 
immortal Spirit of God diffuſing the Impreſſa 
of a divine Character through all his humane 
Nature, we ſtill come ſhort of his Perfections, 
and Form but a faint and incompleat Idea of 


what he originally was: For as St. Fobn was 


a Perſon of great Age, Experience, and Judg- 
f 3 ment; 
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ment; ſo had he not plainly perceived the real 


eſſential Properties of Deity perſonally united, 
in that angelick Meſſenger, he never would have 
fallen at his Feet to pay him the Worſhip of a 
divine Adoration. | . | 
Now, to clear up the foregoing Propoſitions, 
and to remove an Objection of Weight and 
Conſequence, that Infidels may ſtart againſt 
the preceding Evidence, I ſhall beg leave to 
lay down the following Propoſition, that, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, confirm the Truth of the 


foregoing Facts and Reaſonings. 


* 


PRoP, III. That theſe Things were not done in 
a Sleep, Dream, or Vifion of the Night ; but 
that the Eyes and Ears of the Apoſtle were per- 
fectly open, to the ſacred Influence of the heavenly 
Impreſſions. | 
But leſt ſome detracting Spirit ſhould ob- 
jet; that pfbbably all this Tranſaction was 
but a Phantom, Dream, or the Viſions of the 
Night; the Apoſtle himſelf is very particular 
in ſtating the Facts to prevent any ſuch Spg- 
geſtion; and expreſsly aſſures us: That be 
faw theſe Things, and heard them; and when he 
bad heard, and ſeen, he fell down to Worſhip at 
the Feet of the Angel, that ſhewed him theſe 
Things : So that it was he himſelf; the very 
Apoſtle, with his Eyes open, and his Ears at- 
tentive to the bright and dazling Objects of this 
heavenly Meſſenger. „ 
Give me leave to paraphraſe upon theſe 
Texts thus. — See thou do it not, for what- 
E 4 ever 
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rs from this ſplendid and gloripus Appearance, 


thau mayeſt ſuggeſt ; yet J am no other, than thy 

Fellow-Servant ; and one of 'tby Brethren the 
Prophets ; and one, thus cloathed in Majeſty and 
Glory, for keeping the Propbeſes of this Book. 
Worſhip God, - who is the Fountain and Giver of 
all Good : Who woill in due time transform your 
vile Body, that it may be. bke unto bis glorious 
Body; or that Body you now ſee me enjoy by the. 
Favour of his Bounty and which you have 
unadviſedly miſtaken for the A rail of 
Chriſt Himſelf. This I think is the plain, lite- 
ral, and true Senſe of the Text; and which, 


as I conceive, will not readily admit of any 
other Interpretation. 


Having therefore, from the Force of the 
preceding Arguments, the greateſt Reaſon: to 
believe: That we were originally created in the 
Image of God. That this Image was to.%if. 
fuſe itſelf through the whole humane Nature, 
and every indiyidual Man partakin g of that Na. 
ture: And that the ſame ſhall again be reſtored 
to us, the fallen Offspring of Adam, in the Re- 


farreRion to Eternal Life ; Jet us be highly 


careful, in all our Actions, to live up to the 


Dignity of our Chriſtian Character; that ſo 


we may not come ſhort of the Glory deſigned 
us, by our God and only Saviour Jeſus Crif 
who would, that all Men ſhould come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, and have that Im- 


mortal Image again reſtored, that originally 
way in Adam. 
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To the FIRST Book of the 


C ONTAI NIN 
A Fqſico-Tbeolggical Diſſertation on 
the Mature, Properties, aud Attri- 
butes of the Serpent, that tempted 
Eve in Paradiſe: demonſtrating from 
the common Reaſons of Mature: That 
Moſes left to himſelf; and unaſffted 
by the Spirit of God, never could 
have ſketched out ſuch a Plan of 
Things relating to the Creation aud 
Fall, as he has left us in the threg 

firſt Chapters of Geneſis. 


Chriſtian Philoſopher. 


A PUjfico- Theological Hiſtory of the Serpenk, 


N the firſt Book we took a View of Man, 
as created in his primitive State of Perfec- 
tion ; contemplated the ſurprizing Excelleney 


. 

of his Nature; and the Grounds and Reaſons 
upon which his Immortal Bliſs and Glory were 
ſupported: And as, in that Book, we gave to 
Mankind an Origine and Glory greatly tranſ- 
cending all other Creatures; and demonſtrated 
from Scripture Revelatian, that all his Attri- 
butes were perfectly conſiſtent with the Maxims 
of Nature; and the Truth of Things: 80 
theſe Queſtions will neceſſarily offer themſelves 
to our Conſideration, viz. How came Man, the 
Glory of the Creation, to fall into theſe imper- 
fect Scenes of Nature? — Whence aroſe the 
Source of all bis Miſery and Change? Who pro- 
jected the fatal Treaſon ; — And where was the 
Plat contrived and executed for his Debaſement. 


Serpent the Devil was the principal Contriver 
of the Plot; — The Serpent that tempted Eve, 
the Inſtrument, that Satan had lured to his 
Purpoſe : .— That Paradiſe was the Place 
 . where this fatal Treaſon was hatched; and 


my of Mankind; to ſeduce Adam from his O- 

bedience to the Law of God his Maker. 
Now as we have ſpoken ſufficiently clear, 
in the former Book and Supplement, concern- 
ing the Nature of Adam and Eve, and their 
Dignity above Angels: So I ſhall proceed, with 
the ſame Exactneſs and Attention, to examine 
the Hiſtory of the Serpent, who was properly 
the third vifible Agent concerned in the Fall 
of Man: For it will be highly neceſſary, be- 
fore we praceed to treat of the Cauſes, that 
| brought 


To theſe Queſtions I anſwer: That the old 


Woman the Medium employed, by the Ene- 


brought about that fatal Event, that, in the 
ficſt place, we attempt to get a perfect Knows 
ledge of the Attributes and Properties of this 
Animal, as far as can be diſcovered from Scrip- 
ture Revelation: Becauſe, by being able to aſ- 
certain the Rank that the Serpent enjoyed, in 
his primitive State of Creation, much of that 
Darkneſs and Obſcurity, that hitherto have 
perplexed this Enquiry, will vaniſh; and we 
thereby be better enabled to clear up the Dif- 
ficulties, and judge of the Changes he under- 
went upon the Fall, 78 413 
There are no Books we know of, beſides the 
Divine Qracles of God, that afford us the leaſt 
glimmering Light into the Original of this 
great Event: And, therefore, what Knowledge 
we can poſſibly have, concerning that fatal Ca- 
taſtrophe, muſt be drawn from thoſe facred 
Volumes. And for this Reaſon I have always 
been of Opinion; that the Scriptures them- 
ſelves were their own beſt Interpreter, and ſu- 
perior to all other Commentaries, when rightly 
reflected upon and underſtood: For as theſe 
Writings of M;ſes were diQtated by the infal- 
lible Spirit of God; ſo it is certain, that every 
Word muſt be moſt proper, and expreſſive f 
the Things they contain; and moſt fitting tor 
the Infancy of that People, to whom they were 
firſt given as a Rule of Faith; of Doctrine; 


and of Life. F 2913 Of- £ > bor COTE EE. 

In the Proſecution of this Subject, I ſhall 
firſt, as briefly as J poſſibly can, conſider the 
general Opinion of the Learned, — 
| | thoſe 


( 60 ) 
thoſe Texts, that treat of the Serpent : Second. 
ly, make ſome cloſe Remarks upon the Word 
themſelves, as they relate to the Nature of that 
Animal ; and laſtly, ſabjoin ſome critical Oh. 
ſervations and Reflections, that will, I hope, be 
a Means to clear up thoſe dark Paſſages, from 
thoſe Embarraſſments, that hitherto have ob. 
ſured theſe fTexts. . 

- Now, in the third Chapter of Gen it 
bs implied; that the Serpent deceived Ew 
through his artful Inſinuations and Subtilty, 
How the Cauſes operated, in bringing about 
this great Event, I mean not to handle in thi 
Scion, but ſhall reſerve theſe Subjects for the 
Materials of the ſecond Book: All I intend 
here, is to.give as compleat and conciſe a Hi. 
ſtory of the Serpent, that tempted Eve, as po 
fible; and conſider how much he was ſuperior 
in his Nature, to every Creature of beſti 
Inſtinct. 
I obſerve, in the firſt W that none of 
| thoſe controverſial Writings, that have hitherto 
come down to my Hands, ever treat the Se. 
pent otherwiſe, than as a Creature enumers- 
ted in the Claſſes of brutal Animals: And in 
this Particular, both Believers and Infidels have 
agreed. The Septuagint, from whom moſt 
of our Commentators have copied the Text, 
ſeems to place him in the higheſt Claſs dd 
Brutes. Theſe are the Words. — Now 1 
was $porruwral®-, the moſt wiſe or prudent" 
2 the Beaſts of the Field, = 5 Fed Git 
bad mad:. This Greek Ave Is * 
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the Fall was a Farce "and that both the Jewiſh, 
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from $p}y, which ſignifies a Creature endued 
with Mens & ſana Ratio, that is Underſtand» 
ing and ſound Reaſon, * The late learned Dr, 
Burnet, Maſter of the Charter-Houſe, gg 
this Detail of Circumſtances, that Moſes has 
left us upon the Temptation and Fall, with 

the keeneſt Satyr; and labours to expoſe it to 
the Laugh and Ridicule of Infidels; in a moſt 
inſufferable dee This Philoſopher i is not 
content to play the Buffoon with ſacred Writ; 
in the Dialogue he has formed between Eve 
and the Serpent, but, very partial to the Cauſe 
he ought to maintain, purpoſely omits , the 
moſt material Circumſtance of the Text, vi 
+ Ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and E 
He ought, by all means, to 9 Need 
this Paſſage, becauſe it is the only one, in the 


whole Context, that gives us the leaſt diet oY 


Foot with a 6 Are not his Inten- 
tions viſible? Could he, in expoſing the Fall 
in this ludicrous manner, have any other Deſign, 
than to tell Mankind, that the whole Scheme f 


and Chriſtian Diſpenſation grounded thereupon; 
are little better than Fable: For he muſt know, 

that upon this very Event depends the Founda- 
tion, of all the Chriſtian Inſtitution, which nei- 
thay, could, nor would have ſubſiſted, had not this 
*. Period er However, in this, _ 
only 


— 


vide Archil. Phil „ob. Bock II. p. 380. 
Cen. iii. 5. 


25 662) , 
fly acted the Part of all his Brethren in Ini. 
quity, who, in all their Diſputes againſt the 
Bible either expunge the ſacred Letter, or ex- 
plain the Text, in a way ſo foreign to the ge- 
nuine Senſe; that no reaſonable Man, beſides 
themſelves, would preſume to take the like 
Freedoms, — * Charles Blount, Eſq; ſo clearly 
perceived the Sneer; and was ſo well apprized 
to what End and Purpoſe ſuch a Book muſt 
be written; that he very frankly tranſlated the 
ſeventh and eighth Chapters of the fecond 
Book (where you have this Burleſque, or ri- 
diculous Dialogue between Eve and the Ser- 
pent) into his Oracles of Reaſon, as the beſt 
Means to propagate his Infidelity and A- 
= ES ah TE 240.4 

I be learned Author, of a Letter to Dr. Wa. 
terland, allegorizes the whole Hiſtory of the 
Riſe and Fall of Man in ſuch a diſtorted man- 
her, as makes the various Circumſtances of 
thoſe great Events appear in a little bettet 
Light, than if they were the different Parts of 
a Fable. Theſe Gentlemen urge the Unrea- 
ſonableneſs of Speech being allotted to Brutes, 
in any State of Nature: for Speech fay they 
is the diſtinguiſhing Mark of rational Crea- 
tures, was the ſole Prerogative of Man, and 
never vouchſafed, as a Prerogative, to any Ani- 


mal of brutal Nature. It is upon theſe. 


Grounds, that Milton, to be conſiſtent with 
himſelf, repreſents Eve as ſtartling at the un- 
expected Speech of the Serpept; and under 
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ſome. Surprize and Emotion, to hear kami 
Voice, from the Mouth of a Creature, not en- 
dued with the Attributes of the humane Na- 
ture. The Author of Revelation examined 


with Candour, was ſo ſenſible of thoſe Diffi= * 


culties: attending the Explanation of the Fall, 
according to the received Principles, that he 
labours to ſhuffle it off his Hands, as a Point 
ſurrounded with thick Darkneſs: So that Þ 
think, all agree: That ſome farther Light is 
neceflary, than what has hitherto: come to our 
Hands, to make the Fall conſiſtent with Rea-. 
ſon, Nature, and other Parts of Divine e 
lation. ng 23734 
But this is not only an Wiles: that runs 
through moſt of our controverſial Writers? 
but divers of our Commentators alſo have fal- 
len into the ſame Miſtake : * Theſe Authors 
will have it, that the Serpent was to be ranked. 
amongſt the Tribes of beſtial Animals: And 
— in his primitive State of Creation muſt. 
neceſſarily be ſubject to beſtial Inſtinct: In- 
deed, they all agree: That he did not origi- 
ally crawl upon his Belly, as ſince: That a, 
ſurprizing Splendor ſurrounded his Nature: 
And that he deceived Eve by be; of _ 
b,, 7G 0:20 "BR | 
But, be theſe Things fo, or otherwiſe; what 
will the Infidels fay, if we are able to: prove 
both from Reaſon and divers Paſſages of fa= 
cred Writ : That the ns never was ranked 


. Vide General Hi Ham, Pools Annotations on Genes 
Patrick an Geneſis. 
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* 


ſtinct, till the Fall: What will they ſay, if we 
ate able to demonſtrate, that this Animal had 


\Reafon and Speech, as the Gifts of Nature, by 


his Creation; and that he was by Virtue of 


theſe original Endowments, placed in a Claf 
of Creatures; more highly elevated in Nature 
* zban any Beaft of : the Field, that the Lord 
Got bad made, for ſo the Text expreſſes it. Now 
the Serpent avas more ſubtil; or, which is, more 
appropriate to the original Hebrew, more wife, 
aul prudent, tban any Beaft of the Field: 
'There might; for any thing we know, be wa- 
rious Arts and different Degrees of Cunning 


amongſt the different Claſſes of Beaſts, in that 


original State of Nature, which diſtinguiſhed 
one from another; and all of them from the 
Claſſes of rational Creatures: But the Serpent is 
repreſented as more wiſe and 
Clafs of ſenſient Animals; and, if ſo, then it 
follows, that he had Reaſon as an Effect of 
that Elevation; and Speech as the Conſe- 
quence of that Reafon: For to be, in Wiſdom 
or Knowledge, aboye any Claſs of Creatures, 
is to be, in the Elevation of their Nature, ſu- 
perior to them: For nothing but Wiſdom, 
Prudence, and Speech, or articulate Sounds, 
give a Superiority of Nature: And if the Sei- 
pent was more wiſe and prudent, than any 
Beaſt of the Field; and was capable of articu- 
late Sounds, in conſequence of theſe Privileges, 


then it follows; that he muſt have this Digni · 
| — _ 
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+ Claſs of Animals, ſubject to beſtial ins 


prudent, than any 


„ 
nity, as he was of a different Kind from all 
Creatures of beſtial Inſtinct; and conſequently, 
that he enjoyed theſe Prerogatives, aboye every 

Tribe of ſenſient Animials, by virtue of his 
Creation. my" 


Now tho” the Septuagint, as I EXCEL, As.. 


bove, exprefles this Sux eriority of the Serpent, 
by the Greek Word $ 8700 ra, Which bei 


of the ſuperlative Degree, "Genifics the moſt 1185 
ful, wiſe, or prudent of Beaſts; yet Montanus,. 
by giving a different Turn to the Words, ren- 
ders them in a much more elevated Stile, 27 
more appropriate to the Genius of the Enghſb. 
1 — 'Theſe are his Words. 2 Ts 
pens erat callidior omni Beſtia Agri, quam feces. 
rat Dominus Deas. © The Vulgate very little 
differs from this, — Sed Serpens erat callidiar , 
cunctis Ani nanribus Terre, que fecerat Domi- 
ms Deus. Now the Serpent was more wiſe. 
and prudent than all the Animal of the Earth, 
which the Lord God had made. This indeed, 
ſeems to imply, that he was above Man him 
ſelf, if Man only had an Animal Life, or was 
Animal vi vens, as * Mr. Warburton, and di- 
vers of our modern Philoſophers ſuggeſt. 3 
However, both theſe Tranſlations, as well 
as our Engi. 4% Bible, (which better ſpeak the 
Senſe of the Hebrew, as I am informed, than 
the Septuagint) expreſsly give a Superiority of 
Nature to the Serpent, above every living Crea - 
ture that was made: And if he ſpoke to Eve, 
in conſequence of that — then it fol- 
W — 
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lows ; that ſhe had no Reaſon to be ſurprized 
at the Speech of the Serpent ; fince Language 
was natural to the State and Condition of that 
Species of Animals : From whence I deduce 


Fd 


the following Propoſition. 


- 


Pgop. I. That the Serpent, who ſpoke to Eve, 


was of 4 Species of 7 to every 


Ctaſs of Brutes that was in Nature; and very 
nearly approaching, if not 2 71 coming up to 
the Privileges, that the Individuals of the bu- 
mant Nature obtain in this imperfect State of 
Things, ſave that he was endued with Innocence 
(wh3ch we Joft upon the Fall) and alſo clear of 
EATS Do nid 
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I am ſenſible here, I have to encounter a ve- 
ry unqueſtionable Notion, when J deny the 
Serpent originally to have been a ies of 
Brutes: However, it will be confeſſed on all 
Hands, that this Point of Hiſtory is extreme- 
ly dark and obſcure; but then, upon a care- 
fal Reflection, it will manifeſtly appear, that 
much of that Darkneſs, that overcaſts this 
Subject, intirely ariſes from our not ſetting ont 
upon the true Principles of Nature; and not 
placing Man in that Point of Elevation, in 
which I have laboured to ſer him, in the Firſt 
Book ; and which is that Place, where he both 
did ſtand upon his Original Creation; and 
ſhall again be advanced to, in the Reſurre&tion 


+4 * 


Now if we carefully examine theſe 
Texts, that ſpeak of the Serpent, and reflect 


Aen. iii. i. 2, 3, &c. 
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3 Coy oo 
upon the genuine Senſe and Tendency of the 
Words, as they relate to the Nature of that 
Animal, and his occafional Converſation with 
Eve, we ſhall readily perceive, that the Ser- 
pent was endued with Reaſon and Sapacity, .- 
in conſequence of theſe Attri- 


and had Speech 
. W 

This appears clearly to be the Caſe; for if you 
do but, for a Moment, thruſt the primitive Ser- 
pent out of the State he originally poffeſſed in Nas 
ture, and place Man in his room; and clear of 
Guilt and Crime; and it is impoſſible any Phi- 
loſopher could characterize him in more appto- 
priate Terms, than what the Divine Legiſlator 
uſes, in ſpeaking of that Creature: And, by an 
eafy Tranſition of the Words, the Paſſage will 
equally fit either Man, as he now is, in this 
fallen State of Nature, or the Serpent as he 
JJ ⁵᷑—?Nc— f 

Let us try the Efficacy of Moſes's Words, 
as applied to both. - Thus of the Serpent. 
Now the Serpent was more ſubtile, that is, 
more wiſe and prudent, than any Beaſt of the 
Field, which the Lord God had made. Thus 
of Man: — Now Man was an Animal more 
wiſe and prudent; than any Beaſt of the Field, 
&c. Do but examine this Application of the 
Words; and, by the ſtricteſt Rules of right 15 
Reaſon, you will find them perfectly to àc- 
cord with either Animal. According to theſe 
Obſervations, what Attributes were there in 
the -primitive Serpent, that there are not to 
be found in Man, as he now is! Again, What 
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is there in Man (if you except Guilt ahd 
Crime) that there was not in the primitive 


Serpent: And what is Ovid's — f 


«© 44 „ . be” 
but the primitive Serpent, or an Animal more 


worthy, and elevated in his Nature, than every 
Beaſt of the Field. For to explain the Word 
Sanctius here by the Term, moreboly, would ve. 


ry ill agree with the Senſe of the Context; ſee- 


ing there can be no poſitive Holineſs in Brutes, 


to ſupport the Compariſan. _- hz + 
But further, this Argument, in defence of 
the Dignity, of the Serpent, over all the Beaſts 
of the Field, receives conſiderable Strength, 


from thoſe Texts, that ſpeak of the Conver- 
ſation of this Animal with Eve. For had the 
Faculty of Speech been a new Thing, then 
the Surprize muſt have terrified Eve; and this 


Affrightment, being a materia] Circumſtance, 


muſt-have: been recorded by Maſes, to have 
made his Story conſiſtent, in every Part: But 
as no Notice is taken of ſuch a ſurprizing in- 
cident; as the Writer intirely paſſes it over in 
Silence; and only delivers the bare Matter of 
Fact, that he did ſpeak: I conclude, from 
ſuch an Omiſſion, that Speech was a Faculty 


inherent in the Serpent, by the Rights of his 


Creation: And that there is no Queſtion to be 
made, but that he was originally intended as 
a Companion for Adam and Eve, in their pri- 


mitive State of Creation; and that he had no- 
thing ſavouring of Brutality in his Nature. 


—— cd. * 
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ive This Explanation, if admitted, not only 
perfectly coincides with the Senſe of the Text, 
* but will ſolve all the Doubts and Difficulties, 
chat ariſe from the Speech and Puniſhment of 
this Creature: For if articulate Sounds were 
the Effet" of his Reaſon; and Reaſon made 
him a moral Agent; and moral Agency an 
accountable Creature, then it follows, that, as 
a moral Agent, he muſt be capable of Guilt; 
and conſequently, that the Puniſhment, allotted. 
him upon the Fall, was founded in the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of Things. | FEY 
This Subject of the Serpent has mightily 
embarraſſed our moſt able Commentators; and 
given ſome Colour, tho no real Grounds, for 
the Triumph of Infidels. Gentlemen, in de- 
tence of Revelation (taking their Meaſures 
from Objects as they affect us in this fallen 
State of Nature) could not poſſibly congeive, 
that any Claſs of Creatures, endued with Rea- 
ſon, could riſe up in Nature between Man 
and Beaſt; and fo, from theſe Reflections, 
they were brought to ennumerate the Serpent 
amongſt the Claſſes of irrational Creatures, 
when, from the very Senſe of the Text, it 
clearly appears, that he was endued with Sa- 
gacity, Prudence, and Reaſon ; and had Speech 
in conſequence of theſe Endowments ::-For tis 
plain, that brutal Inſtinct, in that primitive State 
of Creation, reached toa certain Point, and could 
not go higher; becauſe the Boundaries of every 
Claſs of Animals were fixed by the Law of 
their Nature: And it is reaſonable to believe; 
4 ˙ 
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that above the beſtial avi began the Clak 
of Serpents, more wiſe and / prudent, as the 
Text itſelf obſerves, than every Beaſt of the 
Field, that the Lord God had made. Above 
them again roſe up an Arrangement of Cre. 
tures with nobler Endowments; and ſuperior 
to theſe laſt, a fourth Claſs emerged out of Na- 
ture of higher Intellects; and fo on through 
all the Ranges of Angels, Arch-Angels, Che. 
rubims, and Seraphims, till you aſcended uy 
to the Top of all created Nature. 

This was the orderly Progreſs of Nature, in 
her primitive State of Perfection. The Chain 
roſe gradual, and every Link was uniform, 
and formed a moſt beautiful Aſcent, But that 
this gradual riſing Chain, in the various Claſſes 
of Creatures, has been actual ly broke in upon, 
is viſible to every refleing Mind ; and that 
this Breach happened at the Fall, ſhall be de- 
. monſtrated, in the enſuing Pages, from Ob- 
ſervation and Matter of Fact. 

But here I foreſee an Qbjection of ſome 
Weight and Conſequence | What may ſome 
hy — If theſe Things were originally ſo, a 
you repreſent them ; how came the Learned, 
in a courſe of ſo many Ages, never once to take 
Notice of ſuch an Order of Nature, and of 
Things. To this J Anſwer ; That there aic 
two Reaſons aſſignable, why Men did not 
ſooner come to a Diſcovery of theſc important 
Truths, that concern the Fall; Firſt, becauk 
_ ſbat Gentlemen too ſteadily followed the Com- 
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int from the Hebrew; . did not 
ſufficiently advert to the Force of the Words 
and their Senſe, as delivered in the Hebrew 
Text. Secondly, e did not make ſuitable 
Obſervations md R ections upon the various 
Claſſes and Arrangements of Creatures, as they 
muſt neceſſarily exiſt in Nature, according to 
the primitive Conftitutzon of Things; This 


appears clear from the wretched Pictures, they 


have drawn of both Eve and the Serpent, as 
they exiſted before the Fall. — To a Woman 
(as ſhe is in this fallen State of Nature) they 
{uperadded great Beauty, Simplicity and In- 


nocence; and fo dreſſed up; they preſent 


us with the Idea of our primitive Eve : 

for the Serpent, they chuſe out the moſt 
beautiful, bright, — 2 of the Species; 
and to brutal Inſtinct they join a fabtile 8e Saga- 
city; and, thus adorn'd, they furniſn out to 
our View, what they call Ga primitive Ser- 
pent, But as they did not give a ſufficient. 
Elevation to that Thoughts, fo they could 
neither raiſe Eve nor the Berpent to thoſe re- 


ſpective Dignities, that both obtained upon 


their firſt Creation: And thus they came to 
entertain a little better Notjon of Eve, than 
what the Serpent originally was; and to judge 
of the Serpent, in his primitive State of Crea- 
tion, little better than what we do of the moſt 
ſplendid kinds of theſe Reptiles, 1 in this fallen 
State of Nature. 

To conclude; let a Man raiſe his Thoughts 

and ſeriouſly reflect, how indecorous it "ou 
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of Guilt; and conſequently not conſcious. of 
any Crime: And. why Satan, in divers Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, is called, the Old Serpent, 
but, in Contradiſtinction to the new created 
Serpent, that ſubſiſted in Nature, had Reaſon, 
Senſe and Speech; and, therefore, was a pro- 
per Subject of Puniſhment and Change, 


. 
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SECT: II. 


Of the Temptati on of Eve, as diſi nguifhed from 
the Fall ; wherein the Original Dignity of 


Man is demonſtrated from the interlocutory 
- Diſcourſe, that happened betwixt Eve and the 
Serpent, while the infernal Enemy was la- 
- bouring to ſeduce her to tranſgreſs the high 


* Command of Gd 85 ven to them in Para-. 


. I 
UT I ſhall not only prove from Jock 


ted in the Image of God; and that this Image 
ſet him at the Head of the Creation, but pro- 
cCoeed one Step further; and attempt to demon- 
ſtrate the Truth of this very Fact, from the 
Nature of the Temptation, and the Intercourſe 
that happened between Eve and the Serpent, 
while the Arch-Enemy of Mankind, veil'd un- 
der the Cover of that Animal, was labouring 
10 


be, Go Moſes to introduce a God J 
 arraigning the Serpent, if he was incapable 


Texts of Scripture, that Adam was crea- 


3 
to accom oliſh that fatal Treaſon; and ben | 
Woman Ca her Duty, both, to God. 
Man. bo 
It may, indeed, ſeem a little 8 ton . 
tempt to demonſtrate the Dignity. of Man, 
1 an Event that ſo wofully diſcovers. the f 
Imperfections and Weaknefles his Nature: 
But God, I think, was willing upon this great 
Criſis to diſcover to Man his primitive State 
and Dignity ; ſo that, at the very Time of the 
Temptation, (when Satan was ſtriving to ovet= 
come Eye) ſuch Words ſhould fall from the 
Serpent, as, by a natural Deduction ſhould 
imply, that Adam, in the Elevation of his Na- 
ture, was originally ſuperior to Angels, and all 
the moſt favourite Creatures of God. PENS 
I confeſs the Revelatian, relating to the 
Circumſtances of the Fall, is a dark, A hog | 
and myſterious Subject; but, as it comes from 
God, I am perſuaded : That there is a Reaſon- 
of all theſe particular Events, deduceable from 
Scripture ; and which are ſufficient to ſatisfy 
the moſt ſcrupulous Conſcience ; that is wil- 
ling to ſubmit his Judgment to the Dictates of 
Nature and the Truth of Things. And my 
greateſt Happineſs is: That the very Circume 
ſtances of this Intercourſe plainly A 
that Adam was created in the Image of Gods 
And that this Image ſet him _ Head;of 
all created Nature. - Tel} me 5 as has been 
irequently ſaid ; That made the Soul of 
Man in his Image : The Text neither lays, _ 
nor implies any ſuch thing: The Words, in 
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Seripture, that ſpeak of Man's Creation, ate 
expreſs, and peremptorily declare : That Man 
was formed in he ys of God“ Let us, 
faith the Text, make MAN in our Tmaxe : 
And again; ſo God created MAN in his own 
Image; and farther — In the Image of God 
— be bim. Here is no mention of the 
Soul, but of the MAN: And St. Jobn did 
not fall down to worſhip the Soul of the divine 
Meſſenger, in the — but to adore 
the very Image of God reſtored to MAN in 
his glorified State. It was this exact Reſem- 
—— of the Divine Nature, that deceived 
the very Apoſtle himſelf. It was this divine 
Impreſſa, engraven on Adam's Nature, that 
rendered him: + The living Image of the ever 
living God: It was not his Soul, but himſelf, 
that was a Ray- ra the Divine Bein a as upon 

this Subject we have more copio * enla 
pa the Firſt-Book. - 2. St 
How dare then any Man preſume to divide 
oe diſtinguiſn, where God has not divided or 
diſtinguiſhed: Do theſe Men refle& upon the 
111 h Prerogatives, that Adam neceſſarily enjoyed 
= State of Creation; the tranſcen- 
— that ſurrounded even his corpo- 
= Nature: For, tho, there is no Queſtion 
to be made, but that he had a Body derived 
from the Earch, yet as that corporeal Nature 
was form d by the Power of the divine Ar- 
| on cy W with the Spirit of Al- 
might 
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42 Gen, i. 26, 27. + See the Firſt Beek. p. 103- 
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mighty Wiſdom ; ſo it moſt certainly came 
out of his Hands a divine Piece of -Workman- 


| ſhip; and adorned with all the celeſtial Per- 
| fections, that Heaven and Earth coped conſe 


upon it. 

This Body of his, united whis the Spit and 
Soul, compoſed that humane Nature, upon 
which God was pleaſed to ſtamp the Impreſſa 
of his divine Image: For in he firſt — ſe- 


cond Chapters of Geneſis, this Image is no leſs 


than five times repeated; as if Moſes, by this 
frequent Ingemination, was willing to remind 
us of ſome deep and hidden Myſtery, veiled 
under the outſide Letter of the Text; and 
which required the moſt delicate Sentiments, 
and profound Sagacity, and Attention to dif- 


cover and unfold, 


Nov all the Truths of the F irſt Book, viz. 
That Man was orig! nally ſuperior to Angels, and 


flood at the H ead of the Creation are 
rated from the very Nature of the Temptation 


itſelf : For we diſcover from Revelation, that 
there will be a glort ous Change of our vile Bo- 
dies: This is a Point moſt clearly revealed in 
divers Parts of Scriptute. But there could not 
be any Grounds for a future change, in the | 
Powers of our Bodies, if theſe Bodies had not 


ſuffered a conſiderable Alteration | ſome time 


after their Creation; and become vile, at that 
Period, which Revelation aſſures us, happened 
upon the Fall. A Change therefore: of theſe 
once glorious Bodies neceſſarily enſued upon 
the Tranſgrefſion of Adam : How 1 

vent 
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(76 » 
- Brent i in 'Nature, 'was brought about, the in, 
-ſpired Writer will inform you : For Meſes, 1 a 
think, introduces the Tempter as labour ing to 
our firſt Parents from their Duty, by 
a Promiſe of Godhead. — * Ye ſhall be as Gods 
wing Good and Evil. The Word here tranſ- 
lated Gods is, in the Hebrew, Alobim, which, 
in Genefis always ſignifies the Alrnighty « God. 
From whence' I infer © 

"Prop. I. That the Temptation it ſelf, and 
the Principles upon which the Serpent aſſailed 
Eve, perfectly coincide with the Revolutions 
of our Nature; demonſtrate the Truth of Fad, 
72. That Man was created ſuperior to Angels; 
and at tbe ſame time, are reconcileable wW?7 5 all 
the Branches f Revelation. © 

Now, that we may the better examine the 
ſeveral Circumſtances of the Temptation; and 
accompliſh this Affair in the beſt manner, I 
hall here, as briefly as poſlible, ſet down the 
whole Difeourſe as it interchangeably hap- 
pened, firſt, betwixt Eve and the Serpent; 
and ſecondly between Eve and Adam; and 
draw ſuch Inferences from the ſeveral Texts as 
naturally ariſe out of the Senſe of the Words. 
Moſes writes down the Circumſtances of the 
Temptation thus —'* And the Serpent 5 
unto the Woman. Na] bath God ſaid, 
Hall not eat of every Tree of the Garden: So 
the Woman ſaid unto the Serpent. We may eat 
of the Fruit of the Trees in the Garden; bit 
of the Fruit of the Tree, which is in the midf 
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of the Cine God bas ſaid, ye ball wt a 
of it, neither ſhall ye touch 45 laſt: ye dier 
And the: $ erpent again ſaid unts the Woman, 
— Ye. Hall not ſurely. die: Nor God doth 
know, that in tbe Day ye eat eve then'your. 
Eyes ſhall be opened; and ye. ſball bs as Gade 
(that is Alobim) knowing God and Euil. 
This is the — of the T 
whereby Satan, the Arch-En 


'emptation, 
emy of Mankind; 
way- laid Eve, in order to bring about her De- 
ſtruction: And, from &+wrong;Apprebenfiow 
of this Paſſage, has ariſen all thatRidictle and 
Satyr, which Infidels, and ill deſigning Men 
have flung upon this Event, and the Texts that 
ſupport it. — why. does the promiſe 
an Elevation; (in the Nature of our firſt Pa- 
rents,) to an Equality with the ſupreme God. 

if they had not before been ſuperior to all 
Tet: Principalities and Powers; and above 
every Creature in Nature. 
To make this ſtill more clear, we will ſup- 
poſe, that Things were conducted; in that 
early Period before the Fall, with: Turns of 
Thought and Reflexion, little different from! 
what they ate in our Times: And: that Mos 
ſes,. many Ages after, in the Coutſe of his) | 
Hiſtory of Mankind and of Nature, Was to 

introduce an Event, wherein Man by ex- 
ceeding the Boundaries preſcribedi him, be: 
came a Tranſgreſſor; and, by that fatal, Prei. 
paſs, loft his Honour; his Glory and the 
Previledges of his primitive Creation: Now 
can we dee habe Man of * 8 
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troduce an Affair of this high Importance, 
couched in Words like theſe. —_— Tea ! has 
© God. ſaid, ye ſpall die if ye eat of the. Fruit? 
tell eee e ſball not die, but be as Alobim, 
knowing Good and Evil; that is, as Almighty 
God, able todiſcover all the Decrees of Pro- 
vidence, and the Myſteries of his Nature, Can we 
ſuppoſe; Iſay; that Moſes would ever expect, that 
a Story thus introduced could find Credit; or that 
there could any whete be found a People ſo ſot- 
tiſh and weak, as to believe the Serpent n 
wy himſelf: in theſe Terms. 
. — Saran, under the Veil of any falſe 
Light or A ce, ſhould come-and ſpeak 
to a Man:'of an ordinary Capacity, and tell 
him: That upon breaking through any In- 
junction laid upon him by the Almighty, 
that be ſhould be advanced to an Equal! 
with Deny, How do you think, in < 
a caſe, a. Man of ordinary, reaſonable Tntellec- 
tuals would receive the Tempter, and treat his 


Temptation! Why! a Man, of common Rea- 
— enfion, would, from the very na» 

. ture of Things quickly diſcover the intended 
Fraud, and te 


Iy'd: That he gre miſtaken his Cue; for 
that the Thing — talked of was manifeſtly 
abſurd and impoſſible in the Nature of Things. 
Indeed, ſays he, had you told me that I ſhou'd, 
upon breaking through the Reſtraints en- 
joined me by my Maker, be advanced to the 


Tay of — ſome Credit might have 
been 


tndued with . Senſe, would ever in 


the 2 point blank, that he 


Equas 
| lity with God, I know you ititend my Sedud- 


(79) 
been given to your Words; but now -yout. , 
tell me, that I ſhall be advanced to an 


tion; and therefore will not balieye one Word 
that you ſay z nor comply with your Requeſts 
This muſt have been the Fate af the I 
tation (going upon the Principles of our * 
Knowledge) if you judge Adam to havt been 
no higher in che Ser Scale of Cteatures, than what 
we find ourſelves under, in this: fallen State ot 
Nature. But as things were originally conducted 
upona quite different Footing: as Adam and Eur 
were advanc'd above all other Creatutes im heit 
Creation; and ac there was no othær Creature: 
above them, into Whaſe Claſb they; might 
aſcend ſo the next Tranſition muſt neceſſirihy 
ſet them on a level with the Almighty; and 
Sve, then dhe Attributes of ee to" 
But tho, as appearę by the Eventy: the Sera 
pent prevailed againſt Eve, yet J am at a loſs 
to conceive, what could ſo eaſily draw Adam 
irom his Duty and Obedience to God ? What 
could excite him to fo foul a Revolt; and pre- 
vail with a Creature fo highly favoured of his 
Maker, to.deſpiſe the Warnings of his God, 
unleſs he, Devil like, riot content with the high 
Prerogatives he enjoyed, when ſuperior to an 
Angel of Light, wanted to be equal to the 
Moſt High. Eve, as appears, had ſome Par- 
ley with the Serpent, ſome Struggles within 
herſelf; and made ſome Reſiſtance to the ſſy 
loſinuations of this artful Enemy: But alaſs! 
Adam wanted no Serpent to tempt him; no 
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(8) 
Lare to draw him in, to commit the diſobe: 
dient AR; and fatal Treſpaſs of Sin in Paradiſe; 
He, in his own Boſom, had a more powerful 
to encounter. This Queen of Na- 
ture; Goddeſs of this neither World; reſplen- 


the World,. 
mighty Chief of Nature, ſunk into a Chaos, 


tive: Dignity. And thus, from the Event, it 
appears: That Eve could conquer Adam, but 
.not the Serpent; 'That Adam could . 
le Nr not Eve.” #374 
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dent Eve, dazling in all the Majeſty of her 
native Glory, at one fatal Attempt, overeame 

his beſt Reſolutions: She gave him that falſe 
deluding Fruit; which blaſted the tranſcendent 
SGlories of the! whole Creation: Thus was the 
fatal Sin of Paradiſe compleated : Thus Adam, 
the Honour, the Glory and Magn 
lay in Ruins: And Man, the 


ificence'-of 


and loſt the glorious Attributes of his primi- 
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The Dignity of Man further illuſtrated from 
the Circumſtances of the Temptation; demon- 
© ftrating from divers Poſitions in Scripture, ' 
that Reaſon is nt an adequate Principle, ſuff;- 
cient to judge of the great Truths relating to 
Revelation: And that Moſes never would bave 
- delivered himſelf, upon the Tranſgreſfion and 
Fall, in the manner be has done, bad be been 
left to the mere Light of bis glimmering Rea. 
fan; and mt fel by the Spirit of Cd. 


” OBSERVED in the * Firſt Book, that 
Reaſon was a baſtard Principle; and not 
the genuine Offspring of Man's firſt Nature: 
And that Adam was either without it, in his 
primitive State of Creation; or had it in much 
higher Perfection, than what we his fallen 
Progeny have ever fince enjoyed, I ſhall 

now proceed to make good that Aſſertion; and 
ſhew clearly, that if Moſes had only been di- 
rected by his glimmering Reaſon; and not the 
Spirit of God; or the Inſpiration of the Al- 
mighty, he neither could, nor would haye de- 
livered his Sentiments, concerning the Original 
of Evil; the Temptation of Eve; and the Fall 
of Man, in the Ry has done: And, up- 
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* See Book I. 5. 52: 
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on this Foundation, that Moſes was govern d 
by the unerring Spirit of God, in writing a5 
He did, I proceed to erect the Demonftration : 
That the * of Eve, and the Fall of 
Man were conformable to the Reaſons of Na- 
ture and the moral Fitneſs of Things. 
Thoſe Gentlemen, that are well verſed in 
the Nature of Proofs, neceſſary to make up the 
Proceſs of a Demonſtration, very well know, 
That, in the Proſecution of any difficult Pro- 
blem, ſome felf evident Poſition, Axiom, or 
common Principle is always neceſſary to be 
laid down, as the Baſis of our Enquiry. Now, 
in the Proſecution of this arduous Affair, I de- 
fire no other Poſitions to be granted me, but 
theſe two following: Firſt ; That Mofes was 
4 Man endued with common Senſe : And, Se- 
condly ; That he expetted to be believed, in 
what be deliver d, in the third Chapter of Gene- 
fis, concerning the manner of .the Temptation, 
ond the Fall of Man, Theſe are Conceſſions 
ſo very reaſonable, that I do not think, they 
can be refuſed by any fober, ſenſible Man; 
no, not by an Infidel himſelf, if he ſerĩouſſy 
reflects upon the Nature of Things; and i is only 
concerned for the Diſcovery of Truth. 
But here I foreſee an Objection of ſome 
Weig ht and Moment? What! may the Infide! 
ay, * Revelation jars with Common Senſe; 
and if Moſes was: not to be believed, if he 
writ according to the Principles of common 
Reaſon; then it folloys; that Inſpiration is at 
Variance with the common Dictates of Ha 
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which is breaking in upon the Moral Fitneſs 
of Things? Not fo faſt good Mr. Infidel : Fair 
and. foftly goes Fartheſt ; and a full Anſwer 
ſhall be given to you, upon this Head, in due 
Time and Place: For the preſent, I think pro- 


per to obſerve: That this Gbjection ariſes from 


the Changes of our Nature, which is not now 
the ſame it originally was created; and con- 
ſequently is not now capable, without ſuper+ 
natural Aſſiſtance, either to diſcover, or judge of 


the primitive Glory of our. Firſt Nature; and, 


therefore, a Man, that preſumes to judge of 
our primitive State of Creation, from the mere 
Light of Reaſon, muſt neceſſarily be ſubje& 
to great Miſtakes: For when the Apoſtle ex- 
preſsly tells us, That we ſhall ariſe to Eternal 
Life, can we look upon that Reſurrection, in 
any other Light, than as a neceflary Effe& of 


the Redemption purchaſed for us by the Blood 


of Chriſt; and can we conſider the Redemp- 
tion any otherwiſe, than as a Means to reſtore 
Man fromthe Curſe of the Fall. The Fall it ſelf, | 
can we otherwiſeconceive of, but as a fatal Effe& 
demonſtrating, by the Aſſiſtance of Revelation, 


the Changes of our Nature, from what it was, 


when originally created in the Image of God. 


| Theſe Reflections, and what weſhall further ob- 


ſerve upon theſe Subjects of the Fall, in theenſu- 
ing Sections, will perfectly reconcile the Diffe- 
rence between Reaſon and Revelation; and let us 
clearly ſee; why Moſes, left to himnſeif, could not, 
according to the Principles of common Senſe 
and common Reaſon, have written as he did; 

| G 2 becauſe, 


66!!! 6 / Co 
becauſe, according to thoſe Principles alone, 
he was not a competent Jadge of the Defigns 
of Providence ; nor could he, without farther 
Aſſiſtance, reach the ſublime Height of the 
Subject he had in Hand: And, therefore, for 
| Mofes to write, conſiſtently with the Truths 
of Nature, upon a Subject ſo far removed out 
of the reach of Man's common Apprehenfions, 
it was abſolutely neceſſary, that he ſhould be 
inſpired; and that theſe great Truths ſhould be 
dictated to him from the Spirit of God: 
From all which I deduce the following Pro- 
poſition. 8 * 
PRor. I. That it is abſolutely impoſſible, in 
the Nature of Things ; That Moſes left to hin- 
ſelf; and unaſſiſted by the Spirit of God, could 
ever, conſiſtent with the Truths of Nature, have 
contrived the Circumflances of the Temptation 
and Fall, upon the Plan he has laid down in the 
Third Chapter of Genefis 
This is fo clear a Propoſition, and couched 
in ſuch exprefs Terms; that the Proofs I ſhall 
deduce from it, to any obferving Man, muſt 
be irrefiftable, and can need no Comment: 
For when Adam ſunk down, upon the Fall, 
from that high Eminence, in which he was 
created, and became the loweſt of all intel 
lectual Creatures, he then had a Reaſon and 
ſenſitive Nature, ſuited to the Objects he was 
to converſe with, in this new State of Nature. 
This ſenſitive Nature of his could be the Ef- 
fect of nothing elſe, but that carnal Cruſt, that 
every Where environ'd the Body, darken'd his 
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Intellectuals, blocked up divers Avenues to 
the Soul; and ſuffered nothing to affect its Fa- 
culties, but what made their Way through 
the Impreſſions of the ſenſitive Organs. And 
as Mofes derived his humane Nature from A- 
dam; and as this Nature partook of the ſame 
ſenſitive Properties, with the reſt of Mankind; 
ſo it neceſſarily follows; that he, uninſpired, 
would reaſon upon the Events of Things, ac- 
cording to the Reaſons of Nature, 

But when we attempt to diſcover the Ori- 
gin of Evil, the Reaſons of Nature are at a 
ſtand, are defective; and cannot help us out 
in our Enquiries. Reaſon indeed tells us, that 
Man is vitiated, — But, how: That he is fal- 
len from his primitive Rectitude — But, when, 
Theſe two Points puzzled the ſublimeſt Wits 
amongſt the ancient Philoſophers, who, when 
they could not unlooſe this Gordian Knot by 
the Eye of their glimmering Reaſon, Alexan. 
der like, attempted to cut it: This they did 
by ſplitting the Unity of Deity into two diſ- 
tint Beings; the one infinitely Good: The 
other infinitely Evil: And, to each of theſe 
chief Gods, they aſſigned an eternal Duration 
of Exiſtence. Nor did theſe Philoſophers ſtop 
here, but went on, and aſſign'd to Nature two 
Originalsalſo: 'The one ſpringing trom God, as 
he was infinitely Good, the other, as he was infi- 
nitely Evil. But as I have, in the Second Book, 
demonſtrated the evident Falſehood and Abſur- 
dity of two independent eternal Beings; ſo I 
{ball let that Point reſt here, and proceed to 
Fo G73 examine 
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examine the Circumſtances of the Pall, 20. 


cording to the Revelation of Moſes. 
Now had the divine Law-giver, in the Hi. 


ſtory of the Creation, and that Detail of Cir. 
ande that relate to Man s Fall, been left 


to the Guidance of his own natural Reaſon 
then his own natural Reaſon would neceſſaril 
have led him to judge of Man, in this fallen 
State of Things, in the ſame manner, as we do 
of one another; And then Moſes, according 
to theſe Principles, muſt have placed him, asthe 
Philoſophers generally do, in the middle Claſs 
of Creatures, immediately below Angels; and 
ſomewhat above Brutes : This muſt have been 
the Refult of his natural Conceptions: And his 
Reflections, ariſing from theſe Conceptions, 
muſt have confirmed him in the ſame Thing: 

And then inſtead of introducing the Serpent 
promiſing God-head to Eve, upon her eating of 
the forbidden Fruit, we ſhould have had the 
fame Promiſe, extending no higher than, — 
Ye ſhall be as Angels, Arch-Angels or Che- 
rubims at moſt : This, both common Senſe 


and common Reaſon will tell us, was the 


moſt feazable way of Proceeding : But to ſay, 
as he has ſaid: That upon tranſgreſſing the 
high Command of Heaven, our firſt Parents 
ſhould be elevated, in their Nature, to the 
Dignity of Gods, or ſtand upon a level with 
FMlobim, is ſuch a ſtretch of Thought as never 
could have entered into his Head, if he had 
reſted the Point upon mere natural Reaſon, or 


grounded his Sentiments upon the common 
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Principles of Nature: el indeed, could 1 


at all * entered his Head, if le bad nes 
—— 3 9 Spirit of God; ſo that this 


ment roves, that Man was ſupe- 
_ to Angels: And that Moſes was illumina- 


Himſelf as he has done, upon the Circumſtances: 
of the Fall: From all which 1 infer, 6% 
Prop. II. That Reaſon is not a ſufficient Fudge 
of the Principles of Religion; and that a Reve- 
lation ts abſolutely 5 to enable us to judge 
properly of di vers rines, relating tothe Laws 
of our Nature, and the W ill of God. 
Now kt us examine this Fact to the Bot- 
tom, and give Reaſon all the fair Play, that 
even Infidels themſelves can defire Mofes, 
in the Third Chapter of Geneſis, was to record a 
FaR, viz. The 1 of Eve: And who 
amongſt us, that reads the Circumſtances of 
this fatal Event (as it was to be the prime, ori- 
ginal Cauſe of all that Sin and Evil, that ever 
was, is, or ſhall be, in the World) could ever 
ſuggeſt: That a reaſonable Man would tell a 
Story with ſo many improbable Circumſtances; 
and at the ſame time expect Belief : That a 
Serpent, in the Claſs of Brutes, ſhould ſpeak, 
tempt, and deceive Woman; ſhe prevail a=. 
gainſt Man ; and, as a Lure to captivate this 
filly Creature, Eve, the Serpent ſhould tell her: 
That, upon eating of the forbidden F ruit, they 
ſhould be advanced to the Dignity of Gods, | 
and ſet upon a Level with the Almighty Be- 
ing. Wie, I fay, that reflected ever ſo little 
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upon the common Reaſon of Things; and 
bounded his Reflections by theſe. Circum- 
ſtances, as they affect us in this fallen State of 
Nature, could ever believe ſo ridiculous a Sto- 
ry, thus ſillily told. What Reaſon do theſe 
Gentlemen preſume to offer, why Moſes, ſo 
ſage a Hiſtorian, ſhould paſs by the inferior 
Ranges of Angels, and other aſcending Intel- 


ligences, and at once lift up our firſt Parents, 


to the Dignity of Gods; and ſet them on an 
Equality with the Almighty : Are not theſe 
Things highly improbable? Can we ſuppoſe, 
that the meaneſt, ſenfible Man amongſt* us, 
would ever, from his Heart, give Credit to 
ſuch Aſſertions? From this Source ſpring moſt 
of our Deiſtical Notions; this is the Sheet 
Anchor of Infidelity, if the Patrons of that 
impious Sect can faſten any where: And I 
ſolemnly declare, that I never had a Diſpute 
with any Man of this Complexion ; but that, 
firſt or laſt, he would be ſure to fling out his 
ſmart Jeſts and ſneering Sarcaſms upon poor 
Adam and Eve, - ahd ſhelter his ridiculous 
Nonſenſe under the Umbrage of theſe miſta- 
ken Texts. Thus abſurd appears the Grounds 
of the Fall, if you confider Adam to have 
been only a little ſuperior in his primitive State 
of Creation, to what we are in this fallen 
State of Nature, 3 4H 

But if, on the other hand, we elevate our 
Conceptions of Things ; if we orderly pro- 
reed to examine this great Event of the Fall 
from the Beginning; and go on to conſider 


Adam, 


Adam, as he really was in his celinitive. Stats 


of Perfection, then, all the Parts of this fur- 


priſing Event will be natural and regular; then, 
every Text, that ſpeak of either the Creation 
or Fall of Man, will have a natural Conſiſtency 
in themſelves ; a regular Dependence on the 
Subject; and a perfect Harmony through all 
the Branches of Revelation : For as Adam 
and Eve, in their primitive State of Creation, 
ſtood at the Head of -all created N ature ; and 
were next and immediately ſupreme under 
God himſelf ; ſo there could be no Claſs of 
Creatures in Nature above them, into whoſe 
Order they might advance: And being, that 
they were ſuperior to, and above all other 
Creatures, ſo the next Remove or Aſcent muſt 
neceſſarily ſet them on a Level with the Deity, 
according to the Words of Moſes, and Promiſe 
of the Serpent. Ye ſhall be as Gods, &c.— 
Ye are now indeed great in the Scale of Na- 
ture, and above all other Creatures; but then 
ye ſhall be greatly elevated in your Nature, 

and ſtand upon a Level with Ælobim himſelf; 

and be able to penetrate the moſt abſtruſe My- 
ſteries of his Providence and Decrees. 

Now the Arch Enemy of Mankind, by the 
very Nature of his Attempt, muſt know that 
Adam and Eve had the Image of God in their 
Creation: That there were no other Creatures, 
under the Heavens, but what, in Nature; were 
inferior to this illuſtrious Pair ; and that, there- 
fore, they could want nothing but the eſſen- 
tial Attributes of oy, to > make * 5 


1 
' Gods. If Satan had known otherwiſe ; -and 
that our firſt Parents did not obtain that ſu. 
preme Dignity, to which I have advanced 
them in the firft Book, then Moſes never would 
have made him begin the Proem, to-the Temp- h 
tation, in the manner he has done; becauſe, up- 7 
on theſe Principles, it never could have taken 5 
effect, as we have already obſerved. What D 
then remained to be done? What Principles by 
was Satan to go upon, according to the exacteft ) 
Rules of tme Policy and right Reaſon, in or- 5 
det to captivate our firſt Parents; and plunge 
theſe Sovereigns of Nature into a World of 0 
Woe and Miſery? Was he to promiſe them, a 
Change into the Angelick- Nature. No: 
Such a ſtale Device would never take. They 
are already ſuperior to the Nature of theſe 
Bleſſed Spirits; and no Creatures of Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding would ever chuſe, to 
exchange their State of Happineſs, where the 
Circumſtances, upon the Alteration, would 
no ways countervail that Change. Should he 
propoſe the Temptation, under the Maſk of 
Friendſhip, and ftrive to foil theſe two noble 
Creatures, by promiſing them a Change into 
the Natures of Cherubims or Seraphims ; but 
| thoſe alſo reach not the ſublime Dignity of that 
Nature; to which they are already advanced.— 
What now remains to be done? What laſt 
ſhift is left for Satan to play, in order to deſtroy 
the Happineſsof theſe exalted Creatures? Why? 
As they have already the Image of God, ſays that 
fallen Cherub, I will try to deceive them witha 
5 8 Promiſe 
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Promiſe, of ſuperadding to their Nature the ef- 
ſential Attributes of Deity : And this I will at- 
tempt, by perſuading them to tranſgreſs the 
high Command enjoined them of God in Pa- 
radiſe. This, ſays the Arch-Fiend exulting, is 
the only Ground, on which I reſt my Hopes. 
Upon this Foundation, I will ftrive to: foil 


Dignity of their Nature, can be overpower'd 
by no other Attempt : With this Device I over- 
came the Angels, of Heaven ; and, with the 
fame artful Means, I will ſtrive to foil this laſt, 
and beſt of all his Creatures, Man, | 
Thus it appears, that every Circumſtance of 
the Temptation, when we ground our Mea- 
ſures upon right Principles perfectly correſ- 
ponds with the Reaſon and Nature of Things: 
And thus we perceive, that no other Avenue - 
but Ambition, was left open to the Fall; nor 
could any thing, but a Tincture of Pride, 
overturn Creatures of ſo high an Elevation 
and exalted a Make, as themſelves were, in the 
Scale of Nature: For Satan, in his Attempt 
upon Eve, wiſely paſſed by Angels, Cheru- 

bims, and Seraphims; and why did he paſs 
by theſe noble exalted Creatures? Why did 
he not rather apply to Eve, ſaying, Ye ſhall 
be as Angels, or Cherubims, or a Claſs above 
theſe glorious Creatures, This Procedure, if 
Man had originally been created in a State of 
Nature, but a little ſuperior to what we now 
find ourſelves, would have been the likelieſt 
Method to ſucceed in the Attempt: But fo 
yh EE wile 


thoſe illuſtrious Perſonages; who, from te | 


| (6920 


tion upon the Principle of exalting them into 


an Equality with Deity, is a plain Demonſtra- 


tion, that Adam, before that fatal Period, en- 


joyed Prerogatives vaſtly ſuperior to all other 


Creatures in Nature; and more eſpecially to 
what Man is in this fallen State of Things. 
And thus J think I have ſufficiently proved, 
from the very Nature of the Temptation, that 


all the various Claſſes of Creatures were, upon 


their Creation, beneath Adam and Eve in the 
Scale of Nature; and that their real Exalta- 


tion and Dignity was the ſole Reaſon why Sa- 


tan accoſted Eve with the Promiſe of Deity. 
This Attempt of the Serpent, upon theſe Prin- 
Ciples, is, I think, a full Demonſtration, that 
Nature is warped ; that Man is fallen ; and that 
the whole Creation is ſomehow diſtorted from 
her primitive Purity and Rectitude. And from 
this Detail of Facts it clearly appears: That 
"Moſes left to the Conduct of his Reaſon; and 
unaſſiſted by the Spirit of God, never could have 
contrived the Circumſtances - of the Tempta- 
tion upon the Plan he has done; or if he had 
attempted it upon that Scheme, yet that there 
was not one ſenſible Man in the World, that 
would have given Credit to his Words, which 
are the two Points 1 was to prove. 

But it is not only in this particular Point of 
the Fall, that our Reaſon, left to itſelf, is de- 
fective; and our Judgment miſtaken ; but Da- 
vid himſelf, was almoſt led aſtray by the Force 
of his reaſoning Powers, This holy Pace 
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her outward. Skirts; and immediately in the 


« BN 
had like to have fallen; his Foot ſtumbled; ; 
and his Judgment was egregiouſly miſtaken, 
while he contemplated Things, as they affec- 
ted him from without; and as helooked upon 
_ through the natural Eye of his glimmer- 


ing Reaſon : Nor could he recover himſelf 
from this Slip; till he had recourſe to the fa- 
cred Pages, for to ſet him right. 

I confeſs the Royal Pſalmiſt is upon a Fs 
and noble Subject: He was contemplating the 
huge Luminaries of Heaven; the Sun, the 
Moon, and the Stars. Theſe are his Words, 

— * When I confider,, or revolve in my Mind, 
ſaith he, thy Heavens, the Work of t 


by Fingers ; 


the Moon and the Stars, which thou baſt ordain d. 
Thus the facred Text: And when he had by 
his Reaſon ſufficiently reflected upon their 
huge Bulks, immenfe Diſtances, and the Ra- 
pidity of their ſtated Motions round their re- 
ſpective Orbits, he then looks down upon 
Man, with the ſame contemptible Idea, that a 
modern Philoſopher would ſhew for him, that 
had never ſearched” further into Nature than 


very next Verſe, cries out, — What is Man 
that thou art mi 22 of him : and the Son of 
Man that thou vifiteft him. To ſpeak Truth; 
Man, when compared with ' thoſe huge 
Conttellations, or ig vt _ * Orbs of Light 
| that 
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D gens the learned Aftronomer ebinks it not i inp, 
that there may be Suns, whoſe Ligbt is not yet travelled down to us 
fince their firft Creation; alths' we grant with the modern Philo- 
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that rowl in Spaces immenſely, and inton- 
ceivably diſtant, is little more than a mere 
Point; or if any thing can be more minute, 
leis than a drop of the Bucket, when com- 
pared with the vaſt Ocean; or a Grain of Sand, 
when ſet in Competition with the whole Earth, 
Thus Reaſon taught the Royal Pſalmiſt to at- 
gue upon the viſible Objects 
'bid him compute the mean Value of Creatures 
according to their apparent Bulks ; and not 
according to their intrinſick Worth, as deriving 
their Dignity from the Power of God in their 
. firſt Creation; or as they were to be reſtored 
to their primitive State of Nature again by the 
Blood of Chriſt. . l 
But, after the inſpired Prophet had a little 
checked his former Thoughts, upon the Dig- 
.nity of Nature and her Garniture; and te- 
flected upon the Original Dignity of the hu- 
mane Nature, he immediately breaks out into 
this noble Elogium in favour of Man. But 
t bau madeft him, (or originally created him) « 
littie lower than God (fnF28 Ailohim] and 
baſt crowned him with Glory and Honour: 
I know the Septuagint, from whom we 


uſes, in this Place, the Word Aye; which we 
rightly tranſlate Angels. But who empower'd 
thoſe Tranſlators to uſe that Freedom? What 
Reaſon do the Learned preſume to give for 
tranſlating the Hebrew Word Alobim (which 
: generally 


| — N — 5 — ; « - — 
ſopbers: That Light travels eighty one Millions of Miles, in the 
Dae and a half, or eight at moſt. 


of Nature, and 


partly borrow the Tranſlation of our Bible, 


or Judges, but never Angels) in this Place b̃y 


PIES, (95) | 
generally ſignifies God, and ſometimes King 


that Word: Nor do know that, in the whole 
Book of God, Ælabim is ever rendered A 
excepting in this Place. And Caflalio, that 
learned Hebrew Expoſitor, was fo ſenfible of 
a Miſtake in the Tranſlation of this Paſſage, 
That he readily gives the Word a Tura in the 
fame manner as I have done; and which is 
more appropriate to the Hebrew Text; than ei- 
ther the Septuagint or our Engliſb Tranſlation, 
* 1tqui eum fropemodum Deum feciſii Tims 

taque Gloria & Autoritate ornaſti.— Thou 
madeſt him (ſpeaking of the firſt Creation of 
Man) almoſt equal to God, or but little -infe- 
rior to Deity : Thow haſt crowned him with 

great Glory and Honour. And Montanus, who 
very well underſtood the Idiom of the Hebrew 


Tongue, tranſlates the ſame Paſſage into Latin 


thus. + Er deficere feciſti eum paululum a Deo. 
Thou madeſt him but a little todiffer from 
God. Thus the Affair ſtands, according. to 
the Sentiments of theſe twogreat Writers, who 
I think, have ſet thefe Texts in ſuch a Point of 
Light, as none of the Criticks have conſidered 
them before. D 8 4 | 
I ſhall now procee 


d forward to adjuſt a 
Paſſage in the Hebrews, that alludes to this of 

the Palms ; or rather is only a_verbal Tranf- 
cript of it, according to the Septuagint Tranſla- 
tion. St. Paul, in the Firſt Chapter of the 
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vide Caſtal. Lat. Bible, P/alm vii. 6. 
f Vide Mon. Bib. Heb. & Lat. P/. viii. 6. 
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Hebreus, is treating of, the Dignity of Chrif, 
and obſerving: how far. he is ſuperior to all 
Dominions, Principalities and Powers, either 
in Heaven or Earth, ſo that || zhe 4 nels of 
God are commanded to worſhip bim: = the 
Second Chapter he purſues the ſame Topick; 
and labours to convince the converted Fews of 
their Danger, in neglecting ſo great Salvation, 


ſation was; but by the Lord himſelf *; For un- 
to the Angels, ſays he, God bas not put in Sub- 


jection the World to come, but to the Son; But 


one in a certain Place teftified ! Saying 1 What 
2s Man, that thou art mindful of him# or the 
Son of Man, that thou viſiteſt him. This mani- 
feſtly, relates to Man in general, as he is under 
this fallen State of Nature. And then fol- 
lows, —— Thou madeſt him à little (or for a 
little while inferior to) leer than the Angels. 
The Apoſtle undoubtedly, in this Paſlage 
refers to Chriſt, under his low Eſtate of Hu- 
miliation, — Thou haſt put all things in Sub. 
jection under his Feet. This is a Propheſy, that 
cannot, till the Conſummation of all Things, 
take Place: For the Apoſtle preſently ſubjoins. 
But now (or during the preſent State of fallen 
Nature) we Jee not all things put in SubjeFtion 
under bim. For Sin, Death and the Grave, 
are evidently as voracious as ever. And then 
follows. Þ But we fe Jeſus, bo was made 4 


itt 
| Heb. 3.6. © Hb. 5,6, 7 
+ Ibid. v. . $ Ibid. v. 83. 
4 Ibid.o. 9. 


not revealed by Angels, as the Jewiſb Diſpens 
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little lower than the Angels, ( referring to the 


ſeventh Verſe) crowned with Glory and Honour, 


that be, by the Grace of God, ſhould taſte of Death 
for every Man. Here the Text viſibly relates 
to Chri/t in his glorified State; for tis plain, 
that he, that, in the ſeventh Verſe, was made 
a little lower than the Angels, is the fame 
Perſon, who, in Verſe the Ninth, was crown'd 


with Glory and Honour. And this Crown was 


confer d upon his humane Nature, for the ſuf- 
ſering Denn. : 
So that this Paſſage in the Pſalms, if refer d 
to theſe Texts of the Hebreus, manifeſtly 
takes in all the three States of Man; and re- 
lates to him; firſt, as he was originally created 
in the Image of God; ſecondly, as he was fal- 
len from that Image; and laſtly, as he was to 
be reftored to his primitive Glory again, by the 
Blood of Chriſt : And hence it appears; that 
as the Apoſtle was only obſerving upon the 
Humiliation and Glorification of Chreft ; ſo he 
was right, in quoting the Septuagint Tranſla- 
tion, as it better accorded with his Purpoſe 
than the Hebrew, which relates to Man, as he 
was originally created in the Image of God, 


. 
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8. E. G. T. IV. 


0 7 the judicial Proceedings of Gedu pon the three 


Delinguents, viz, Adam, Eve, and 2 Serpent: 

And of the Death, that Adam, and Eve ſuf- 
fered that very Day , they tranſer ed the high 
Command enjoined them of God in Para- 


diſe. 


HEN God came to judge the Tranl- 
greſſors; notwithſtanding the whole 
Tranſaction lay open to his View; and not 
the leaſt Circumſtance could eſcape the Li ghtof 
his all- ſeeing Eye; yet he forms an exact Pro- 
ceſs; examines the ſeveral Delinquents ; and 
executes Judgment according to the Degree of 


their reſpective Crimes. And as Adam had 


forſaken his Poſt, and was become the greateſt 
Criminal, ſo he firſt calls for him to appear 


before him. — * J/ here art thou Adam? How 


comes it, that thou withdraweſt from my Pre- 
ſence. — He then "queſtions him upon the 
Point of Fact; and the Reaſons of his Revolt. 
—— Haſt thou eaten of the Tree, whereof 1 com- 
manded thee not to eat, He allows him Ex- 


culpation; or Leave to clear himſelf of the 
Charge. — Who told thee that thou wert naked. 


And, when Adam had transfer d the Fault 
upon 


— — — 


* * Gen. iii. 9, 10, 11. See. 
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. 
upon Eve, he interrogates the Woman upon 
the Grounds of her Husband's Accuſation — 
Noman] What is this, that thou haſt done. 
Eve, aſtounded under the Weight of this hea- 


vy Accuſation, immediately ſhifts the Guilt up- 


on the Serpent. — * The Serpent deceived me, and 
I did eat: And here the whole Proceſs reſts. 
Now as their Maker was thus particular itt 
diſcovering the Crime of each Offender ; ſo is 
he equally juſtin giving Judgment; and equally 
exact in oh poor, the Puniſhment to the 
Greatneſs of the Crime each Offender was guil- 
ty of; as will appear from the Argument of 
the following Propoſi tion. 
Prop. I. That the Puniſhments inflifted upun 
the ſeveral Delinquents, for their reſpective Shares. 
of the Tranſgreſſion, were owing to the Changes 
of their Natures, which neceſſarily roſe our of 
the Cauſes of the Fall. „ 


Before the Flood, Moſes, the Promulger of 


Divine Revelation, has, in ſome Places, only 
given us well connected Hints, relating to the 
Hiſtory of the Antediluvian Tranſactions: This 
appears clear from the Hiſtoryof Enoch, whoſe 
Life Moſes has comprized in the compaſs of four 
Lines; when, conſidering his ſteady and unaffec- 
ted Piety; his firm and uncorrupt Faith; his il- 
luſtrious and unſhaken Virtues; there is little 
Reaſon to doubt, but that theuncommon Events 
of his Life, did we know them, would demand 
the Leaves of ſo many Folio-Volumes. In other 
Parts of the divine Hiſtory, we have only re- 
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| mote Concluſions, whoſe Premiſes cannot ms 
diſſcover d, but by a careful Attention to all 
the Branches of that Revelation. This ap- 
pears from the degrading Changes of Adam, 
and Eve, which only can -1 aſcertained, 
from the Puniſhment the Serpent underwent, 
upon that fatal Event. And ſometimes. a» 
gain the Conclufion is. fo far fe meg from 
the Premiſes ; that you have the latter in 
the firſt Chapter of Genefis *; while Re- 
courſe muſt be had for the former to the laſt 
of the Revelations; F as appears from the J. 


mage of God given; and again reſtored 0 
Man. 


In the firſt Section of this Appendix, we 
| have given a ſuccinct, hiſtorical Eflay, concern 
- Ing the Nature of the Serpent, that tempted Eve; 
and, in that Diſcourſe, have aſſign d him Speech 
and Reaſon, as the . his Creation: 
We ſhewed that theſe Prerogatives gave him 
an Elevation in Nature, above all the Beaſts 
of the Field, that the Lord God had made. 
Now if the Serpent was fo highly favoured of 
| his Maker, it is but reaſonable to aſk, how he 
came to be thus degraded; how he « came to 
fall from the Dignity of his N Nature, 
and ſink down into the crawling Reptile, we 
now ſee him to be, in this fallen State of Things. 
And to this I anſwer ; That he was 3 
to this State and Condition, by the juſt Judg- 
ment of God, for his Perfidy and infiduous 
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of Satan, to help forwards — 
Man, as the ferdd Records: Hearly atteſt. 

That the Serpent ſuffered great Changes 
from his ovighial-Nature, upon he Fal 1. | 


plain: And all Men, that dine Trodit t He. 2 


velation, accord with us in that Belief: And as 
he was the firſt Tranſpreffor, or at leaſt tho 
Gauſe of the iſt Dranſarefion in then, ſo 
Judgment is awarded upon him firſt : And, 
from the Natare of his Puniſhment, we idiſe 
cover how the fatal n Man ſucceeded, 
From whence I infer, e 13 ITT - 
"Prop, II. * from ; being ere 
ted i in —— 2, erior to all the Beaſts bf rb 
is Share 'of the Tranſereſion, 
pony tp flow — 185 — and thruft 


Face of the Eurit J 
If we examine the Scriptaren,in Reden 2s 4 


the Conſequenoes of the Fall, we ſhall clearly 


perceive ; that theſe ſacred Records give a Very - | 
ſuccin& Account of theſe Changes, that hap- 
for his Share of the "Drank 

greſſion * Becauſe thou baſt done this, © 
faith the Text {char is, been confederate win 
Satan in ſeducing Man) outfed art thou above 
all Cattle, and above every Beaſt of the Field: 
thou go; and Duſt ul 

thou eat all the Days of thy Life. Thus far 
extends the Paniſhment of the 
Creatare endund with Seals, . and w_ 
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given of a thorough Change 
originally was created : And the. Grounds of 
this Change manifeſtly appear to ariſe from 
his, —— with "Sake, in order to ef. 
fectuate the Tranſgreſſion For, from a Crea- 


degraded to creep dn his Belly: From Speech 


and Senſe, and ſome Degrees of Reaſon, he was 


doomed to ſound out his hoarſe Voice in re- 
peated Hiſs; all manifeſt Signs of a Change in 


his Nature. Thus far extends the Puniſh. 
ment of the Serpent, properly ſo called; and 
the Changes he yas doomed to ppan that fatal 5 


| Event, _ 
Nov the * 3 of Puniſhment has 


principle Author, that blaſted the Glory of the 


this; I will put Enmity between thee and the 
Maman; and between thy Seed and ber Seed: 
| Her Seed ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt 
Bruiſe bis Heal. This Conflict, here mention d, 
can have Relation to nothing elſe but Chrift 
and Satan; and the Victory that the former 
| as finally to obtain over the latter: And it 


Was neceſſary, that Mo ofes ſhould take Notice 
ors this great Event, in theſe covert Terms; 

-becauſe had God left the evil Spirit, as my 
Lord of Salisbury well obſerves, without Pu- 


niſhment; then Adam and Eve; and their 


tanding:" And; here, all the Intimation is 
„from what he 


ture erect in the poſture of his Walk, he is 


follows, relates to Satan, who acted in the 
derpent, contrived the Miſchief; and was the 


primitive Creation, —— Becauſe thou haſt done 
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ment of Judgm 1 have 2 to be- 
lieve: That there was, in Nature, an uncons 
troulable Principle * Evil, independent of 
God, and able to contravene his Will: But 
the Judgment, paſſed upon the wicked one, 
was a Demonſtration through all. ſucceedin $ 
Ages: That the Influence of Deity was uni- 
verſal, and extended over all created Nature: 
Sg that there can TR Appeal from the Power 
and Juſtice of that Almighty. Being, whoſe 
Wiſdom, extends oyer all his Works.. e 
I am now come to conſider the Execution 
of Judgment upon Adam, for his Share of the 
Tranſgreſſion: And tho the Fall, on all 
Hands, be acknowledged a Subject full of 
Darkneſs and Obſcurity, yet can you ſup- 
poſe, that Man kept bis Station and Dig- 
nity, . while the — was thus wofully 
degraded: As they were equal | in Guilt, and 
Confederates in Iniquity, is it not conſiſtent 
with the higheſt Reaſon, that they ſhould ſuf- 
fer an equal Puniſhment, fave. what, their re- 
| ſpective Dignities might cauſe the Nature of 

1 Puniſhment to Aker! in. Are you reſoly'd, 
from the Silence. of Revelation, pm conclude, 
that there was not the ſame Changes i in Man, 
when you viſibly. perceive the ſame Guilt and 
Iniquity, Shall not the Judge of all the Earth 
do right. Was it not then moſt. juſt, that 
Sin and Diſobedience ſhould have their due 
Puniſhment i in the greateſt, intellectual Nature, 
which was Man; as well as in the greateſt 
ſenſive Creature, which was the as The 
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Ground, and the Pains "6f- 'Chi1d-Birth,” the 
allotted Portio of Eve, were only e 
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Serpent ſuffered upon the Pull, clearly 


Firute, from the Res of Nature; that Adam 


underwent: great Alterations in his Nature Th 
that Fatal Event; and became then moſt uni 
what be * gie was, when e * th 
nage of G 

In the Fut * Book 1 diclited, that which 
the Scripture was ſilent, that, there, Reaſon was 
to be our next beſt Guide: Here, "then, as the 
gcriptute is filent, we muſt call in Reaſon th 
our Aſfiſtance; and endeavour to know of Rea. 
Jon, what we may reaſonably ſuppoſe of Adam, 
after the Serpent had been thus wofully de- 
graded upon the Fall? Was Man, think you, to 
Preſetve 18 Primitive Natute? Is this reaſona - 
ble, — He was as deep in Guilt; and conſe- 
quently, being ſo much higher in Nature; 


eſpecially when the Crimes were mutual. 


Is it not hich agreeable to the higheſt Reaſon, 
that Man, for his Share of the 


anſg 9 7 3 
mould link, as much betow his high tate and 
"Dignity, as 5 the Serpent was s degraded from 


bs 
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his Fall ought to keep pace with his Dignity, 
according to the eternal Rules of right Nen 
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his Primitive 2 We and conſe et 
ly; is it not reafonable to judge, that this 
in Alan's Circumſtances, did atually wk 
Place at this fatal Pertod, © 
And thus it appears from Rikidn + "Thar, 
Adam, from being Lord of the Creation ; 
2 $f intellectual] Creature Ander Tea 

changed his Nature; and ſunk down ache 
upon a Level with the Beaſts that perlth. ft 
was upon this fatal Event, that the one 
Gbd withdrew from Adam extin _—_ 
Glory and Immortatity; and Teft his 
Nature, naked und defencelefs: Before oo 
tal Period, the Body of Adam Was tandinods; 


his Natute renal, nd the Man the Image 
of God. vg from be Fa Fa 
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Nature was ehbironet wit! & x BN EL earn 
Cruſt, whetice it became ſenſſtive, 
ſubje& to inordmate Paffichs; His 54 6 0 
and contracted iti Ns Views; and dis Wee 
Nature greatly debafed, from whit & originally 
Was treated, 
From theft Changes, it vie /yppeats, nat 
our firſt Parents Were ſübject to the various Im- 
preflions of the Ait, and the Alterations of the 
Seaſons; and therefore it is faid , That the Lor 
God charted them with Coats, to preſerve theih 


from theſe Tnetemiehcies, that they thei firſt de- 


gan to feel In Natute: And te 18 4 plain Indi 
cation of theit Guilt and Cha e: ES had theſe 
Coverings of our Nakedneſs, cell 

our Bodies, from the Begining, no 5 
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but the Almighty would-have n thoſe 
Robes, as Appendages to our Nature; but we 
And nothing like it: His Innocence was z 
Fence againſt all the Inlets to Shame; and 
therefore they were naked and not aſhamed *, . 
But, after the Fall, they were aſhamed of 
their Nakedneſs, and become ſuch Monſters in 
Nature, that they could not endure to look on 
each other: : Fart therefore they ſewed Fi ig- 
Leaves together, as a Cover for each others 
Nakedneſs: Do not theſe Circumſtances plain- 
Iy diſcover a manifeſt Change in their Na- 
tures; and does not this Chang e evidently, ex- 
tend as well to the Diſplay of ei Intellectuals, 
as the Exerciſe of their corporeal Powers. 
But here I foreſee an Objection of ſome 
Weight and Conſequence! What may ſome 
fay ? Where is your Proofs out of Scripture, 
for this Alteration of Adam's State and Condi- 
tion from his primitive Dignity. — To. this I 
*Anſwer ; Firſt, That the Juſtice of God is a 
_ tufficient Warrant, for handling the Subject, 
as I have done. But, Secondly, The Changes, 
which the Scripture aſſures us, we are to pals 
through, before we can enjoy immortal Bliß 
.and Happineſs, plainly demonſtrate; that there 
was a Changein our Nature upon the F all : and 
this Change of our vile Bodies, we are ſtill 
to undergo, Revelation tells us, will give us 
Prerogatives greatly ſuperior to Angels, and the 
moſt favourite Creatures of God; as appears, 
from that Image of God reſtored to the two 
— | 
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prop lets af che Old Teſtament; and of which 
[ — copiouſly enlarged upon, in the pre- 
ceeding Supplement, where we obſerve: That 
the Glory of this Image ſhone ſo bright and 


dazling, in both theſe Individuals, that an A- 


poſtle was induced to fall down at their Feet 
to pay divine Adoration; from which he only 
was prevented, by the Interdiction of the diride, 
Meſſengers themſelves. 

This is Matter of Fact: And all of G 
tainty, that we want further to know, is, what 
Degrees of Change affected Adam upon that - 
fatal Event: And this Point we ſhall chuſe to 
regulate by the circumſtantial Changes, that 
happened to the Serpent: For the Degrees of 
1 — in both thoſe Offenders, muſt be in 
Proportion tothe Degrees of Guilt, ariſing from 
the Greatneſs of their reſpective Offences : : And 
as both Man and the Serpent were confederate. 
in the ſame depraved Action, ſo I think it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that they were equal Sharers 
in Guilt; and conſequentiy ought to be ſo in 
Puniſhment, fave, how far the reſpective Dig- 
nities of their Natures might cauſe a Variation 
in that Puniſhment. | 

Now. had not theſe Delinquents combined] 
together; the one to deceive; the other to be 
deceived, the Temptation itſelf could never 
have taken effect: And, upon theſe Grounds, 
| humbly conceive it is, that Job, in ſupport of 
God's Sovereignty over all created Nature (and 
to dere the Notion | of. an eternal (elf exiſtent 

FHncipla gf of Evil, Ae in thoſe early Times, 
| ; began 


| = other rational Creatures; the ſame Auam was, 


(66) 
ger to Fol Advocktes' in the World) ex- 
prefaly tells us: That with bim, that is God, 
are the Deterver and the Dereiveu, that i 
Adam, and the Serpent, which dee 
difcovers: That neither of theſe Deliaquett 
were ſo Great in the Scale of Nature, but that 
God bad them whats work and could con. 
troul their aſpiring "Wt 

Thus, from a (ws Braminstion of al 
Circumſtances, we clear demonſtrate, that 
what the Serpent was, in Relatien to al 


in refpe& of all other intellectual Nature 
And as the Serpent, for his Share of the Trin 
greflion, was thanifeſtly degraded, from the 
Station He beld in the Scale of Nature, beneath 
all ſenſitive Animals; ſo it is moſt reaſonable 
to believe, that Man, from being Lord of the 
Creation, and Supreme of all other intellectual 
Beings, funk down into this Vale of Miſery; 
and took Poſſeſfion of the Place (tho' not of 
the Nature) vacated by the Serpent: And this 
appears the more reaſonable, from what we 
have ſaid above in the 67thPage, where wehare 
thruſt the Serpe 
and ſet Man as he now is (altho clear of Gail 
and Crime) in his Place; whence he make 
jaſt the ſame Figure; and fpeaks much in the 
ſame Character, that Mes repreſents the Ser- 
pent to have done, while he held that /primi- 
tive Place of his Creation. And thus we loſt 
what we originally were, and came down to 
be, . we now are in this fallen State of Na- 
2 tute; 


3 { (.109) 4 
tare; and thus Man — the Serpent changed 
their reſpective, original Dignitiesz and he- 
came infinitely more vile upon the Fall: 
From all which I deduce the following Pra- 
poſition. 


* 


PRor. IV. Tbatthe degrading Changes of Man 
are further demonſtrated from Experience, O- 
ſervation, and Matter of Fact; all draum from 
Things, as they aſfect bim, in this fallen State of 
Nature, | i787 -r 07 £0 153 

But I ſhall not reſt the Defence of theſe 
Changes ſolely upon the Truths of Revelation, 
but proceed one Step farther, and examine what 
there is in Nature, that countenances this Ac- 
count: And if Mes and Nature perfectly 
coincide; and there be ſtrong and vifible Pre- 
ſumptions, in the various Arrangements of 
Creatures, to ſecond Revelatian ; then theſe 
Evidences are a Confirmation of the Fact ; and 
ſufficient to induce every reaſonable Man to ber 
lieve, that divers Claſſes of Creatures have gc- 
tually changed their Places, and been degraded 
from their primitive Dignity. © 

It is true, as I obſerved above, that moſt of 
the Writers, who handle the Subject of the 
Fall, treat the Serpent as a Brute-Animal, when 
it is evident, from his Hiſtory, that his baſtial 
Nature commenced from the Fall, and was 3 
Conſequence of that fatal Event ; And I que- 
ſtion not-but that, before this Period, he was 
governed by Principles greatly ſuperior to any 
Tribe of Animals, ſubje& to beſtial Inſtinct: 
For we have great Reaſon to believe, i ; 


* 
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the primitive State of Nature, there were dl. 


vers Claſſes of Creatures, all rifing . above the 
Serpent, in the ſame gradual Progreflions, up 
to the higheſt, intellectual, created Being, 
Which was Man, that they, at preſent, make 
from inanimate Matter, till they link with 
him, as he now is in this fallen State of Nature: 
But the Misfortune of all is, that the preſent 
narrow State of our fallen Faculties, will not 
ſuffer us to make a right Judgment of their 
different Exiſtence, We 
Now, becauſe, in the preſent State of Na. 
ture, we diſcover no vifible Species of rational 
or intellectual Creatures between us and Brutes; 
and betwixt Man and Angels, ſhall we there- 
fore peremptorily conclude, that there neither 
ever was, nor can be ſuch different Species: 
Again, have we not the higheſt Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that there either originally were ſuch; or 
_ elſe, that the Chain of Nature, and the vari- 
ous Claſſes of Creatures, that compoſed its 
many Links, muſt have been extremely de- 
fective in that primitive State of Things: Fot, 
upon a thorough Reflection, tho' we evidently 
perceive, that the various Claſſes of Creatures 
beneath Man, down to the loweſt Reptile; and 


ſo on to inanimate Matter, are ſo crouded up- 


on each other, that you can ſcarce diſtinguiſh 
their ſeveral Gradations or viſible Aſcents ; yet, 
once you are got above Man, the Chaſm is fo 
glaringly viſible, for want of divers Claſſes, to 
fill up the void Spaces that nothing can more 


_ manifeſtly ſhew the Diſtortions of m__ 
Wh 5 om 


fre 


from her primitive Rectitude; and 
monious Connexion the Philoſophers have la- 
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boured to make out, but in vain. 1 
For I demand of thoſe Philoſophers, who 


fay, that the Rectitude of Nature is abſolutely 


perfect, to tell us, where the next Arrange- 
ment of Creatures immediately above Man 14 


gins, in the aſcending Scale of Nature? Was | 


this vaſt Chaſm, think you, we viſibly perceive 
betwixt Man and Angels, left a Pathleſs void, 
according to the original Plan of Creation. -Tf 
there was ſuch a Creature as Man is now, in 
the primitive State of Nature, was there no 
Links of the Chain above him to tie the intel- 
jectual Claſſes of Creatures into one Syſtem, 
that the Gradations might be regular; the 
Aſcents harmonious ; and the ſeveral Arrange- 
ments appear confiſtent in their Advancement, 
above, as well as beneath him; according to 
the Reaſons of Nature: Is it not rather glar- 
ingly viſible, from divers Obſervations, that 


the Harmony of Deſign is deſtroy'd, and ſeve- 


ral Links in the aſcending Chain of Nature 
miſplaced: For it is highly reafonable to be- 
lieve, that the ſeveral Arrangemenrs of Crea-. 
tures, in that primitive State of Things, aroſe 


in the ſame gradual Proportions, and imme- 


diate, imperceptable Removes, from Man, each 


above other, up to the Angels, that we now 
perceive them to make in their Progreſs; from 


the loweſt Reptile up to this lordly Creature. 


For, whereas, we perceive Man, a rational 


Creature, endued with Figure, Motion, and 


whoſe hats 


Fg 
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Vader theſe irgumaſtances, to maintain the 
Geadations upward regular, there ought, im. 
mediately above him, to emerge out of Na- 
tute a Claſs of Creatures, endued with all the 
aforeſaid Properties, but more refined in their 
Natutes: Next to theſe, there aught to ſubſiſt 
another Claſs, higher in then IntelleRals but 
corpareal in their Bodics, tho! of a more de- 
licate Make and Texture : Above them again 
ougght ta advance a third Order, that thou 
be audible and viſible, but not tangible by us; 
Superior 10 all theſe, there ought to ariſe z 
fourth Claſs, that might be audible, or whoſe 
gie we might hear, but peither {ce nor feel 
the aerial Vehicle, in which their Spiritual 


Nature was involved: And ſo the py, ought. 


to be carried 21. Bom hall the intermediate 
any of oy rch-Angels, and . Chery 
buns, up to t nigbelt Seraphim: 1 ſay it þ 
reaſonable to. believe, that a Scheme like this 
was the primitive Order of Nature; And abays 
2 der ſtood Man the Principal of all. But 
all broke all theſe glorious Meaſures, and 
. Confuſion, Diſorder, and Death 
into the World, unknown till his Revolt; from 
' whence enſued. Evil both Natural and Moral. 
Thus Was the primitive World conducted ; 
and 2 divine Harmony ran through, and aan 
mated all its Parts. 
But to proceed: Tho! it clearly a appears, 
5 ſome, that Alam and Eve broke the origi- 


Para- 


gculiar Shape, viſible, audible, and esl 
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InjunRias ; boch tranſgreſſed the Loy of 
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Paradiſe in eating of the accurſed Fruit; yeti, 7 
lay they, it does not appear, that they both. _ 
died the Death, and underwent, the Penalty . - = 
peremptorily pronounced by Almighty God I; * 
theſe Words. — In the Day thou eateft theres. 
of, thou ſhalt 175 die. I hal therefore pro- 
ceed to ſpeak of the Effects, that followed. 
theſe Changes in out firſt Parents, Which was 
Death; and examine. what kind of Death. 
was, that Adam ſuffered for the Breach of the ET 
Original Command, enjoined him of God in 
Paradiſe: For if the Sweat of Adam's. Brow,, 
the Curſe of the Ground, and the Thiſtles and 
Thorns that were to encumber the Soil, toge- 
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ther with Eve's Child-Birth Pains, were the, 

only Puniſhments allotted to our firſt Parents, 

for their reſpective Shares of the Tranſgreſſion; 

what then becomes of the threatened Death, 

Man was aſſüredly to ſuffer that very Day, he 
ſhould preſume to tranſgreſs the high Coms 
mand given him in Paradiſe. Obſerve, I pray. 
you, the abſolute Force of the peremptory. 
Decree.” In the Day thou eateſt thereof, thaw. 
Halt ſurely die T. — You, ſee, . here, the 
Time of Judgment js limited: And the Exe. 
cution of Sentence perem torily fixed to the 
very Day of the Tranſgreſſion: Will God now. 
falfify his Word? Will the Eternal Being ceaſe 

to be juſt! Yea, let God be true, but every 
Man a Liar, that queſtions the Veracity of the 
divine Decrees. . | | 
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That Man died the very Day he cat, is 
mot certain: And it would have been a Breach 
of the eternal Law of Nature, . had. God not 
allotted, to this greateſt of all Delinquents, 1 
Man, a Puniſhment adequate to the Degrees 
dl his Guilt: From whence I deduce, _ 
_ . Poz. V. That. both Adam and Eve ditf 
the Death in Paradiſe, that very Day, they 
eat the forbidden Fruit, according to the 2 
Declaration of God to Adam. In that Day 
thou eateſt thereof; thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
I know ſome Commentators ſay; that Man 
by the Fall, only became Mortal, and did 
not ſuffer the Penalty of Death, till many 
hundred Years after; but the Words of the 
Text are expreſs: And, therefore, without 
all Queſtion, Judgment was awarded, and the 
Execution of the Sentence took Place, that ve. 
Day he tranſgreſſed the high Command of 
/ . 
There are divers Kinds of Death mentioned 
in Scripture, that generally ſignify ſome great 
Change in our Nature. Sometimes Death is 
called a Sleep &, ſince we are ſure to riſe again 
In other Places it ſignifies to be overwhelm d 
in Wickedneſs and Sin: And in this Senſe it 
is oppoſed to our living in Righteouſneſs, and 
true Holineſs, + And you hath be quickened, who- 
were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin. And, laſtly, 
it ſometimes ſignifies that great Change, 
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brought upon the 


ther with him in the fallen Humane Nature 
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whole Humane Nature;! " a 
the Tranſgreſſion of Adam : And, in this SI + _ 


of the Word, we ate all dead: For fo the 


poſtle alludes, where he faith, Bur if a 
have been planted together with Chriſt, in'thb 
Likeneſs of his Death (that is, Partakers toge- 


of Adam) we fhall alſo, in the Glories of bis. 
Reſurrection. Here Death properly ſignifies 
that great Change, the Humane Nature fufs. 
fered, upon the Fall; and our being born in 
this Vale of Miſery, as a Conſequence of that 
Event: For we thus judge, faith the fame As 
poſtle, that if one Man died, that is Adam, then 
were all dead (as deriving from him 
to this fallen Courſe of Nature. & | 
Thus it appears, that Adam dieT*'in Fact, 
and we in him: For this Change was moſt 
properly called a Death, as we all loſt the im- 
mortal Spirit of God, that was to keep 'the 


Principles of our primitive Nature ſteady ; and 


render the Body, as well as Soul, Immortal. 
By this fatal Lapſe, Adam was deprived of 
the Life of God; of the Glory of his Image; 
and the Principle of the Divine Nature. For 
as his Soul had Life in itſelf, and animated his 
corporeal Nature; ſo the immortal Spirit of 
God, given him in his Creation, was to be the 
Support of that ever during Union, which 
was to ſubſiſt between the Fleſh and the Soul. 
The Soul and Body, therefore, neceſſarily came 
into a Condition of Separation, once the ih 
DIL ILY, I 2  ___ mortal 
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mortal Spirit was withdrawn; and no longer H 
ſupported their Union. This Loſs of the Im- ry 
mortal Spirit was the Death of Adam, and da 
moſt fatal to his Peace, as he not only loſt the hi 
nobleſt and higheſt Part of himſelf, but as it of 
ſubjected the whole Humane Nature to thoſe We 

Storms and. Tempeſts of the Paſſions, that 
he had no Experience of before that fatal Mo. MW T. 
ment. This holy immortal Spirit being gone, MW A. 
left Adam a more lifeleſs Lump, compared WM 2 
with what he was, than natural Death does, fre 
when it ſevers the intellectual Powers of Man G0 
from his Syſtem of corporeal Nature: Thus mi 
Adam ſank down into a ſenſitive Nature; and, W Pc 
from contemplating God, Angels, and all the int 
Hoſt of Heaven, he became ſo debaſed, car- MW De 
nal, and earthly in his Affections, that he MW Sta 
could only fix his Thoughts upon material MW ly 
Objects. . E > 74 un 
HBeſides the Devil is ſaid, by our * Saviour, MW vu 
to be a Murderer from the Beginning: Now Bo 
it is impoſſible to conceive, how there could be bet 
a Murder without Death, or a Death without Pri 
a proper Change, to bring about that Phœno- hac 
menon. The Devil, therefore, ſlew our firſt of 
Parents in Paradiſe, and thereby committed the 
the firſt Murder; whereby he was moſt pro- ner 
perly ſtiled a Murderer from the Beginning: W mo 
The Medium he employed to bring about this the 
Change, was the Temptation of Eve; and !y - 
the Conſequence of that Temptation, proved - 
eck 


_ the Loſs of the Immortal Spirit of God. 


Hence 
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Hence ſprung out Death; our Woe; and eve⸗ 


ry vitious Principle, that lurks in Man. 4- 


dam ſoon perceived the Change; ſoon found 


himſelf diveſted of all theſe iſluſtrious Robes 


of Innocence, Glory and Immortality, that 


were the Ornaments of his firſt Creation. 
From all we have faid, it clearly appears; 


That there were three Kinds of Death, that 


Adam was ſubject to from the Fall: F irſt, To 
a Death of his primitive Nature in Paradiſe, 


from the Receſſion of the Immortal Spirit of 
God. This was the Death threaten'd by Al- 


mighty God, and executed that very Day the 
Penalty was incurr'd, whereby he ſunk down 
into this Vale of Miſery. Secondly, To the 
Death of Nature, as it relates to this fallen 
State of Things. This Change is moſt proper- 
ly called the Debt of Nature, and is a moſt 
unnatural Thing: For what Throbbings, Con- 


vulſions and Struggles do not often invade the 
Body; do not frequently affect the Soul, 


before this intimate Union, between theſe two 
Principles, can be broken and diffolved. Now 
had Death been the original Appurtenance 
of our Being, and the primitive Order of Man, 

then, it neceſſarily follows, that this Monſter 
never could have created thoſe inteſtine Com- 
motions, we ſenfibly perceive to affect us, upon 
the going out of Life: For then we bad calm 
ly ſubmitted to the fatal Stroke, as the Law 
of our Being; and the Diſſolution had been 
effected, in the ſame manner, as we now go 
to Sleep, without the leaft Violence either on 
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the Part of the Soul, or in Behalf of the 
FR Laftly : We were ſubje& to eternal Death, 
Which was a Conſequence of the former: For 
according to the eternal Reaſon of Things, 
the Body, upon a Separation of the conſtituent 
Principles of our Nature, muſt neceſſarily have 
mouldered into Duſt; and that Duſt eternally 
mingled with our connatural Clay, without any 
poſſibility of being again collected into one Bo- 
dy; or that Body united to the Soul, had not 
our Saviour aſſumed our Nature, died in that Na- 
ture, and roſe from the Dead, to give Life and 
Salvation to all the World: For as he died 
for every Creature; ſo he was the Firſt-Born 
of every Creature ; and became the firſt Fruits 
from the Dead, for every Mortal under the 
Cape of Heaven, as will more amply appear, 
when we come to treat of the great Myſtery of 
Man's Redemption, by the Blood of Chriſt. 
Upon the whole: I am ſurprized how this 
Change of Adam, upon the Fall, came not 
to be taken Notice of before, ſeeing it is ſo 
reaſonable a Suppoſition ; and ſo naturally falls 
in with the Changes of the Serpent; But the 
great Misfortune of all, is, that thoſe Things, 
that are moſt natural to our Conceptions, and 
eaſieſt fall in with our Reflections, are fre- 
quently beneath our Notice; and often furs 
eſt from our Thoughts. 
The Circulation of the Blood remained 4 
Secret, from the Foundation of the World, to 
near the middle of the laſt Age; and, but for 
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| to convince him, that this Fluid was returned 
from the Extremities of the Body, by the 


This is the Fact: This Explanation of the 
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our Countryman, Dr. Hervey, who, at that 
Time exerted an uncommon Genius, might 
have continued fo, for Ages to come: And 
yet there are ſo many. viſible Reaſons, in fas 
your of that Phenomenon, that it is ſurpriſing 
our Anceſtors did not ſtumble upon it lon 
before: Nor could any thing elſe but Men's 
Inattention to the Laws of Nature, as con- 
ducted in the OEconomy of a humane Ante 
mal, have prevented its Diſcovery: For every 
time a Man was let Blood, the Surgeon, that 
bound up his Arm, had a viſible EASIER 


Fr 


Veins, to the Heart, from the ſwelling of theſe 
Veins beneath the Ligature: And from hence 
it was eaſy to conceive, that then the Blood 
muſt neceſſarily be driven from the Heart, a- 
gain by a Courſe of Veſſels diſtin& from thoſe: 
that brought it thither, that-is, the Arteries. 


Blood's Motion, both Experiments ſupport; 
and Obſervations confirm : And yet not any 
Man's Reflections, before the learned Hervey, 
ever reached ſo far, as to make the Diſcavery, 
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Y tbe Moral 7 anſactiom, that accompanied 


that followed; and were the Conſequences of 
_ the generating Cauſes of Original Sin. 


1 * H Us. died this illuſtrious Pair; to fo 
a late the Glory of all created N 8 
> ih cer while the Glory of that Glory 


Both accompliſhed in all' the PeifeQiony « of | 
ty: that Heaven and Eatth could confer 


upon them. 


Adam, before this fatal Event, could ſtand | 


in the Preſence of the Divine Majeſty, fix his 


Eyes upon the Brightneſs of his Glory; and 


view the Immortal God, that made bim, Face 
to Face, But now, alas! - Duantum mu- 
tatus « ab illax. How changed from what he 


4 


Was. He ſtarts at the leaſt” Breath of Air, 


trembles at the ruſtling of the Leayes; and Is 


| terrified at every Obſect he meets Nay, he 
flies his beſt Benefactor, ſculks behind the 


Trees and ſeeks to the Shade, to hide him from 
the Eye of his all-ſeeing God? — What a 
fad Proof this of his Change? — How is the 

| Mighty fallen, and his Glory laid in the Duſt. 

Oh, Adam thou Firſt-born of Nature 


5 nd +4 AO rm 
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whom thy M iter formed by the Mi gary > 


1 


2. 


8 F 8 


| * S 


bis Power, rightlier called 8on of Heaven and 


Bleſſed above? How haſt thou diſturbd thẽ 


„„er 


Seed ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head; which then 


(121) 


: How art thou plunged into an AbAH 


of Woe and Miſery, ſeduced by that falled 
Cherub, now no more „ amongſt the 


Bliſs and Peace of Mortals; and into Nature 
brought Sin, and Crime, and Death, unnamed 

till thy Revolt: But both you ſhall know; an 
that Arch-Fiend, Rebel to all Goodneſs, he ſhall 
know: That the Will, and Wiſdom of Heavens 

high King are ſuperior to all your NMiachinati- 
ons: For the Time ſhall come; and is eſtabliſn- 
ed in the Courſe of Nature, * When the Woman's © 


came to paſs, and was fully made good to 
Man, when Chrift our Saviour ſuffered in th 
Fleſh, conquered Death, and again a 5 
the Gate of Paradiſe to all Believers. 

By the generating Cauſes of Original Sin, 1 | 
Raub. the explicite and implicite Cauſes 
of that fatal Event, as explained in the fifth = 
and ſixth Sections of the Second Book. 
the moral Tranſactions, that : % 


' theſe Cauſes, 1 conceive the different, morak 


Circumſtances of the ſeveral Agents concerned, 


in bringing about the Tranſgreſſion: And, 5 


therefore, the Morality of this Addon muſt be 
Fe into the moral Fitneſs of the ſeveral 
Agents to produce it. — Now it clearly 


ap- 
Re from the Contents of the fitſt Book ⸗ 
at no Creature in the Univerſe was a Match 


for Ade, except that t Cherub Lt * 
nr 
| 7 5 825 = Pa = 


—_— „ 


— 


(rs) 
bor durſt he attack him openly, and upon the 
Square. He, that durſt wage FE open 55 in 
Heaven, with Heaven's high King; o poſe the 
mighty God of Battle, and ſtand the Shock of 
3 of contending Angels, yet durſt not 
; encounter Adam: This appears clear, 
both the ſacred Text, and the Circura- 
ſtances of the Fall: And, therefore, the en- 
venomed Arrow, that gave Man, in Paradiſe, 
bis Death's' Wound, was ſhot from a Covert, 
| = Satan firſt veils himſelf in the Serpent; 
and under that ſpecious Diſguiſe diſplays all 
his artful Skill and ſubtile Inſinuations upon 
' Eve; and having conquered the Woman, left 
the Event to be decided by theſe two ; and in 
| which Conteſt the Woman prevailed. © 
This is the plain Narration of a Fact, the 
Truth of which is atteſted, by both Nature and 
Scripture. ' By Nature, as we perceive Sin and 
Evil, in the World. 'By Scripture, as it in- 
forms us how: Sin and Evil, and their Conſe- 
Death, firſt entered into the World: 
And it is plain, from the Greatneſs of Adam ; 
the Freedom ef his Will; and the Prerogatives 
af his Nature, that God himſelf could not 
further interpoſe in the Temptation, conſiſtent 
with his moral Character, ſince he had ven 
to hien both underſtanding to know the Ene- 
my; Wiſdom to diſcover the Extent of the 
Eaw ; and a Revelation containing the Pe- 
nalty, which was Death, in caſe of a Breach: 


From whenee I deduce the _— Propo- 


— 
——— — c »» „1 — 


Pros. 4 


| Things, 


(m3). 
Prop, I. T, bat all the moral aer 
attending the Fall of Man, were 


the eternal Reaſon. ang 2 Fiat of £4 

Now, in oppoſition to the Force of this Pro- 
poſition, there are divers bold Wits, that, in 
this licentious Age, impeach the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God ; and ſnarl at the Providence 
of the Almighty, for 1 Adam to fall. 
Theſe Gentlemen peremptorily aſk, why Gad 
created our firſt Parents at all, knowing they 
would depart from their primitive Re&i 
and abuſe the Freedom of their Nature? Why, 
ſay they, did he permit Eve to be tempted ' 
Adam to fall; if — aforehand, was apprized 
of the fatal Conſequences, to which, this ne- 
farious Act would expoſe both them and all 


their tainted — If God, did know - 


that Adam would fall, why did he create him? 
If he did not foreſee the Conſequences, how 
can he be Omnipotent! — Behold, with what 
bold and audacious Sentiments, the Infidels of 
our Times oppoſe. the divine Government of 
God in the World, and labour to unhinge the 
Conſtitution of Nature. — To all which give 
me leave to anſwer : 'That the very: Queſtions 
propoſed, lead us into a ? Controverſy relat- 
ing to the moſt deep and hidden Things of 
God; viz. The Reaſons of Providence, and 

the Cauſes of the divine Agency; not to a 
Knowledze of the Reaſons of Nature, andthe 


moral Fitneſs of Things, . were the To- 
* — 


( 124. )- 
picks that In fidels declared they would fea 
oy. adhere to. | 
I I will, here, with the: Reer Live, ex- 
| Hibit to view the firſt Riſe and Grounds of 
this Controverſy. — The Infidels in divers 


Reafon, why they rejected Revelation,” Was, 
becauſe it did not correſpond with the Rea- 


moral Fitneſsof Things: The Gentlemen, in 
Defence of the ſacred Volumes, declared, that 
they were ready, not only to prove, that Reve- 

lation was founded in the Reaſon and Nature 
of Things; but that all the Dealings of God 
with Man, from the Creation of Adam to the 


n the ſame eternal Principles. 

But what was the Reſult of theſe Concef- 
Lions? Why! as ſoon as the Infidels perceived 
themſelves like to be worſted, andunable any 
longer to ſupport their rotten Cauſe; they im- 
mediately ſhifted the Controverſy, and changed 
the State of the - Queſtion: From a Debate 
concerning the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
and their Connexion with Revelation, to ano- 
ther of a moſt high and hidden Nature, re- 
lating to the Reaſons of Providence; and the 
moral Cauſes of the divine Agency, as theſe 
ns relate to the Creation, - Fall, and 
Redemption of Man. Now Infidels very well 
knew, that the Nature and Reaſons of Provi- 
dence were Subjects 


Darkaeſs ; Points, that no Believer would pre- 


ſume 


of their Writings declared, that the only 


ons of Nature; nor was conſiſtent with the 


Conſummation of all Things, were founded 


ſurrounded with thick 


4 


d 


always ſure to find a ſafe Sanctuary, * a 


r T . r 


before the Creation; and there view all the 


mighty, to raiſe them into Being; then he; 


( uh ) = 
ſume to enter upon; and, therefore, theſe Gen. 
tlemen, under their frequent, Defeats, were 


Change of the Queſtion, 
But, to come cloſer to the Subject in Hand. 
let us examine the Qualifications neceſſary in a 
Gentleman, that would preſume to diſcuſs 
Queſtions of this: high Nature. A Perſon 
that will take upon him to judge of the — 
ſons of Providence, and the Grounds of their 
moral Fitneſs, ought to have a moſt .compre-, 
henfive View: His Capacity muſt reach 
through the whole Extent of Being; and his 
Knowledge pervade all the Relations; Cauſes, 
Effects and Conſequences of Things, 3 
the compaſs of Nature. He muſt — only be, 
able, toſtretch his Thoughts back into infinite 
Space; but graſp at a Period numberleſs A 


Reaſons of Action in God, as they relate to 
Things long before they bad an Exiſtence: 
And when he has ſurvey'd the vaſt Immenſitix 
of the divine Mind, contemplated the ſurpri- 
ſing Scenes of Things in . future Birt n, 
and obſerved the Motives that induced the 


muſt keep Pace with the Cours of. Time, 
come forward to the Period of Creation, {ee 
the Reaſons of Nature, know the Grounds, 
upon which the moral Fitneſs: of all 
ſubſiſt, and diſcover, the Principles on which, 
they are founded: And, after he has ſurmounted; 
theſe immenſe Difficulties, he muſt proceed he, j 


LI 


perfectly 


(180) 


and be preſent with the Son, while he exert 
his Power and Wiſdom to effeQuate the Crea- 
tions; obſerve the Juſtice of the Proceſs; the 


regula Dependance of all the Parts; their fym- 


metry, Laws, geomettical Proportions, and their 
moral, as well as natural, Fitneſs to compleat 
a riſing World: Nor muſt he ſtop here, but 
view on through all paſt Ages, down to the 
preſent Times: And to render him ſtil} more 


able, to make a true and adequate Judgment 
ol the divine Diſpenſations, he — to lift up 


his Thoughts, to ſurvey the immenſe ſpace of 
Time, that is yet to come; and accompany 
the vaſt Profound of Nature, through all fu- 
ture Ages, till he arrives at the Confummation 
of all Things: That by his profound Sagacity, 
He may ſee, that the laſt Judgment upon Man; 
ſquares with the moral Reaſons of 
Providence 1 in his firſt Creation, | 
Thus qualified ought a Man to be, before ho | 
preſumes to cenſure the Works of God, or 
find Fault with the OEconomy of the Al- 


mighty, in his Government of the World: 


For theſe Gentlemen ought ever to remem- 
der: That it is one thing to comprehend the 
Nature of Things, and the Reaſons of their 
moral Fitneſs; and another to diſcover the 


Reaſons of Providence, and the Grounds of 


che divine Agency. The former, as they re- 
Man and Nature, are often within the 
Compaſs of our Comprehenſion; but the Rea 


ſons of the divine Diſpenſations infinitely tranſ⸗ 
| oend the reach of Mans Intellectuals to 


ea rch 


fearch out : Now 9 theſe Di 
far removed above the Reach of our N ature. t6- 
comprehend ; then who is he, that pteſumes 
to fathom the Depths of the Riches of the 
Wiſdom and Knowledge of God]; if any thete 
be; to whom the Lord hath imparted the Se 
crets of his Councils, let him ſtand forth, 
that we may view the mighty Manz But, 
alaſs! his Judgments are like the great Abyss! 
What canſt thou know: His Ways like the 
UE Sea, which thou can'ſt uot ſearch out? 
nd if theſe Points. be ſo far removed 
Par 8 8 0 of rr Faeulties; then they 
become Queſtions highly improper for 
Mortal to to preſume — aſk: wm obo 2 
find out the Almighty to Perfection? Were 1 
able to return a true and ſolid Anſwer to that 
impious Queſtion, ſo often in the Mouths of 
Infidels, viz Why did God create Man, knows 
ing he would fall '? Then Lſhould be able to 
find out the Almighty to Perfection: Then 1 
ſhould not only be like God, but as God, in 
the higheſt Senſe of the Words, knowing 
Good and Evil; that is able to diſcover the 
Reaſons of his moral Providences, and the 
Grounds upon which his providential Dif- 
penſations ate founded: Then I ſhould be by 
ble to inform the World, Why an all-g 
all-wiſe, and all- mereiful God, created Nan 
and the 15 orious Attributes of his Nature, ſore- 
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_we underſtand them, if they were revealed! 


0 8121 N | 
Butz as no Man will preſume to be thus qui 
" Liked, ſo no Man is privileged to aſk neſions 
of ſo high a Nature: This was a Peice of | 
Knowledge, that the Serpent promiſed Eve, 
when he told her, that they ſhould be as Gods, 
knowing Good and Evil, that is, find out the 
Almi hey! to Perfection, and penetrate the 
Reaſons of the Foreknowledge and Decrees of 
Omnipotence: And we all know the fatal 
Effects of that Experiment. 
In ſhort, the moral Reaſons, and. F itnels of 
- ivine Agency are Points, that neither MC, 
nor the Prophets, Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, ever 
once touch upon, which induces me to be- 
-Lieve; that we neither have Faculties ſuited to 
explore theſe grand Secrets; nor perhaps could 


And, eternally to ſtrike the Infidel dumb, upon 
this Head, God himſelf ſeems to haye fenced 
theſe remote Queſtions, concerning his Fore- 
knowledge and Decrees, with a flaming Sword, 
that every way brandiſhes its double Pape, to 
keep of all-bold Intruders, that dare preſume 
to pry into the dark and hidden Secrets of his 
Providence; ſo that the Queſtions themſelves, 
to any reaſonable Man, become perfectly. ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous. + 

But, to return, tho Adam broke the origi- 
nal Compact, and ſuffered himſelf to be ſe- 
duced by a Spirit of Infidelity; yet it does 
not appear from any Text, that he entered 
into a formal Rebellion againſt God; nor did 
be ene from his Maker, as many 1 


poſs 
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poſe: Ear tavebator, appaſtatiee Ggnifes Gf «Nj 
underſtand! the Words rigbt,) not only to 
break through the Last, but they imply an 
actual Rebellion or going over to the Enemies 
Side; and knowingly to join the o 
againſt God: This did 4 both Satan' and his 
| xr and therefore are juſtly ſtiled — 4 
tates: For they entered into a formal Confe- 
deracy, united thoir Powers, and joined their 
Forces to oppoſe the living God: But not ſo 
Man: Mari, therefore, — Mercy, vrhile 
they, fori their Enmity and Malice againſt the 
moſt High, the Vengeance of ctexiial 
Miſery. However, from the Changes Man 
ſuffered upon the Fall. his carnal Paſions wed 
at variance with Reaſon 3; and his ſenſual A 


: petites combatetd the Spirit s ſo that, upon this 
* fatal Event; the whole Man was divided 4 
ed gainſt himſelf: From where I infer,  - 


Por. II. War the Changes; iaffefting Aden 
ond Eve, upan the' Fall, altered their Natures 


to infinitely for the worſe,” as well in Relation 
ne my moral, as their natural Notions of Things. 
1s If we reflect ever ſo little upon the Beha. 
es, 
b- 


our of Adam and Eve, we ſhall quickly per- 
ceive, that their very Nature —— — 
| changed, from what it was, .durin 
gi- mitive State of Perfection; for the R 
his Examination, does not only — Wo- 
bes man, but endeavours to fix the Grounds of all 
the Blame upon his Maker *. e Woman, 
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( 130 ) 
_ THOU gabeſt th be with me, 


ſhe gave 


ne rte rde did eat What à Meutfn 
Wat a Ei 


ing schere at God Almighty? 
5 8 his Maker. — The Woman whom THOU 
et to be-with'me. As if God had given this 
la Mark of his: Bounty, as a Temptation te 
Mad; or flung her in his way a0 Rur | 
Block to enſnate his Heart to Sin. 


The fame, we have obſerved of Allem and 


Eve, will nr e 
ted. Proge 
Augen of Cain, for his Brothers Blood? 
How: boldly does tlie guilty: Wretels inſult the 
Deity. God calls to him, faying = bert 
1 Abel, tby Brother? — T-#nowinor, ſays the 
Chur! — Am Iny Brother Keeper Pu Is this 
an Anſwer befiting the: Tranſgreffor to return 
to the Majeſty of er Can e attentive 


ly examine this Paſſage, and not plainly per. 


qually viſible of their rains 


ceive the; dogged Nature, the malicious Heart; 
and the vindGie: Spirit of Cain. Doubtleſs 


this Fugitive, in his Sacrifice, made no AG 
count of that religious Rite, but indiſerimi- 
nately plucked the Sheafs, as they came t6 
Hand for the Offering of his God. He ſa- 


ctiſiced, becauſe it was the Cuſtom and Faſhion 
of his Father and Family to worſhip God by 
that ſacred Rite, not as it en (gon: an awful 
Reverence of God and Religion. f 


His. Brother, Abel, we may reaſonably! pre- 


ſume, acted, in every reſpect, directly cen 
ware this wicked Carriage and: Behaviour of 
ER . — 
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For — God came to make 
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Cain. He, Without all n, ling up 
foo. . 3 


the choiceſt of his Flock,; andjudged he 
too valuable for the Altar of that God who 


had thus liberally ſu pplicd him, with, all the 
ieſſings.of, Life. Noris it any ways/repug- 
nant to che eternal Reaſon. of Things; ch 
God ſhould. make a Diſfipction amongſt, Mor- 
tals, and prefer ſome to, his Favour, for their 
Goodneſß, while he permits others to go on in 
the Circuit, of their o n Ways; and, purſue | 
the Courſe of their own wicked Imaginations; 
ſince his Grace is equally offered to Ki theSons 
of Adam, tho theſe Sons do not all equally 
makea right Uſe of that, F ayour. PO ; * 1 tan. 
From theſe, Reflections, upon the Conſe- 
quences, of, the Fall, it clearly appears :, That 
Adam, Eve and Cain, did not only fall into a 
State of Sin and Miſery, ſuch as We pefreeive 
ourſelves in at preſent; but that they ſunk in- 
finitely beneath us, in all the Powers of Soul 
and Body. This , appears: vety plain, both - 
when God came to judge thoſe Tranſgreſſors; 
as alſo, becauſe Mankind have been improving 
upon theſe little glimmerings of Reaſon, that 
were left them, upon that fatal Lapſe, ever 
ſince: And yet in the compaſs of near fix Thou 
land Years; What are the mighty Improve 
ments we have made? What great Diſcoveries 
have we; been able to extract out of the Nature 
of Things: All e can hitherto boaſt of, is ſcarce 
a Point, if compared with. the huge immenſi- 


ty of Gods Works. 
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t. hefore 1 ey this " AY there is © 
Paffage, relating to the Fall, thar I muſt 
Leave to Bury. upon. The Subject I ff 
of, relates to the Knowledge of Good and E- 
vil; and the Text referred to, would inducy 
one ti believe, that the Nea of Evil was a 
Con ce «of the Fall; and that our cl 
Parents, before that fatal Event, had, not any 
Notion of that malevolent Attribute. How- 
ever, that 28 oy Lo on pon Satisfaction. 


n 


dur 
70 8 


ne 


{ma the Jer it ſelf, according to 
Ii Tranſlation, give the Latin Ver- 
Montams's Hebrew Bible; ſubjoin ſome 
critical Remarks upon the Paſſage ; and Ya 
the prin Reader to make his Reflections 
upon the Reaſonablenefs of the Expoſition 1 
haye given. 
The Text, in our Engli 72 Bibles, reads thus, 
— A the Lord God ſaid, — Bebold the 
- Man ts become as one of us, to know Good and 
Evil — And, now, Eſt be put forth his Hand 
and take alſo of f the ree of Life, andi eat and 
ne for ever ;, Therefore, the Lord God ſent him 
T. 5 om. the Garden of Eden, to till the 
whence be was. taken. — = This is 
the 1 1 and comprehends the whole Paſſage, 
that has l divers of out ableſt Com- 
mentators. 25 
Now I take it to be little leſs than Blaſphe- 
Kew, 6 any Mortal to preſume to ſay; that 


like 
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t a Subject, I ſhall 
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fince the Fa, is become as God, or 


. ee py we Henne. 
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fatal Ever Mee de bis Naturs ;. be- 
came molt unlike God; and conſequently 
a in the. greateſt Wa to: his Na- 
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ſibla of the 
Pifficultics, that obſcured this Paſlagez that, 
in his literal Tranſlation. of the Hebrew,inta 
Latin, he has ſet down. both Texts interlineaty, 
as they correſpond with each other in both 
theſe Languages; and which gives a Turn to 
the Senſe of the Words, quite differem from 
all other Verſions I have yet met with; And 
for the Readets further Satisfaction, I will here 

nſert both the Hebrew Text and Latiꝝ * 0 
be as. Ds Wenn phe: ee Wark: 1. 
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NN fait ®. Homo Eece Deus Dominuadixit ex 
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Ve arbore de a 2 
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oy Gen. n t . 
Or vis, 2 fut, as the Septuagint renders ir, from | the 
Greek Verb vu | | 


5 (340 
But, as the e manner of readin the 
renders this ranſlation extremely intricate t 
thoſe, that are not acquainted c 
of that Lapguage; nf T halt tt: the 
Words aecordinges the Wulgäte, do Mböre mo- 
dern Latin: which will read thus, * Er 1 ; 
Dominus Deus! excr Homo 2 ſfcut unus 
ex nobis, ad ſctendum Bonum & Malum. — 7 
NUN tre forte mittat Manum ſuem, & ſumat 
ellam de Arbore Vitæ, & comedat, & wvioatin . 
calm. Et eniifit eum Dominus Dells de Horio 
Haden, ad colengar 7 erram Laie unpeus ft 
inde. * +1 143 
il This Lonte lache very Werds of the Paſſage] 
= a8 ttanſlated by Montanus from the Hebrew: 
And the Senſe of the Engliſh (as' 1 humbly 
coſtceive) in ſtriẽt Propriety of Speech; would 
moſt properly rutr thus. — + And che Lord 
God: Far Bezel be Man, that "was As one of 
u,, knowing Good: and Evil [|] 7s fallen from 
pur Nature, by tramgreſing the Command I 
gave him.] And now, Tt in this fallen State of 
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his Nature] it. he put forth his Hand, and © t 
rake of the Tree. of Life, and eat and live for t 
eber; Id in this miſerable Plight into which be a 
it fallen] Therefore, the Lord Gol ſent him forth V 
aut of the Garden-of Eden, to till the Ground | 
from wobence- he was taker „ 80⁰ 'be drove out WM *© 
tbe Man, &. b 
This, Wa appears fo cleatly to be Y 
the, Purport of this Paſſage 3 that I can- ö 
1 | not , Th 


D . Gen. M 224 23,0 


4 Corment upon the Text. 2 4 Ibid. 8 Lid, 
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| deal nding: 3. and ſhewed them; Good and Ree; 


the Senſe; And I think the ,Chaſm;cannott 
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not 1 FER conceive, What can fair! 15 
be Gb e againſt it: And, to this. gen 
agrees the. Aut ot of Ecclefaſticus, OU des 

clares ; that the Knowledge of Good and-Evit 
preceeded the Fall, and was not a CRE 
quence of. that fatal Event. Theſe; are his, 
Words * He . himſelf made: Man from. the Bes 
ginning, and left him in the Haud gf. IR: 
Council. F He led them with the K 


And thus the fame Author {peaks .concernir 
the Liberty and Freedom of Man's Nature:: 
He beth ſet Fire and Maler before:\thee. 3 
Areteb forth thy Hand unto. whether thou un 
Before Man is Life and Death; and whether. 
hin liketb- ſhall be given bim. And to this. 
Senſe alſo, my Lord of Sarum ſeems tp ace; 
cord in his excellent þ reatiſe, intitled 9 The-; 
Uſe and Intent of Propbe y j n the Jun Ayes. 
N the. World. 3 | 

The judicious Biſhop aasee is zof Opinion, 
that the Particles — And now — in the lat-:, 
ter part of; the twenty ſecond Verſe, are an 
abrupt kind of Speech, . have no Connexioh 
with' what immediately goes before, and plain- 
ly diſcovers ſomewlat wanting to e 8 


better ſupplied, than by admitting theſe addi- 
tional Words immediately after; — to how; 
Good and Evil. — I fallen from our Nature 
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confeſs 118 highly for any Man 0 
pine er bert from the ſu- 
deck Test p and therefore L encloſe etw 
two Cid cbets, thus and only itifert them as a 
Cominichtapenthe alſuge: Howeverthe vulgar” 
Traffztion pliinly'implics; that Man was be. 
cme as God after the Fall: & Beholt the Man is, 
Serben Hoh of us. + Now if Man was fike God,” 
aſter the Fill; pray tell us what he was before that 
facht Period. The Particle, now, an Adverb of. 
THe: which, in moſt Cafes, relates to the 
A Going of an Action; in this particular 
Place certinfy has reſpect to 4 Period, after 
the Fall: For God, in the former Part of the 
Verſe is obſerving, what the Dignity of Man 
was; im his rimitive State of Creation, when 
he en ed the Image of God, was formed i in 
ce L. enels and Slchilitude of the Divine Ma- 
and enriched wich the eternal Attributes 
of Wiſbom, Knowledge, and Underſtanding, 
— Behold: the Man, that was as one of 
us: But, w, ot ſince the Fall, he is 
deſpoiled of all thoſe glorious Attributes; 
ant the primitive: Ornaments of his Nature | 
quite hietted out. So that the twenty ſecond 
Vetſc möſt properly comprehends both States, ; 
vis" What Prerogatives Adam enjoy d in his 
tive State of Creation, before the Fall; 14 
and hat were the Changes he ee i 
ttt fatal Event. ak, Je Pe 
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rat age in the ſeventh Ctapter a lis Archæolog. Philof, * 
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Obſervatiohs, in 


from the 


and wal en 1 e e id, 
to find nh of 10 1 dae ace fa 109 ; 4 
into the x & Semi 50 an trivial. - 
their Expoſition ori * 
Theſe Write ers; , pt 5 that the Wordt, 
Bebold the. Man is become at one of 1,48 


Good and Evil, be not naturally: 4 8 
common, vulgar een ve "1 


them ſpoken as a 1 80 or { 
Tran 5 ſo one 1 che | 
d. a f re 


tators int Gas ces 2 mighty 5 | 
ly ridiculing fallen Mah, upon. the wh . | 
Ka: 9528 ever ur or could hap 117 We an 
Event, that ht Sin, af Mike „ and 
Death upon ee wh humane Race; and to 


redeem whom, no leſs 6 Files than the 03 8 
the Bon of God was neck 
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Ireadily qwa, that they Yords by Fo Lins 
e. Fl de dl oh wh 


in the Gord 1 ale 5 way 1 
but, in 17 Place, the very Senſe is Near 
onnexion of what fo ows :; Ant 
is againſt all the Rules, of, Reaſon, to 
that the Father of Mercies would -laug . 
Calamities of "Ris unhappy. reatures, oF vill 
cule their Afflictions, at a Lime, when nel 
was ſo much Occaſion for Pity and Comp 
fien: What ſhould we judge of a F 
whoſe and Son en receive a martal | 


Mt s DIE Draiſe 
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Wn e Fa . egen her dy 25 
_ to 1 ul natoral at, that ſh + 
il TIN Oh Ae g. ehe hes 
{| be Eitcu af 12-04 Aud it 7 fo ble to 
| Sn 


by 1555 of Natite . in” 
e Man, be fpelceded 8 che Ade. 

off bf earthly Parent, when he 

dy toy ord bg is 1 


| ce eemipricn us bo, 

_ ®Catnifenfible, that the” Pro PEO ow and 
ol 2 fetty freely "Ain hg c out, the Withy Sar ro, 
, pon the aid ble Wiekedneſs and I. 
Ir ee eus; did £1; Jab upon Baal 
Prieſts; and 7 emlab, When ke Wal hum- 
bie the erceffbe Pride of that People: But 
Gsd, that I know of, 12 7 all che Hie And 
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New Teſtament: Fane onc inks,” rom. the 
. Dibnity of his Character, to ridi icale his Crea 
tyres. ..And.it was the Advice 01 a wiſe | 455 
E| - theft Pot never to introduce God, in 4 Cailſe, 
ch, or Scene, unbecoming cb. Die ity, o 
his Divi ne Wiſdom: * Nec Deus inter; , 15 if. 
1 dignus Pindice Nodus Inciderit. Bu here vou in- | 
OE rrbgiitethe Deity, laughing at the Hibles of his 
poor Creatures, 1 8 the moſt calamitous Cir- - 


cutmſtances, it is in t ze Power of humage, Wit 
to eHEive: And ift 


18 Behaviour Was judged,. 
abſutd and immoral,” by an loneſt heathen, 
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eſteemed by 2 Chiriſtian, illuminated With the 
Spirit of « God. | 
d As it appeats, that this righteous God, 
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he would, 0555 


of Incidgrits, fend to phe ae 
. up raid fallen; Map, with the Pro. 
miſes of the cent t, under; a |-his new expe- 
rienced, Miſe But juſt; before; be that | 
jodged them, 1 lothed Man, and hid them to 
hope; now,, he ſarcaſtically ap 
with theif Pewiacquired Knowledge ?- Is it faas 
Tobable to. 4 05 ſuch Things of God Als 
mighty as thele? Is s it not much more matural 
to conclude, that the Idea of Good and Exil 
was their Vi er Knowledge before the Fall: 
1 am ſure ue, in her Anſwer to the Ses 
ent, ſect mee, as if ſhe had - ſome Nption af 
Bead, 4 as a N mee Eyil : Nen haw-cotld 
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of the 105 


© Beſides, . 
promulge 1 255 to ſe, And — ö 
him with dhe Nature of. that Law, and the 
Conſequences: chat were to "allow upon ats 
Tranſgreſſio n, VIS. The Introduction ofi matal 
and natur 1 Pal into the World: Fon God 
to do otherwiſe, would be for him to act b 2 
more arbitrary Will, than 18 uſuallx to be 
found in the Maxims of wiſe, civil Governors, 


_who 
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-who-never axetats/Firds wes 1 — 7 27 
grefſors, without firſt »pprifing them. not on 

he Penalty In ale bf oF . reach; but als 

df the! — and Extent F Law it tt 1 

Aud theſe Things they could not Know, with. 


Yall >and*the Princip les upon Which chat De. 
of Nature N ho be tl pported, 
8 ide me Leave Here; in cle cloſe of ih 
Section, to aſſure t 5 n do not af, 
cc Things, ab if 1 Wanted to be fingu- 
ny Notes of Neue Fo nothing 
4 ter gives me ſo great a Pleaſure, as when, 
bure the Happineſs'to' think ind ju pos with 
che: Generality of wiſe Men, to whoſe Senti- 
ments 1 ever pay a profound Venetation and 
'Efteem: And, if any Gentleman of ſaperiar 
bs Parts and Learning is pleaſed, in 4 decent 1 


Obſervations upon either Naturt br Scripture, 


4tibute all in my Power, not 55 
te Books already printed upon 


nt any more from going 
Per 1 chall always look upon 
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her; tb ſdew, the Fam wrong, in any of wy 


bei molt grateſully e the Favouf, 
give'op/ de Whole Scheme , | readily con- 


prels 


to the Preſs; 
edience and 
Humility, as the two Cardinal Virtues of every 
Chriftian Man; and Charity, as that. univer- 
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yy Examination of _ 6100 „Geng 
Adam, and Noah; demon/irats 
that happened ta Adam upon the Falk: from 
the afferent Words and Injunttions, f 


in theſe tus ſeparate Char lers; and from 
mam feſi Enmity that vilibly a de 
= Ihe Ph 2 
E the whole, Globe, which is a further 


mation of the Matter of Fa; vin 
Nature ig ge 18 at "cp Bat 
and Rectitude. 8 189 4 785 5F 525 
3k 2 
eee 8. 
that Nature was warped from her a 
| onſtication ; add that this Diſtortion vi 
bly appeats, from the Want of divers Claſſese 
Creatures, to fill up the vdid Spaces or Chaſt 
between Man and: Angels: In this I hall pre- 
ceed to diſcover, that this in Nati 
was a Conſequence of the Fall; and chat h 
Carriage and Behaviqur af all brotal | Animals 
to Man, 'is.2 Confirp ation- of the Matten of 
Ss Treks 13515 R421 ; $7: ub #7 
I. confel, T neter could .cndace- to ſhackle 
my 11 Wt 


ts to prevai e ec 
they wore the publick Stamp) and were "the - 
#aſbionable Sentiments of the xc Age v we live in. 
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always laboured to think freely ; nd i to get 5 


I 
ſuch a reed Infight into Nature and her = 
F ble- me to judge, whether hi. 
: 14 was any Relation and Correſpondence. Ky 
betwrxt the Things i in Nature, and the Poſiti- 155 
ons ot divine Revelation. ; FY 
4 Nom, to adjuſt theſe important Points, 3 


will bs . neceſſary, that we. examine bow N 
Thins affected. Adam and Noab, under: their 17 
* KOs, ol States and Conditions: And as this 4 
got be properly done, without a carefül ä 3 
Aitention to.the.' reſpeQive Charters: given to. if 


two Patbhrths'; ſo 1 ſhalkattempr, from 15 

heſe original Fountains, to diſcover whether, 7 
the ſame Sovereignty was confirmed to Noab, Þ 
and his Progeny, ia af ter the Deluge; that Adam 1 
= Eve enjoyed upon their firſt WN and F 
before the Fall. * 
In the Charter er 'Corcnatit conflired: up 1 1 
1 „it is expreſsly ſaid — Sabiue the Earth, h 
and have Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea; F 
and over the. Bow! of tbe Air; and over the = = 
Beafts. of the Field; and over every living | 11 
Thing, that moveth on the Earth, — Now does 5 
not this Text clearly imply (tho it does not N 
particularly expreſs] that every Creature in Na- tl 
ture was ready to pay Obedience and do Ho- b 
mage to Man, the Sovereign Lord of the Cred- F 
tion: For where every thing was very good, or r 
abſolutely perfectʒ there no Evilcouldexiſt; and þ 
where there could be no Evil, there every thing 5 


muſt be in erer and Aecord 3 ane con- 
; A 29 20330. Ad vi. — g 
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bly appears in 
at that Period, he Frame of. 


how or-other. .- gays 75 I, ed fror 5 * 
rofl, fo 


of you ; ſhall "he 
of the Sea, | an 


Fence” to Noah, WE Would 2 92 ; 


Flood, the Time when. this Covenant. was 
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But after the. F ka Ws 
his Covenant. 18 
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And whence, I pray, aroſe this ed 
Enmity between Man, N Fg oth he 1 
in Nature? How came e Bea s, and F.] , and 
Fiſhes to have a a Died it and Fear 'of M Man? 
What is there in either LAY 40 gure or Make, i 
that ſhould" render the Anim als afraid... 1 

him? Did this Enmity W 1 


romulged to Noah? Nothing like i a 
Flog te Hiſtory of thoſe Tires % e wee 
no Changes in Namie that happened to either 
Man or Beaſt at that Period : Whence then 
this Jar and Diſcord, that fo .vihly y. appears 
between Man andall the Claſſes ofſenitive Ani- | 
mals? Can we fix its Origine to any Time, ſopro- * 
perly, as to the Period of the Fall, hen Maus 
corporeal Nature changed its plorious 7 9 — * 
and, environed with a carnal Cruſt, became a 


_ Monſter 
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as 
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1 Map: A A "Beaſts would do him 
tee; all Ricds Homag ©; and that nothing 
2 . 1 f 15 55 Sovereig n.of Naß re, 
The very Natur 27 we 
78 or; opon ehe Fah, n Y iy ing 
6 -anveriafly AY For theo a all ores 5 | 
Wok their Lord; aud beck hs Soverei ga of Na 
ture a8 mortal Enemy : And from mhle al 
8 7 5 7 ma as they | related to Adam and 
Naab 1 infer, 
wh FRN. 1. Thor tht imperial Rule ond. Doni- 
2571 7 77 4% Adam, pon bis ff Creation, was 
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erent; fro m that Fear and Dread, 
17 'to Tire al Creatures e, Nw 


20 b;s Of 1 ter the. Re? eat 705 tbe . 4 
bert 5+ 1 Farth. _ 
ive me. Leave to purſue this Point ſome- 
5 l farther, Can any thipg more clearly 
hi diſcover theſe Chang 88, 3 Mao! 8 N: ature, Up- 
on that fatal Event, than this univerſal wasping 
-of the Creatures Fro their griginal Behaviour 
N Herctofore, ord. of the Creation, 
he Be pa yed bim a. wiliog Obedience: But, 
* ſſyce Sin has 8 rather 5 
Mterzted, the Image o his . Maker 
Pods f the Air, the e of the eld, and 
«he Fiſhes, of. \the Sea,” either iſe up 2gaioh 
Him, 'of Hun- in 48 their mortal Enemj: 
t conſtant Gourly of 
| Nature 
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| Nature, from Exp 342 10 
; Matter of Fact: For, extend 5 lections 
look into Nature; and take a Vis all = 
various Claſſes of Animals: Firft ; of Reaſts; 
from the Elephant down to the W Rep- 
tile: Secondly, of Birds; from the Eagle to 
the Wren: And laſtly, of Fiſhes; from the 
Leviathan to the leaſt that ſwims "the Rivers, 
and you will not be able to diſcover one Angle 
Species, that will naturally, and of their o.] 
Accord, come near Man: They all dread and 
fear him as a Monſter in Nature: And indeed 
our Dogs, our Nets, and Fiſhing-Tackle all 
ſufficiently demonſtrate the Trut of this Aſ- 
ſertion ; and, that all created Nature i Is at va- 

riance with Men. | 
Now, I defire to know of our o In- 
fidels, from what Origine they derive theſe 
- Changes in Nature; and what are the real 
Grounds upon which they are founded? I do 
not now enquire into their generating Cauſes; 
for that abſtruſe Point I reſerve, for the Sub- 
Ty ject of the ſecond Book; but I want to know 
4 what Changes, in Man and Beaſt, ſprung out 
ng of theſe Cauſes; and whence theſe Gentlemen 
Wwe date the Ara of this Enmity, that fo viſibly 
appears berwixt us and them? Will they fay, 
that it was eternally coexiſtent with Man, 
through all the Courſe of Nature; but this 
ridiculous Notion, concerning Man's eternal 
| Exiſtence, we have ſufficiently refuted in the 
- * Firſt Bock: And, I think, have demon- 
Ab ſtrgted 
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ſtrated the Abſurdity and Nonſenſe of ſuch an 4 
cternal Exiſtence, from the very Reaſons; of 97 
Nature. In ſhort, this was a Point that haf- 1 

fled all the great, heathen Philoſophers ;- who 1 
manifeſtly perceived divers Parts of Nature at 
| Variance and Diſcord with each other, but ne- j 

ver could diſcover how the Breach firſt began. 4 

However, the Apoſtle viſibly glances at the 4 

Grounds of theſe Changes, when he ſo em- «< 

phatically tells us: That the whole Creation ; 

groaneth and travelleth in Pain, until nom; and : 

#s dejirous to be delivered from the Bondage of j 


theſe Elements of Nature: For, as he finely 
obſerves. Every Creature in the whole Crea- 
tion groans under the Weight of this Corrup- 
tion: And not only they, that is, Brutal. 
Creatures, but Man, in d State of Nature; 
and, more eſpecially we our ſelves, even we 
Chriſtians, that have received the firſt Fruits 
ef the Spirit are not exempted from this Bon- 
- dage ; but do groan within our. ſelves, waiting 
for the Adoption, that- is, the Redemption of 
our Bodies, from the Shackles of this carnal 
_ Cruſt, that enthralled our Bodies; and took 
Poſſeſſion of our corporeal Nature upon the Fall, 
Now theſe Changes, that brought in theſe 
Groans and painful Impreſſions upon our Na- 
ture, were the Effects of the Tranſgreſſion and 
Fall; and which cannot, from the Nature of. 
Things, admit of any Mitigation, till the Re- 
ſurrection to Eternal Life, put us again into 
Poſſeſſion of our primitive Nature: And thus, 
2 * MOT, * 


MD 22 H Ho vw „ 


— 
775 * 9 — 
— - 


* Rom. vüi. 22, 21, 23. 


* . 


” . 
_— 

* 2 

72 . 


2 w., "> a py 
EY 1 * 
* 7 R YN, 
©" 


4 p 4 5 
v * 4 * 
P -* 
a4 * T's „ „ e 2 bas Fo 
- — +. * 4 ** 
- — a » 


7 * * 
, > 7 , N 
4 * [ : * 
. 
' : 
—- 4 4 oY * 
4 : 


77; ͥ 
the Apoſtle vidbly 


points out thoſe 5 
| that enſued upon the Fall; and Aich —— 
the Grounds of all that Enmity; Which har 
riſen up between Man and all other Creatures 
ever ſince: And from whence I iner, vi 
- Prop. II. That this Aue, Fear, and Divad, 3 
thati is upon all Creatures from: Man; commencal 
at the Fall, and was a C onſequence.of the Breach 
of that imperial Rule and Dominion) tbut Gu. 
inveſted Adam with-upon bis firſt Creations *.". 
I am ſenſible, that divers learned Men haue 
judged differently, from what I do, of this. 
great Event; and will have it: That the Com 
; miſſion given to Adam in his primitive State af 
„ Creation, viz. * To haue Dominion over te 
Fiſb of the Sea, &c. did not differ from the 
Covenant confirmed to Noah, after the Deluge, 
when it was ſaid to him and bis y, vir. 
+ That the Fear of you, and the Dread of.” your 
ſhall be upon all Fleſh: -— But to infer the 
one from the other, is, in my humble Opi⸗ 
nion, to aſſert a very groſs Miſtake; and to 
advance a Poſition, that has neither Obſervas 
tion, Matter of F act, nor divine Revelation to 
ſupport i it: Nay! that has both the Reaſonsof 
Nature, Matter of Fact, and divine Revela- 
tion point- blank againſt 3 it. — This appears. 
from divers Inſtances in Nature: For take a 
Bitch or Cat; and ſuffer them to litter theit- 
Young in a Field, ſeparate from the Houſe 
and when the Pups or Kittens are grown up to 
Maturity, they will never- become tame, but 
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rove in the Woods. and ſeek their Food; as 
can get it; nay, ſometimes they will 
rather chuſe to Rarve 1 in the Fields, than come 
near the Dwelling, where, at the fame Time, 
4 their reſpectiue Dams are tractable and tame. 
Tell me not (as has been ſaid) that Man n 
able to ſubdue all Animals? How that Dogs 
and Horſes, and wild Beaſts : are rendered trac- 
table by Cultivation, and the other Arts of 
Life? 1 am not now ſpeaking of what Man 
can do, by the Maxims of his Art and Pru- 
_ once 3 bat what Things are ip their own Na- 
tures: And I. Ipeak! it again, and ſtand to it: 
That there is not a Species of Animals, in the 
. Whole Creation, that will naturally follow 
Man; and of their own accord, come under 
his Roof: All Creatures univerſally ſhun him 
as a Monſter, and avoid him as a cruel 'Ty- 
rant. The very Dogs in our Hoaſes, the 
tameſt of Animals, would, by Nature, be fa- - 
- Vage Wolves and ſubtle Faxes ; and dither de- 
ſtroy Man by Force, or circumvent him with 
Canning: And why all this Outrage and Vio- 
lence, if Man had not been ſome how changed, 
from what he originally was? What a Diffe-. 
rence is here in this Lord of the Creation! What 
2 Change i in his Nature? How came this Al- 
teration but from the Fall; and how came the 
Fall to take Place, but from the Indulgence 
of Adam's Pride; and whence ſprung up this 
criminal Indulgence, but from the warping of 
YM his Nature Ton the Freedom of its original 
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I know it will W in Anſwer to a 
I have ſaid upon theſe Subjects: That I need | 
not have given myſelf ſo much Trouble to 
prove theſe Things: For that the viſible Dif- 
orders of Nature, every where extant, plainly 
demonſtrate the Factsas I have ſtated them! Yes * 
truly; and fo they do: But it is manifeſt, hat 
the greateſt Philoſophers have evidently mit- 
taken the Points in Queſtion : F or they will 
have all Nature to be right, and no ways 
warped from her primitive Rectitude and Per - | 
fection: And therefore it was incumbent up- 
on me to ſhew theſe Gentlemen their Miſtakes; 
and to ſet Things in their true and genuine 
Light, as they rife out of Nature, . 
Thus, from the very Boſom of Nature, we 
have extracted thoſe Materials, that fusniſh out 
the moſt convincing Proofs of the Fall ; and 
the Changes that happened to Man and the _ 
Serpent upon that fatal Event: And, if I do 
not greatly deceive my ſelf, have placed every 
Circumſtance of theſe great Events, in ſuch a a 


Command given him of God in Paradiſe, . - *: 


nour to humane Nature, but reflect Light upon 


infringing upon the Providence of God ; break- 
ing in upon the Laws of Nature; or warping 
any known Text of Scripture, from its true, ge- 
nuine Senſe, and original Meaning. 

To conclude : I hope, from the Arguments 
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clear Point of View, as will not only do Ho- | 


the obſcureſt Paſſages ; and this, without either 


and Reaſonings in the preceding Supplement, 3 
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Rectitude, whereby he tranſgreſſed the high wy | 
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Caprice, or enthuſiaſtick Zeal, that prompteck 


© Ti}. 1 
and this « Appendix That the World will is 
thoroughly convinced, it was not any Whim 


me to undertake this Work, but a thoroughts d 


And it is upon theſe Grounds, that I have onge 
more prevailed upon myſelf to reſume iu 


Riſe and Fall of Man, which I deſpair of ever; 
ſeeing cleared. up, but upon theſc Principles. 1 


Conviction, from the Truth of Facts, as ſtatec 
in the divine Writings of Moſes and the Prophetz: 


Subject, and give thoſe further Lights into the 
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